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[57] ABSTRACT 
The radiation detector consists of a cell containing a 
polar liquid positioned between two crossed polariz-
ers. The light beam is directed through the cell to a 
detector and the polarizers are arranged for extinction 
of the light. Local birefringence developed by the ion-
izing radiation permits light to be transmitted to the 
light detector. 

7 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure 
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1 
RADIATION DETECTOR USING 

ELECTRO-OPTICS 

CONTRACTUAL ORIGIN OF THE INVENTION 

The invention described herein was made in the 
course of, or under, a contract with the UNITED 
STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In performing radiation experiments, in many cases 
it is important that highly sensitive, simple radiation de-
tectors be available. While detectors are presently 
available, many are complex and the sensitivity of 
many others is low. While there are some simple and 
sensitive detectors, many of these require that the re-
corded data be processed before it is available. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
an improved form of radiation detector. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a radia-
tion detector which is sensitive, simple and which de-
velops an output in the form of a signal which can be 
immediately utilized. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In practicing this invention, a cell containing a polar 
liquid is positioned between two crossed polarizers ar-
ranged for extinction. A monochromatic light beam is 
directed through the device and a light detector such 
as a photomultiplier tube is positioned to intercept the 
beam. When no radiation is present, the crossed polar-
izers prevent any of the monochromatic light from 
reaching the photomultiplier. When a radiation event 
passes through the liquid, an ionized track is developed 
in the liquid. The ionized track in the liquid causes a 
local birefringence which changes the extinction condi-
tion, permitting a portion of the monochromatic light 
to be transmitted to the photomultiplier tube. As soon 
as recombination has occurred, the local extinction 
conditions are reestablished and the light beam is again 
cut off. Of importance is that neutrons can be detected 
in a gamma field using this type of device, as the elec-
trons developed by gamma radiation do not have 
enough energy to develop local birefringence, while the 
neutron radiation does. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

This invention is illustrated in the single drawing, a 
schematic of the structure of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to the FIGURE, there is shown a cell 10 
containing a liquid 12 therein. The liquid in cell 10 is 
a polar liquid, that is, a liquid wherein an ionizing track 
will affect locally the refractive index of the liquid. Ex-
amples of a polar liquid would be monofluorobenzene, 
monochlorobenzene, o-dichlorobenzene and o-
difluorobenzene. 

The cell 10 has windows 13 and 15 which will trans-
mit light. A monochromatic light source 17 develops a 
light beam 18 which is directed through cell 10 to a 
photomultiplier 20. Monochromatic light source 17 
can be in the form of a laser to provide a high-intensity 
light output if desired. Also monochromatic light 
source 17 includes optical means for forming a light 
beam 18 so that it covers substantially all of the volume 
of cell 10. 
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Polarizing plates 22 and 23 are positioned on oppo-

site sides of cell 10. Polarizing plate 23 includes a worm 
gear 26 surrounding its outer circumference. Worm 
wheel 24 meshes with the worm gear 26 and, by turning 

5 worm wheel 24, polarizing plate 23 is rotated to change 
the axis of polarization. 

The output of photomultiplier 20 is amplified in am-
plifier 27 and the amplified output is recorded and me-
tered in the recording and metering circuits 28. Re-

10 cording and metering circuits 28 and the amplifier 27 
are conventional circuits, well known in the electronic 
art, and any desired circuitry can be used for the utili-
zation of the output signal from photomultiplier tube 
20. For example, the output of amplifier 27 could be 

15 connected to a counter 29 which would count each ra-
diation event detected. 

In operation, polarizing plate 2 3 is rotated so that its 
axis of polarization is at right angles to the axis of polar-
ization of polarizing plate 22, that is, the plates are ar-

20 ranged for extinction of the light beam 18 from mono-
chromatic light source 17. A radiation event 30 striking 
the polar liquid 12 produces a local birefringence 31 
which rotates the polarization axis of a portion of the 
polarized light beam entering the polar liquid 12. The 

2 5 local birefringence permits part of the light entering 
polar liquid 12 to be transmitted through polarizing 
plate 23 to the photomultiplier tube 20. As soon as re-
combination has occurred, the local birefringence dis-
appears and the light passing through polarizing plate 

3 0 23 to photomultiplier tube 20 is extinguished. 
The detector has a large gain, as a small amount of 

radiation energy can cause sufficient local birefrin-
gence to permit a relatively large amount of light to 
pass into photomultiplier tube 20. The device is simple 

35 in construction and small enough so that it can be used 
in many radiation experiments where larger devices 
would be impractical. The cell 10 also could be en-
larged to be used as a bubble chamber for an accelera-
tor. 

4 0 The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu-
sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol-
lows: 

1. A device for detecting highly ionized radiation 
comprising, a monochromatic light source for directing 

4 5 a monochromatic light beam along a predetermined 
path, light detection means positioned in said path for 
receiving and detecting said light beam, first and sec-
ond polarizing plates positioned in said path between 
said light detection means and said light source, a cell 
containing a polar liquid positioned between said first 
and second polarizing plates, the axes of said first and 
second polarizing plates being adjusted to reduce the 
intensity of said light beam reaching said light detection 

5 5 means to a minimum in the absence of the ionizing ra-
diation, said polar liquid being responsive to the ioniz-
ing radiation to develop a local birefringence in the 
polar liquid thereby increasing the intensity of said light 
beam reaching said light detecting means to a value 

6 0 greater than said minimum. 
2. The ionizing radiation detection device of claim 1, 

wherein said polar liquid is monofluorobenzene. 
3. The ionizing radiation detection device of claim 1, 

wherein said polar liquid is monochlorobenzene. 
6 5 4. The ionizing radiation detection device of claim 1, 

wherein said polar liquid is o-dichlorobenzene. 
5. The ionizing radiation detection device of claim 1, 

wherein said polar liquid is o-difluorobenzene. 
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6. The ionizing radiation detection device of claim 1, 
wherein said monochromatic light source is a laser. 

7. The ionizing radiation detection device of claim 1, 
wherein said first polarizing plate is fixed and said sec-
ond polarizing plate is rotatable, and means for rotating 
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said second polarizing plate to adjust the angle of polar-
ization thereof to reduce the intensity of said light 
beam to a minimum in the absence of the ionizing radi-
ation. 
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