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EXECUTIVE SLr/VlMARY

The Advanced Neutron Source (ANS) is a new basic and applied research facility based on a
powerful steady-state research reactor that provides beams of neutrons for measurements and
experiments in the fields of materials science and engineering, biology, chemistry, materials
analysis, and nuclear science. The useful neutron flux for these experiments will be at least five
times, and in some cases twenty times, more than is available at the world's best existing facility:
the Institut Laue-Langevin (ILL) in Grenoble, France. In addition, ANS will provide irradiation
capabilities for the production of radioisotopes for medical applications, research, and industry
and facilities for materials irradiation te_:ting;these irradiation facilities will match or exceed the
capabilities of the High Flux Isotope Reactor (HFIR) at Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
The need for a new steady-state neutron research facility in the United States was
emphasized r)y the 1984 National Academy Report (the Seitz-Eastman report) 1 and confirmed by
the Department of Energy's (DOE's) Energy Research Advisory Board in 1985. These studies
defined a minimum thermal neutron flux requirement of 5 x 1019 m -2 • s -1 (the design presented
in this report provides 7.5 x 1019 m -2 • s-l). The National Steering Committee for an Advanced
Neutron Source, with representation from the major fields of science that will use the facility, was
established in 1986 and has continued to define the performance requirements and instrument
layouts needed by the user community.
To minimize technical risks and safety issues, the project adopted a policy of not relying upon
new inventions to meet the minimum performance criteria, and the design presented in this report
is built on technologies already used in other facilities and development programs: for example,
the involute aluminum-clad fuel plates common to HFIR and ILL and the uranium silicide fuel
developed in DOE's Reduced Enrichment for Research and Test Reactors program and tested in
reactors worldwide. At the same time, every state-of-the-art technique has been implemented to
optimize neutron beam delivery at the experiments.
The ANS is to be designed, built, and operated under DOE ownership and (under 10
CFR 50) is not subject to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) licensing process. However,
DOE Orders require its reactors to meet the standards, codes, and guides that are applied to
comparable NRC-licensed facilities. Accordingly, the ANS design criteria are chosen to ensure
that applicable safety requirements are incorporated into the design. Risk assessment has been an
integral part of the ANS design process. The ANS risk limitation goals are based on the NRC
policy statement 2 of August 21, 1984, and on the similar DOE Nuclear Safety Objectives Policy
Statement Drafts of February 9, 1989. The basic principle upon which both are based is that risks
attributable to nuclear accidents are allowed to cause only an insignificant increase in the
preexisting normal risks as published by the U.S. Bureau of Census. As one meam of ensuring
that the risk is made very low, the design incorporates safety-related cooling features that are
inherent or passive to the maximum practicable degree.
The ANS team has followed a proactive policy of building safety into the design. To this end,
safety analyses and design advances have been iterated. The safety analyses were concentrated in
three areas: probabilistic risk assessments and evaluations, even as early as the preconceptual
design stage; transient thermal-hydraulic analyses to support and define the design of the cooling
and shutdown systems for the high-power-density core; and the containment response to severe
accident conditions.
The final design that arises from these scientific and safety considerations is centered around
a 330-MW(f) heavy-water-cooled,-moderated, and -reflected reactor housed in a large, doublewalled containment dome and surrounded by thermal neutron beam experiments. The reactor
:
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cooling systems are designed with many safety features, including large heat sinks sufficient for
decay heat removal; passive inventory control by accumulators, pools, and floodable cells; a layout
that maximizes natural circulation capabilities; and fast, redundant shutdown systems. There are
two large liquid deuterium cold neutron sources; and most of the cold neutron beams are taken,
by low loss guides, to a guide hall that is outside containment and has low background and the
n_ry
space for neutron scattering and other instruments. The entire facility is designed for
easy access to seientiflc users, combined with rigorous separation of experiments from operational
and security areas. It is the first research reactor designed to allow easy visitor access without
compromising present nuclear security requirements and regulations.
The conceptual design includes ali the scientific facilities and appropriate redundant or
safety-related systems that have evolved and been accepted as legitimate design requirements
through interactions with ali the communities involved. These features are documented in the
exceptionally complete and detailed conceptual design document package, which is a sound and
defensible baseline for the scope documented therein and which can also be used to support
evaluation of scope reduction and value engineering trade-off studies that have already begun in
order to find the optimum combination of capabilities and cost.
The total estimated construction (line item) cost of the complete full-scope baseline design is
$1.7 billion, in constant 1.992dollars. There is an associated P,&D program costed at $114 million
in operating and capital equipment funds. The cost of certain additional instruments that the
scientitie community proposed not be included in the construction project would be $34 million,
and preoperational costs (including training or retraining of operators and maintenance staff) is
estimated at $261 million. These figures are shown in the table below. The costs are based on a
plan that would begin a line item for preliminary design work (Title 1) in FY 1994, to be followed
with a complementary detailed design and construction line item in 1995. Completion of the
project is scheduled for FY 2(K12,including commissioning of the installed experiments systems.
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I. INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The Advanced Neutron Source (ANS) is a world-class center for research using neutrons. It
is intended to return the United States to a position of preeminence in scientific research using
neutrons, in fields that cut across the full spectrum of scientific endeavors. Research programs at
the ANS will cover materials science, biology, chemistry, fundamental and nuclear physics and
analytical chemistry, and will generate areas of science not foreseen at the present. Irradiation
facilities will be provided for producing key transuranium isotopes, including ZS2Cffor use as a
portable neutron source in applications ranging from cancer therapy to neutron radiography and
explosives detection, and including significant quantities of 2S4Esfor fundamental research in
superheavy elements. Irradiation facilities also will be provided for examining the behavior of
materials in intense radiation fields and for the production of a host of medical and industrial
isotopes. The ANS Project consists of a reactor-based, steady-state neutron source and the
research facilities and user support facilities needed to create a fully operational research center.
The neutron source is a 330 MWf reactor cooled, moderated, and reflected with heavy water. The
ANS will be a user facility open for research by industrial, university, and national laboratory
researchers from throughout the United States and from other facilities throughout the world. At
least 1000 users are expected annually. The ANS is a major research center designed for the
simultaneous conduct of many small research programs using a single, powerful neutron source.
The ANS will be fully staffed with research, operations, maintenance, security, and other support
staff to ensure the efficient operation of the reactor in full compliance with ali regulationsand
standards and to ensure effective use of the research facilities.
The ANS Project technical objectives are:
,
•
•

to design and construct the world's highest-flux research reactor for neutron scattering, which
will provide 5 to 10 times the flux of the best existing facilities;
to provide isotope production facilities that are as good as or better than the High Hux
Isotope Reactor (HHR); and
to provide materials irradiation facilities that are as good as or better than the HFIR.

The scope of the ANS Project includes ali of the site development, buildings, reactor
hardware, experiment hardware, and plant systems needed to begin operation of both the reactor
and the research facilities. The scope includes ali construction at the ANS candidate site,
construction of feeders and utilities between the A_NSsite and existing utility systems,
modifications to utility systems to accommodate the ANS feeders, and connections and
modifications to roads and other infrastructure around the ANS boundaries. Certain instruments
will be supplied by participating research teams and are not costed in this conceptual design.
These instruments are defined in the conceptual design documentation. A guest services building
may be supplied by the University of Tennessee.
The ANS Project is sponsored by the Department of Energy (DOE) through the Basic
Energy Sciences division of Energy Research (ER). Funding and programmatic direction is
provided by ER. In accordance with secretarial directives, the design and construction of the ANS
is managed by DOE Nuclear Energy (NE). Project oversight, including the approval of design
documentation, is provided by NE.

1-1

1-2
1.2 PROJECr GOAI_ AND REQUIREMENTS
The major goal for the project was established by the Major Materials Facilities Cmmmittee
of the National Research Council, co-chaired by Frederick Seitz and Dean Eastman. The report
of this committee, issued in August 1984, called for a steady state neutron source that provides a
useable neutron flux that is at least 5 times, and preferably 10 times, the flux currently available.
The preparation of this conceptual design was authorized by the DOE Energy Systems
Acquisition Advisory Board at a meeting held on August 23, 1990.
Goals and requirements for the A.NS are obtained from the national scientific community
that would use the facility. To provide systematic, documented input to the project, a National
Steering Committee for the Advanced Neutron Source (NSCANS) was formed in 1986. It meets
on a regular basis. NSCANS consists of representatives of universities, industry, and national
laboratories both within and outside DOE. The project goals and requirements have been
generated with the participation of NSCANS members and are approved at meetings of the full
NSCANS membership. The project goals set for the design of the ANS arc summarized in
Table 1.1.

1.3 ORGANIZATION
The elements of the ANS Project arc organized in a work breakdown structure (WBS) as
depicted in Fig. 1.1. Research and Development (R&D) covers the set of activities needed to
design the reactor core and control system, to validate the correlations and methods used in the
ANS design, and to improve upon the use of neutrons produced by the ANS reactor. Project
Support cover_ the administration of the ANS Project and a number of systems engineering,
safcq_, environmental, quality assurance, and training activities. Reactor Systems covers the design,
procurement, fabrication, and installation of the reactor assembly. Experiment Systems covers the
design, procurement, fabrication, and installation of beam transport systems, beam experiment
facilities, irradiation facilities, the cold and hot sources, and experiment support facilities. Site and
Buildings covers the design and construction of ali structures and land improvements within the
scope of the ANS, including construction support facilities. Plant Systems covers the design,
procurement, fabrication, and installation of ali supporting systems needed for reactor and facility
operations, including heavy and light water systems; electrical and communications systems;
ventilation systems; services; fire protection systems; waste systems; a heavy water dctritiation and
upgrade plant; plant instrumentation, control, and data systems; and general purpose equipment.
Operations provides the planning and funding for assembling and training the research,
operations, maintenance, security, health physic, and other staff needed to begin operations of
the ANS; funds services used for reactor operation through completion of the project; and
provides initial inventories of heavy water, ,_pcntfuel casks, and other operations items. The DOE
clement provides funding for subcontractor _upport to the DOE Project Office that oversees the
design, construction, and startup of the ANS.

,o
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Table 1.1. ANS conceptual design paramctcn
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Number of instrumented poslttons
Damage rate (dpa_ in stainless steel)
Nuclear heating rate (Wig in stainl_,s ateel)
Axial flux gradient over 200 mm
Available diameter (mm)
Available length (mm)

I

I

iii

.Ii

NSCANS goals
_

"

"

i .

i

i ni

II

conceptual
design
l

20.5
_1:3
_8
28
_15
s30%
a48
_500

0.5
1:13/
2f
TBD
18
16%
48
3004

a0,6
21:4
4

1.4
1"3
TBD

t

mu iii

Isotope
production
'

T_rsnsura_um production
Epithermal flux
Epithermal:thermal
ratio
AflowabAepeak heatflux (MWtmz)
Totalanaua| production:

(g)
Eplthermal.hydraullc
rabbit tube.
Epithermal flux
Epltl_ermal:thcrmal ratio
A_owtb|e peak beat flint (MW/m:)

1.5
4o
Flux peak
position
zl:4
1.75

1.0/
1:4.5/
1.75

Other i_o,w_ prodt_ctioa f_cilltics
"l_crm_ flux
Number ofreflector positloas

1
24

0.9
4

Number of_crmal.-hydJraullc
rabbit
tubes

3

3

Actlva_o,n
_a,lys,_
pu_umattctubes
40-ocrabbits ta reftecto,r
2-cC rabb,itt
in reflectc,r
Thermal flux at r_flcclor rabbit po_ltl_o,us

,4
1
zO.2

4
1
0.3 (ta.be 1)
0.06 (tubes
4, and5)'
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Table 1.1 (continued)

NSCANSgoals

ANS
omceptual
_esign

Heatingrate
Temperaturein a 40-cc,high-densiw
polyethylenerabbit(*C)

< 120

TBD

Rabbit tubes in light water pool
Thermalflux at light water rabbitpositions

2
_0.04

2
0.05;0.02

1

1

1
_:1

1
1

1

1

Paramete_b

Prompt.gammaactivationanalysiscold neutron stations
Low-background(multiple.beam)guide system
Neutron-depthprofiling
Number of slant cold beams
Gammairradiationfacilityin spent-fuelpool
Positron productionposition
i

*Ali fluxesin unitsof 10t_m-_ . s-_.
bNeutronspectra lerms as used in this tableare defined as
Thermal,=0.625 eV,
0.625 eV ,= epithermal ,=100 eV,
Fast >0.1 I_,'leV.
Sources of neutronsfor researchare classifiedas
Ultra-cold<25 #eV,
25 pev < very cold <0.1 meV,
0.1 meV < cold < 5 meV,
5 meV < thermal <0.625eV,
0.625eV < hot < I eV.
_End-of-cyclevalue,
d'l'hematerialsirradiationfaciliti_ are intended to replaceirradiationfacilitiesin the HFIR. ANS
can not meet all these goals becausethe simultaneousrequirementsof high fast:thermalfluxratio, high
fast flux, and low heatingrate are intrinsicallyincompatiblewith the physicsof an undermoderatedcore
(optimizedfor neutronscatteringresearchgoak_).
_¢'aluesat rffi160 mm andbeginning._f-cycle.The fastfluxincrea,_esduring the fuel cycle.The
fast:thermalratio decreasesto as low as 0.25:1 with decreasingradiusand burnup.
/Best availableratio in reflectorvessel.
e_
restrictedby other facilitiesin t[_ereflectorvessel. Partiallyoffset by providingmore
instrumentedpositions than requiredin the central irradiationfacility.
'_.Lengthrestricted by outer shutdownrods.
'The production numberquoted is a preUminat3,
value obtainedfrom two-dimensionalneutronic
analyses.Pos,,tiblethennal Umitationson pellet Ioadingshavenot been evaluated.
JValue at 250 mm above midplaneat midpointof cycle,
kOptimizedfor lowest gammaheating, but willneed to be locatedat a higherneutron fluxlevel.
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The conceptual design package was assembled by Martin Marietta Energy Systems, Inc. under
prime contract to DOE. It was prepared with the assistance of Gilbert/Commonwealth, Inc., an
architect/engineer (A/E) under contract to Energy Systems. A complete list of subcontractors who
participated in the preparation of the conceptual design report is in Table 1.2.
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Tabl_ 1.2. List of the conceptual design participants
......

AECL Technologies

Marrich, Inc.

Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

National Institute of Standardsand
Technology

Argonne National Laboratory
Automated Sciences Group, Inc.

Ovonic Synthetic Materials Company

Babcock & Wilcox

Pashek and Associates

Brookhaven National Laboratory

PI,G, Inc.

DRS/Hundley, Kling, Gmitter

Rockwell International

ERC/Edge

Sandia National Laboratory

Gilbert/Commonwealth, Inc.

Science Applications International
Corporation

Halliburton NUS Environmental
Corporation

Tennessee Technological University

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory

The University oL"
Rhode Island
The University of Tennessee
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2. GENERAL

PRO_

DESCRIIrFION

This chapter provides a general description of the ANS Project and identifies the major
alternatives considered in selecting the design concepts. The description is presented in general
alignment with the WBS.
2.1 PROJECT OVERVIEW
2.1.1 Overview of the ANS Complex
The ANS Project consists of a 330 MWf, heavy water-cooled, -moderated, and -reflected
reactor; beam transport systems, instruments, and irradiation facilities; a complex of reactor,
research, operations, office, and laboratory buildings; and the plant systems needed for reactor
and research operations. An architect's rendering of the main ANS complex is shown in Fig. 2.1.
The reactor is housed under the central dome. The guide hall is shown to the right and the
reactor support buildings to the left. Offices and laboratories are shown in the foreground.
Although no site is selected until the National Environmental Policy Act activities have been
completed and a record of decision has been i_sued, one candidate site has been identified on the
Oak Ridge Reservation. The location of that site, shown in Fig. 2.2, is at the intersection of
Melton Valley Road and the Health Physics Research Reactor Access Road. That location has
not previously been used for construction.
The overall site arrangement is shown in Fig. 2.3. The main reactor buildings are at the
center of the candidate site. The site is divided into an accessible research zone to the northwest
and an operations zone to the southeast. The main entry to the facility is from the northwest;
parking and a guest services building arc located near the northwest site boundary_ A major
feature is the complete separation of research and operations zone, allowing easy access for
researchers while providing the levels of security appropriate for a nuclear reactor on the
operations side. A double fence is seen in Fig. 2.3, marking the boundary of the security zone.
The primary electrical substation is southeast of the main complex, and the secondary electrical
substation is just cast of the reactor buildings. Cooling towers are located on a rise to the east of
the complex, and a stack used in reactor emergencies is located on a rise near the southeast
boundary of the site. A heavy water detritiation and upgrade facility is located near the south
boundary of the site.
The ground floor plan for the main building complex is seen in Fig. 2.4. The central,
cylindrical reactor building houses the reactor and an arrayof beam instrument stations clustered
around the biological shielding. Upper floors of this building hold additional beam stations, the
reactor cooling systems, refueling systems, spent fuel pools, and irradiation support facilities. The
guide hall, to the west of the reactor building, houses an arrayof neutron guides and instruments.
A laboratory and research operations complex is seen counterclockwise from the guide hall. To
the east of the reactor building is the reactor support building. This structure houses most of the
plant systems, including secondary coolant systems, demineralizers and filters, electrical power
systems, ventilation and filter systems, plant water and service systems, and waste systems. The
reactor support building also houses the main control complex, including the main control room
and the central control and data acquisition computer and display systems.
The main oft]ce building is the northernmost stn_cture in the main complex. This building
includes the main entry plaza for the complex and provides office clusters for research groups and
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the reactor administration. The office building also includes an auditorium, a library, food services,
and other resource areas. An operations support area is on the north side of the reactor support
building; this area is structurally integrated into the reactor support building. Between the reactor
support building, the office building, and the operations support building is an interface area used
as a control point for personnel passing from the entry plaza into the beam room and the
operations buildings. A reactor mockup and simulator also are located between the reactor
support and office buildings.
2.1.20vervic_

of the Reseam:h Facilities

The central focal point of ali the ANS research facilities is the neutron sources. Neutron
beam research activities are divided into three classes of thermalized neutrons: thermal, cold, and
hot. Thermal neutrons con'espond to wavelengths on the order of 0.1 nm and are useful for the
exploration of parameters on an atomic scale. Much of the current scientific interest is in effects
that appear over distances of many atoms. Thus neutrons with wavelengths of 1 to 2 nm (about
10 to 20 times the typical distance between atoms in well-ordered crystals) are desired as a means
of investigating phenomena between a purely atomic scale and the larger scale.s that can be
observed with other tools. Since wavelength is an inverse function of energy, which correlates with
temperature in a thermalized system, these are referred to as "cold neutrons." Thermalized
neutrons with a higher energy, called "hot neutrons," are useful for studies involving inelastic
interactions between neutrons and the sample. Typical examples of hot neutron applications are
studies of liquids or other disordered systems.
The heavy water reflector in the reactor assembly serves as the thermal neutron source.
Thermal neutrons are extracted with evacuated beam tubes that penetrate from the side and top
of the reactor assembly. Because of inverse square losses, the instruments using the thermal
beams are clustered around the biological shield az close to the reactor as possible. Cold neutrons
are produced by placing vessels filled with a liquid deuterium moderator in the reflector region.
The high-wavelength, cold neutrons can be reflected off highly polished nickel surfaces and
deposited on polished glass or other substrate materials. These surfaces are used to construct
neutron guides, which act in a manner analogous _.ofiber optics to transport neutrons with
minimal loss to instruments in a large guide hall. Hot neutrons are produced by placing a graphite
block, heated by radiation from the reactor, in the reflector region. Neutrons from the hot source
are transported to instruments just outside the shield using standard beam tubes.
An artist's depiction of the main beam room in the reactor building is shown in Fig. 2.5. The
biological shield is shown in the center of the figure. Beam tubes transport neutrons to
instruments arranged radially in ali directions from the reactor. A typical instrument consists of
beam collimation and filtering systems, a sample chamber, and some type of analyzer and detector
system that measures neutrons scattered off the sample over a range c f angles. In some cases, a
new technology for producing supermirror thermal neutron guides is used to stand the
instruments away from the shield wall, relieving crowding near the shield. As seen in the figure,
neutron instruments are rather large, particularlywhen space for instrument motion and
instrument shielding is taken into account. An overhead bridge crane serves the beam room
instrumentation, both for the installation of sample chambers and for instrument modification,
repair, or replacement.
The arraysof neutron beams, guides, and instruments are seen in the reactor and guide hall
building plans shown in Fig. 2.4. Beam research applications are grouped into neutron scattering,
nuclear and fundamental physics, and materials analysis. Neutron scattering covers a wide range of
investigations of materials samples carried out by observing the pattern of neutrons scattered from
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the sample; 38 instrument stations are provided for neutron scattering applications. Many of the
scattering instruments are general purpose in nature and can be used by a wide range of scientific
disciplines. Nuclear and fundamental physics instruments tend to be more unique in nature; some
of these will be supplied by participating research teams from other organizations. Eight nuclear
and fundamental physics instruments are envisioned. Two stations are provided for materials
analysis: One is a cluster of small irradiation facilities in the guide hall used to analyze the
contents of samples by measuring prompt gamma emissions upon bombardment with cold
neutrons. The other is a depth profiling station on the second floor of the reactor building.
Irradiation facilities are provided both inside the reactor core regions and in the reflector.
Neutron spectra with strong epithermal components are used to irradiate curium feed to produce
heavy isotopes, especially ZSZCfand ZS4Es,for a variety of applications. Targets are assembled at
the nearby Radiochemical Engineering Development Center (REDC) and are irradiated in the
ANS. Irradiated targets are shipped back to the REDC, where the desired elements are extracted
and the rest of the material is repackaged as feed. The ANS includes the facilities to receive,
load, and irradiate the targets and to transfer the irradiated targets to a cask loading station for
shipment back to the REDC.
Materials irradiation facilities also are provided in the hard spectral regions near the core.
The neutron spectrum in certain areas allows simulation of the radiation damage that would be
encountered in the first wall of the fusion reactor. Material properties coupons are assembled into
irradiation capsules (some provided with means to measure and control temperature) and are
irradiated in the ANS reactor. The capsules then are moved to a set of hot cells, where the
coupons are removed from the capsule and packaged for transport to a testing facility. The
remaining capsule scrap is packaged for disposal. Gas circulation and instrument systems are
provided for capsule monitoring and control, and a materials irradiation control station is provided
in the main control area.
Several types of irradiation facilities are prodded to use the thermal flux of the reflector
region and, in some cases, to use the harder neutron spectrum close to the core. Two slant
facilities are provided for irradiation of instrumented materials irradiation capsules in the
reflector, just outside the core. Four hydraulic rabbit tubes are provided in the regions of the
reflector that encounter high heating rates; these include epithermal tubes near the core and
tubes located near the peak thermal flux in the reflector. A total of seven pneumatic tubes are
provided farther out in the reflector, where heating rates are lower, and in the light water pool
immediately outside the reflector. Four vertical irradiation positions also are located in the
reflector.
The hydraulic rabbit tubes support both the transuranium isotope production program and
the general medical and industrial isotopes production program. The vertical irradiation positions
are provided for the production of larger quantities of medical and industrial isotopes. Pneumatic
tubes are provided for activation analysis. Although specific facilities are provided for given
programs, ali facilities maybe shared for other purposes.
Support for the reflector facilities includes loading and unloading systems for the slant and
vertical irradiation facilities, and target storage, handling, and packaging facilities. Loading stations
and supporting hydraulic or pneumatic systems are provided for the rabbit tubes. Two counting
stations are provided for the activation analysis program: One, located inside the reactor building,
is used for counting short-lived isotopes with minimal delay, and a larger facility is located in a
low-radiation background area in the basement of the research support building.
Experiment support facilities also include a number of laboratories and shops. These are used
for producing crystals for use as monochromators, for sample preparation activities, for the
assembly of sample chambers, for the assembly and checkout of new instruments, and for the
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general maintenance of the experiment systems. Personnel support includes office groupings for
the various instruments and irradiationprograms and meeting rooms, an auditorium, a library, and
food services for researchers using the ANS at ali hours. A data networking and storage system
also is provided. This system allows monitoring of instruments at remote locations in the office
building or even at another site, provides communications to other computer networks, and
provides for the safe storage of data. A data base has been developed to identify user needs and
to serve as a basis for the design of laboratory, office, and other support facilities.
2.1.3 Overview of the Reactor and Plant
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Figure 2.6 is an overall depiction of the reactor assembly. The reactor core at the center of
the reactor assembly consists of two annular fuel elements (Fig. 2.7). The fuel is fully enriched
U3Si 2 clad with aluminum. Each element consists of hundreds of involute..,_hapedfuel plates
spanning an inner and an outer sideplate. This fuel technology combines the successful designs of
the HFIR and the Institut Laue Langevin (ILL) with the high-density fuel developed to operate
existing research reactors with reduced enrichment fuels. Pressurized heavy water coolant flows up
through the core. Each of the two elements has a different diameter so that each is cooled by a
separate stream of heavy water. The coolant is fed through a core pressure boundacy tube that
encircles the fuel elements; this assembly then is gurrounded by a low pressure heavy water
reflector vessel. The entire reactor assembly is immersed in a light water pool. Figure 2.6 shows
some of the beam tubes and irradiation facilities that penetrate the reflector vessel.
The reactor is controlled by three hafnium control rods that enter the central hole of the fuel
elements. The control rods normally are driven as a unit using drive motors beneath the reactor.
Each of the three central rods is scrammed independently by the primary reactor protection
system; any two are capable of shutting down the reactor for ali design basis events. A completely
independent set of eight safety rods is located in the reflector vessel. These rods are withdrawn
hydraulically and inserted by a signal from the secondary reactor protection system. Any seven of
the eight outer rods are capable of safely shutting down the reactor for ali design basis events
without any contribution from the central rods. The outer rods perform no control or shimming
function.
Because the reactor is a heavy water system immersed in a light water pool, and because the
spent fuel is stored in light water pools, the reactor must be refueled using a remotely-operated
refueling apparatus that maintains separation between the reactor and pool water systems. The
operating cycle for the ANS is based on 17 days of steady state operation at full power, followed
by 4 days of refueling operations. Thus the reactor is restarted every 3 weeks. The reactor is
designed for 80% availability (excluding infrequent major maintenance activities). Became of the
need to schedule a large number of outside users, the predictability of operating cycles is as
important as overall availability.
A full-scale mockup of key reactor assemblies is provided for training and component testing
and for the development of remote systems recovery operations. A full-scope simulator is
provided for operator training and for the simulation of reactor transients.
The reactor cooling systems are arranged to remove decay heat by natural circulation and to
provide a number of other passive safety features. The four primary coolant loops (three of which
are in use at any time) are elevated with respect to the core and are immersed in water-filled cells
that can serve as a heat sink for 72 h after shutdown even with ali secondary coolant lines
isolated. The secondary loops also are elevated to allow natural circulation. The secondary tower
water inventory is held in pool structures coupled to the reactor support building that are
designed to survive the full range of postulated natural phenomena. The water inventory in_these
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pools is sufficient for storing decay heat through 30 days after reactor shutdown; the cooling
towers and the rest of the secondary coolant piping thus are not re_luired for reactor safety.
Similar principles are followed in the design of the reflector coolant loops.
The ANS is providedwith a dual containment system. Emergency planning zones have been
laid out besed on preliminarydispersion calculations for postulated severe accident conditions.
The postaccident conditions in the ANS containment, which is large in relationship to reactor
power and stored energy, are modest by comparison with power reactors. Evacuation zones can
be kept entirely within the Oak Ridge Reservation.
Electrical power is brought to the candidate site via a new substation on an existing
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 161 kV transndssion line. By division of the line, two
independent sources of power are provided, each fed from independent generating stations. A
third line capable of supplying emergency power requirements is brought over from the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) substation. Diesel generator sets also are provided. Divisional
separation is maintained throughout the plant.
A heavy water detritiation and upgradingplant is provided to remove tritium from heavy
water and m prevent the degradation of neutron flux due to the accumulation of protium. A
modification of processes in use in France and Canada is provided, resulting in a tritium-free
protium effluent. The recovered tritium is packaged for use in a variety of applications or for
storage. Removal of tritium from the reactor heavy water systems reduces the potential for
environmental releases of tritium as a result of spills or other occurrences.
Two 35 kW helium refrigeration plants are provided, one for each of the cold sources. The
compressors are located in a building along the east wall of the reactor support building. The cold
boxes are in the high bay of the reactor building; cryogenic lines feed gaseous helium at 5 K m
the cold sources on the ground floor of the reactor building.
The ANS is provided with an integrated distributed control system. State-of-the-art signal
collection, processing, and networking will be used to couple plant instrumentation with the
proceuu_rs in the central control complex. The displaysand panels of the control room are being
designed with the participation of research reactor operators and human factors analysts.
Networks from the control system also are routed to a secondary control room, a technical
operations center, and other emergency centers at ORNL.
Waste systems are designed for flexibility of operations to accommodate the changing nature
of waste management operations on the Oak Ridge Reservation. Other services are supplied from
central utility syster_ when available, or from dedicated systems at the ANS site. The ANS
complex is provided with sufficient shops, operator training facilities, and general operator support
facilities to enable efficient operation of the facility. Central sh_ps and craft pools at ORNL are
used for infrequent activities. An analysis of operations, maintenance, security, health physics, and
other staff and support requirements has been documented in support of the ANS conceptual
design.
2.2 REACTOR

221 Sesa Syste
Meeting the flux performance goals requires a reactor core,producing many neutrons (a high
fission rate and thus, for a research reactor, high power) in a small volume (thus compact
dimensions). The high thermal flux must be produced in a region that is acce_ible to the beam
tubes and of sufficient volume to accommodate a Largenumber of beam tubes and irradiation
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facilities. The reactor design is to be based on known technology to reduce the technical risk and
reduce the amount of R&D required to verify the design concept. The core "kineticsmust be
stable, and the reactivity coefficients for power, voiding, and other incidents must be negative.
The reactor core design must meet the standards used by comparable licensed facilities, including
safety margins for numerous parameters.
For these reasons, the ANS core design is based on the technology used at two existing high
flux reactors: the HFIR at ORNL and the ILL at Grenoble, France. The core is a compact
arrangement with two annular fuel elements. Because of the small size of the core relative to
reactor power, the heat flux across the fuel plates and into the coolant is unusually high. The fuel
is highly enriched U3Si2mixed with aluminum powder and clad with aluminum. Aluminum has a
high thermal conductivity and a relatively low neutron absorption cross section. It is particularly
well suited as a material for low temperature reactors designed to produce thermal neutrons. The
coolant, moderator, and reflector are ali heavy water. Heavy water is an effective moderator, and
it has a low absorption rate and a long diffusion length. These qualities result in a thermal flux
peak in an ac_re.ssibleregion of the reflector _ short distance away from the fuel. It also results in
a thermal flux profile across the reflector that does not fall off rapidly with distance from the
core, and therefore in a large volume of useable flux. Because the fast neutron and gamma fluxes
fall off more quickly, the outer volume of the reflector provides a particularly clean thermal
neutron flt_ Figure 2.8 shows the radial flux profile in the ANS, and Fig. 2.9 shows the axial flux
profile at the radius of the peak thermal flux. Some of the key physics parameters of the ANS
reactor are summarized in Table 2.1.
The high power and compact dimensions of the ANS core lead to a high power density and a
high heat flux at the surface of the fuel plates. Test loops have been constructed to measure the
oxidation of the fuel plate and to verify correlations used for heat transfer and for the critical
heat flux. Other research tasks have evaluated correlations for incipient boiling, flow instabilities,
and other phenomena. A fuels development program has irradiated highly enriched silicide fuel to
burnups that exceed the ANS operating conditions. Fission product retention and swelling
characteristics have been shown to be excellent.
Because of the high power density and low operating temperature of the core, a large volume
of water must flow between the plates. High coolant velocities also increase heat transfer
coefficients. A preliminary test loop has been operated, and others are planned, to validate
analytical methods that prove the stability of the thin fuel plates under ANS hydraulic conditions.
A summary of the coolant conditions in the ANS is shown in Table 2.2.
The two fuel elements are constructed of 684 involute-shaped fuel plates that span an inner
and outer aluminum sideplate. The involute shape provides a constant water gap thickness across
the span of the plates. A plan view of the larger, upper fuel element, which has 432 fuel plates, is
given in Fig. 2.10. A plan view of the lower fuel element, with 252 plates, is given in Fig. 2.11.
The fuel meat is a mixture of crushed U3Si2 powder and pure aluminum powder, graded in both
the radial and axial directions to tailor power profiles in the core. The clad and fuel element
structure is made of 'Type 6061 aluminum. The fuel powders are placed in a frame of aluminum,
and the clad is welded to both sides. The plates then are hot-rolled to the design thickness and
pressed on a die to form the involute shape. This produces a bonded cermet structure (not a
melt) in the fuel meat region and ensures a good bond between the fuel and the clad. Extensive
measurement,,; are made to ensure the proper fuel distribution, thickness, bonding, and other
parameters. A detail of a fuel plate, exaggerated in thickness, is shown in Fig. 2.12.
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Table 2.1. Key _r
....
m

physics parametem
Reference
value

Parameter
i i ]_1

i

_11

Reactor power
MW (deposited in fuel plates and fuel structure)
MW (fission)
Core life (full power days)
Core average thermal power density (MW/L)
Core peak-to-average thermal power ratio
Beginning of cycle (BOC)
Midc_e of cycle (MOC)
End of cycle (EOC)
Delayed neutron fraction
Prompt neutron lifetime (msec)
Peak reflector therntal flux
BOC (m-2s-t)
EOC (m-Zs-1)
Flux efficiency at EOC (m'Zs'lMWt"t)

i

i

i

303
330
17
4.5
2.31
2.12
1.78
0.008
0.5
7.19 x 1019
7.40 x 101'
2.24 x 1017

Maximum excess reactivity (pcm)'
31,070 (26.7% ,k/k)
C_re fissile loading at BOC (Kg ZeU)
15.1
Fuel burnup (Kg _U)
7.0
Core burnable poison loading
BOC (8 aB)
13
EOC (g loe)
<.06
*potential reactivity of core at 20*C without the effects of burnable poison, the
core pressure boundary tube and experiment facilities

....
iii
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Table 2.2. Primary and secondary coolant parameters
SI units

Alternate units

Core inlet temperature
Active core bulk outlet temperature
Hot leg return temperature
Primary coolant flow rate:
Total (through pump)
Through active core (fuel)
Vessel gap and island
Reactor assembly inlet pressure
Fuel inlet pressure
Reactor assembly outlet pressure
Core pressure drop:
Core power:
Fission
Thermal power in active core'
Heat carried by primary coolant
Core power to primary coolant
Pump power to primary coolant
Flow rate
Primary loop design temperature
Primary loop design pressure
Primary pD
Maximum primary tritium concentration
Maximum primary protium concentration
Secondary supply temperature
Secondary return temperature
Secondary coolant flow rate
Secondary maximum operating pressure

45*C
85"C
81°C

113°F
185"F
1780F

2.01 Mg/s
1.83 Mg/s
0.18 Mg/s
3.5 MPa
3.2 MPa
1.69 MPa
1.51 MPa

29,100 gal/min
26,500 gal/min
2,600 gal/min
508 psia
464 psia
245 psia
219 psia

330 MW
303 MW

1.13 × 109Btu/h
1.03 x 109Btu/h

316 MW
5.2 MW
25 m/s
100°C
4.0 MPa
4.5-4.9
185,000 MBq/L
0.2 at. %
29.4"C
46°C
4.96 m3/s
446 kPa

1.08 × 109 Btu/h
1.77 X 10 7 Btu/h
82 ft/s
212"F
580 psi
4.5-4.9
5 Ci/L
0.2 at, %
85"F
115"F
78,600 gal/min
64.7 psia
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The fuel plates are placed into axial grooves cut into the inside of the outer sideplate and the
outside of the inner sideplate. Circumferential grooves are cut on the outer sides cf the
sideplates, intersecting the axial grooves. A weld fs made around the circumferential grooves. This
welds the fuel plates into the sideplates at the intervals of the circumferential grooves.
Boron is placed in bands at the top and bottom of the fuel plates in the same manner as the
fuel meat. This provides a burnable poison, controlling much of the excess reactivity through the
fuel cycle. The location at the ends of the fuel also reduces power peaking from the high thermal
flux outside the fuel at these locations.
An elevation view of the reactor assembly is shown in Fig. 2.13. The main features of the
reactor assembly include the primary coolant pressure boundary components; the reflector vessel;
the central control rods; and the various experiment, refueling, and maintenance penetrations into
the reactor assembly. The penetrations in the upper reflector vessel head are shown in Fig. 2.14,
and the beam tubes and other facilities at reactor midplane are shown in Fig. 2.15.
The pressurized heavy water coolant flows up through the core. This allows a transition to
natural circulation modes of decay heat removal without flow reversal. Four separate cold legs
enter the primary coolant supply vessel at the bottom of the reactor assembly. The flow proceeds
through a core pressure boundary tube assembly around the fuel elements and then is turned
around the refueling access hardware above the reactor and leaves through a single hot leg.
Because the primary coolant pressure boundary components ahead of the core have the
greatest importance to reactor safety, they are provided with redundant safety features. The
primary coolant supply vessel and the four lines entering the vessel are surrounded by a pre_sure
skirt that spans between the bottom of the reflector vessel and the pool liner and is supported by
the reflector vessel supports. This skirt limits the water losses in the event of a mechanical failure
in the primary supply ve._el hardware. The supply lines are of a reduced diameter and are
arranged to restrict the rate of change of flow through the core should a failure occur in the inlet
pipes. The core pressure boundary tube is a double-walled structure, as shown in Fig. 2.16. The
inner core pressure boundary tube, which also serves as a core support, is normally in slight
compression and thus not subject to crack propagation. The outer core pressure boundary tube
normally carries the pressure load. Orifices allow sufficient coolant to flow between the two
structures. The inner core pressure boundary tube is designed to maintain the primary coolant
pressure and flow, under emergency load conditions, should the outer tube fail. "I_e orifices
between the two are sized so that if the outer tube fails completely, coolant flow and pressure in
the inner tube are adequate to cool the core. The core pressure boundary tube components will
be replaced on a regular basis became of the accumulation of radiation damage effects at
locations close to the core. Two piston ring type seals are used at the attachment of the outer
core pressure boundary tube to the primary coolant supply vessel. A traditional face seal is used
at the top of the outer core pressure boundary tube. Metallic seals are used throughout the
reactor assembly.
The reflector system is maintained at a low pressure, just above the static pressure produced
by the pool water. A significant fraction of the reactor heat is deposited in the reflector heavy
water and in the metal components inside the reflector. "I_e reflector water is circulated through
loops similar to those in the primary coolant system. The flow enters through a distribution
network at the bottom of the reflector vessel and exits through the vessel head. Many of the
individual components in the reflector vessel, such as the beam tubes, require enhanced cooling
provisions. Cooling shrouds are placed around the beam tubes. Reflector water enters each
shroud through an opening at the beam tube nose and is collected and returned to the reflector
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system through a collection system designed into the outer flange boss. Many of the irradiation
systems are provided with internal flow loops to cool the irradiation target or capsule; this flow
also cools the irradiation facility structure.
The reflector vessel provides the mechanical integration of the reactor assembly. The entire
reactor assembly is supported by the reflector vessel support. Because of the piston ring type seal
at the bottom of the core pressure boundary tube, the primarypressure boundary is restrained by
the reflector vessel assembly. Thus, the reflector vessel carries the loads created by the
pressurization of the primary system, and the differential pressure across the core. These functions
are considered in the design and safety classification of the reflector vessel.
2.2.2 Re.actor Control
The reactor control system consists of a set of primarycontrol and shutdown rods in the
center of the reactor; a set of secondary shutdown rods in the reflector; nuclear instrumentation;
primary and secondary shutdown systems; experiment protection systems; and control functions in
the plant control and data acquisition systems (PCDAS).
The primary control rods are the mechanical assembly seen in the center of the reactor
assembly in Fig. 2.13 and in the plan views of the core given in Figs. 2.10 and 2.11. The control
absorbers are cylinders of hafnium supported on aluminum structures. The rods are driven from
I:eneath the reactor assembly by electric motors located in the subpile room. Each of the rods is
scrammed independently and is actuated when the primary reactor shutdown system interrupts the
current to the magnets. Acceleration springs ensure a rapid initial insertion rate, and deceleration
springs and shock absorbers safely stop the rods at the end of their motion. The scram and power
level control systems are completely independent of each other.
The control functions are divided into a limited stroke regulating drive function, automatically
controlled by a se_,o, and a shim drive system. The maximum design speed of' the regulating
motion is 15 mm/s, corresponding to 0.5% Ak/k. s. The total reactivity worth of the regulating
stroke is limited to 0.8% Ak/k,corresponding to a 24 mm total stroke. The withdrawal rate of the
shim drive is 7.5 mm/s or slower, corresponding to a reactivity withdrawal rate of 0.25% ak/k • s.
The shim system also is provided with a non-reversible air motor for runback.
The secondary rods use boron absorber cylinders; this limits the heat generated in the rods,
including decay heat generated after reactor shutdown. The secondary shutdown rods serve as
safety and shutdown rods only and perform no power control functions. The eight rods normally
are held fully withdrawn by a flow of heavy water through the hydraulic piston system. When the
flc_wis released through a valve by the secondary reactor shutdown system, the absorber cylinders
are driven by springs and by gravity to their fully inserted position. The acceleration springs are
provided to increase the insertion rate of the secondary rods.
r_ion chambers are used for startup range operation and ion chambers for power range
operation. Because of the high flux inside the reflector, these instruments are located in the light
water pool outside the reactor. Gamma detectors are coupled with the neutron detectors to
detect unanticipated changes in neutron attenuation in the pool. Four sets of power range ion
chambers are located about 90° apart just above the horizontal centerline of the reactor assembly.
Mechanical drives are provided to adjust the distance between the ion chambers and the reflector
vessel, compensating for different power levels by varyingthe amount of light shielding water
between the reactor and the detectors.
The primary reactor shutdown system provides scrammingaction to the independent magnets
that release each of the three absorber cylinders. The primary reactor shutdown system is
composed of four redundant, independent instrument channels that are polled in logic circuitryto
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release the scram latches when any two of the four channels indicate that a protection parameter
has exceeded its set point. The secondary reactor shutdown system provides scramming action to
the eight outer rods by opening valves on the hydraulic system that holds the rods in their
withdrawn position. Upon loss of pressure, both the primary and secondary systems send signals to
the primary circulation pumps to trip the pumps to pony motor flow levels. Each channel of the
protection system consists of independent sensors, cables, logic networks, and actuators. Both
systems include provisions for on-line testing of the channels and for bypassing a failed channel.
An experiment protection system reduces reactor power if experiment parameters exceed
their set points. This system covers the irradiation facilities, cold sources, and hot source.
Protection systems also are provided for reactor secondary coolant isolation, beam tube isolation,
and reflector coolant isolation.
Normal control of the reactor is a function of the central PCDAS, which is part of the plant
instrumentation, control, and data system. Signals from the reactor protection systems are used by
the PCDAS; isolation devices are used to maintain the independence of the protection systems.
2.2.3 Refueling
and Maintenance
Because the ANS reactor is cooled and reflected with heavy water, but is immersed in a light
water pool, an automated refueling system is used to maintain the boundary between light and
heavy water. The major features of the refueling system are shown in Fig. 2.17.
The major components of the refueling system are a stack that extends from the top of the
reactor assembly to the top of the reactor pool, a transfer cell, and a tunnel that reaches
horizontally from the refueling stack to an area underneath the transfer cell. The stack and tunnel
are filled with heavy water, and the transfer cell is provided with a dry, controlled atmosphere
system. A water transfer lock is located at the bottom of the tunnel beneath the refueling cell.
The refueling system is used to disassemble the components at the top of the reactor
assembly, to move spent fuel out of the reactor, to place fresh fuel in the reactor, and to
reassemble the reactor components, lt is also used to replace reactor components, including the
core pressure boundary tube and the outer shutdown rod array, that must be replaced periodically
because of radiation damage. Portions of the stack act together with other dedicated equipment
for the removal of the inner control rod assembly.
During a normal refueling, the materials irradiation target assembly, the closure elbow, and a
load stack assembly are removed from the reactor and set aside in a storage area of the tunnel to
allow access to the fuel elements. A remote bridge hoist system with a set of custom tool heads is
used to remove components from the reactor assembly. Each tool head is designed to mate with a
single component only. Once access is gained to the upper fuel element, a neutron absorber is
locked onto the element. The element is then raised into a second, outer absorber and moved up
the stack and through the tunnel. When physical constraints allow, the dimensions of the heavy
water-filled structures are limited so that the elements do not have sufficient moderator for
criticality to occur, even without the absorbers. The fuel is moved through a lower, narrower
portion of the tunnel; however, the stack must be wide enough for the outer shutdown rod
assembly, and thus the absorbers are relied upon for criticality safety in that area. Either fuel
element would achieve criticality in infinite heavy water, without absorbers; but both elements are
subcritical in any light water configuration. Criticality control features are designed for fresh fuel;
this allows for removal of a core at any time due to some unibreseen conditions. Fuel is held for
decay of fission products (and thus heat generation rates) in a storage area of the tunnel, under
the transfer cell, for two reactor cycles. At the end of the second cycle, the spent fuel is placed in
the transfer lock under the tunnel. The lock is closed and purged with light water. The
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downgraded water is sent to the detritiation and upgrade plant for recovery. Once purged, the
lock device is moved to a position in the light water pool_ and the fuel is removed into a storage
position in the pool. Irradiation targets and reactor components are lifted out of the heavy water
into the transfer cell, held to dry, and then lowered through a hatch directly into the light water
pool.
Fresh fuel is moved directly from the reactor high bay into the transfer cell. The absorbers
are attached, and it is lowered into the tunnel. From here, placement of the fresh fuel and
reassernbly of the reactor is the inverse of the unloading steps. New seals are placed on the
reactor components while the fuel is being handled; in some eases, two components are used so
that seals can be placed in advance, reducing the overall time of the refueling operation.
Storage for 2 years of spent fuel inventory is provided inside the reactor building. After
2 years, fuel is transferred through a water lock to a cask loading station in a fuel handling area of
the reactor support building. It is assumed that spent fuel later will be shipped to Savannah River,
as is fuel from the HFIR. Additional storage capacity is provided in the fuel handling area in case
unforeseen circumstances delay the spent fuel shipments.
Tool heads are also provided for handling the core pressure boundary tube components and
the outer shutdown rod assemblies. Fuel must be removed prior to disassembly of the core
pressure boundary tube, which in turn must be removed prior to removal of the shutdown rod
assemblies. The outer core pressure boundary tube is the longest component handled by the
refueling system. Tooling for the outer shutdown rods includes devices to disconnect the hydraulic
system, as well as tooling to grapple the system hardware.
The inner control rods are removed using a cask that attaches to the top of the refueling
stack. Some of the lower components of the inner rod drive assemblies are removed through the
subpile room. The reactor must be drained before the lower drive assemblies (but not the control
rods themselves) can be removed.
The entire reactor assembly is designed for replacement during infrequent major maintenance
outages. Ali components are designed for access from above, using remote tooling. The reflector
and the portion of the primary coolant system in the reactor pool can be drained, dried, and
reflooded with light water. This allows major reactor overhauls to take piace using standard water
pool maintenance techniques. The stack and tunnel inside the reactor pool are designed to be
removable so that the entire reflector vessel can be lifted out and replaced. Materials irradiation
tests are under way to obtain firm estimates of component lifetime under ANS conditions.
2.2.4 Reactor Cooling
The ANS reactor cooling systems are designed to be highly reliable, and they incorporate a
number of passive and inherent safety features. The overall features of the ANS cooling systems
are shown in F'ig. 2.18. Primary heavy water coolant flows through three of four independent
loops; the fourth loop is an isolated spare. Reliability and availabilitystudies have shown that
three loops meet reliability goals, and that the capability of holding a loop out of service is
necessary to meet availabilitygoals. The primarycoolant pump motors are backed up by batterypowered pony motors capable of providing 10% of the normal flow. Coolant flows up through the
core, and the primary coolant loops are arranged in a simple, elevated configuration to allow
decay heat removal by natural circulation. The loops are either immersed in light water pools or
in limited volume cells; this ensures that a sufficient inventory of water is maintained to cool the
core. Heavy water flows through the shell side of the heat exchangers; the tube heads (which
extend out of the pools) are thus a_ible
for maintenance without breaking the heavy water
boundary. The main heat exchangers transfer heat to the light water secondary cooling system.
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Primary coolant flows from the main heat exchanger into an emergency heat exchanger. The
emergency heat exchangers transfer heat to the heat exchanger pool water, which flows by natural
circulation. Under normal operating conditions, the primary water is cooled before entering the
emergency heat exchangers, and there is little or no driving force tor natural convection so that
little heat is transferred to the pool water. If the secondary system isolation valves are closed, the
emergency heat exchanger warms up, and the flow of pool water through its secondary side begins
without any operator action. The heat exchanger pools have sufficient heat capaci.tyfor the first
72 h of decay heat. The secondary isolation valves are actuated independently for each loop based
on detection of radioactivity in the secondary loop; simultaneous isolation of ali three operating
secondary loops is highly unlikely.
The primary cooling system pressure is maintained by a feed-and-bleed let-down and
pressurizer pump system. Passive gas-charged accumulators are placed on each loop. The
accumulators slow loop depressurization in the event of a line break, allowing the core to survive
the initial transient. The accumulators also contain sufficient inventory to flood any limited
volume cell. The system is provided with high-point vents, and collection space is provided for
non-condensible gas ahead of the let-down valves.
The water inventory of the secondary system is held in pools that are part of the seismically
hardened reactor support building structure. The pools are elevated so that sufficient driving force
is available for natural circulation to take place. The secondary cooling towers are located on a
hill above the elevation of the pools so that they drain into the pools. In the event the cooling
towers are lost (such as loss of power to the circulating pumps), a valve automatically opens and
establishes a flow path directly through the secondary pool. The pools have sufficient heat
capacity for 30 days of decay heat. This removes the tower, and the coolant piping away from the
pools, from the reactor safety case. Each primary loop is coupled to an indepe.ndent secondary
loop so that contamination in the secondary loop can be traced to a given primary (and reflector)
heat exchanger.
The reflector cooling system is similar to the primary cooling system. Three of four loops are
used during normal operation. The reflector heat exchangers are located in the heat exchanger
pools, and ali piping is either in the pools or in limited volume cells. The reflector system is
pressurized directly by the water head of the elevated let-down tank. Although the primary and
reflector systems are kept separate at the reactor, the heavy water of the two systems mixes at the
let-down tank. Because forced flow is needed to cool certain components in the reflector vessel,
the reflector pumps are backed up with pony motors.
Key parameters of the primary and secondary cooling systems were given earlier in Table 2.2.
_

Re.actor Containment

The ANS containment meets not only the requirements of 10 CFR 100 but also the lower
dose recommendations of the Environmental Protection Agency Protection Action Guides. The
design of the containment was an iterative process of determining feasible design concepts,
evaluating source terms and releases, and assessing dose rates at control zone boundaries.
Containment performance requirements and zone boundaries then were adjusted until the
requirements of the regulations and guides were met. For the conceptual eval'mtions of the ANS
containment, the source term used consists of 100% of the iodine and noble gases and 1% of
other radionuclides. Further R&D is under way to refine the source term.
The various control zones around the ANS are shown in Fig. 2.19; the lower set of circles is
plotted around the remote release point instead of the center of the containment. The first
control zone is the candidate site itself. This zone is occupied by the ANS operations and research
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staff; safe evacuation of the site is achieved through training and drills. Any releases during a
severe accident would occur at the remote release stack, which is located so that prevailing winds
would not carry the plume over evacuation routes.
The exclusion area extends from the candidate site to a distance of 1000 m. The dose at the
outer boundary of the exclusion area under the most severe scenario would be 0.05 Sv (5 rem)
whole body and 0.25 Sv (25 rem) to the thyroid, over 2 h. This zone would be under the direct
control of the ANS operations staff and could be evacuated quickly.
The low population zone extends from the outer boundary of the exclusion area to a distance
of 2000 m. The dcxseat the outer boundary of the low population zone under the most severe
scenario would be 0.05 Sv (5 rem) whole body and 0.25 Sv (25 rem) to the thyroid over the
duration of the event. The low population zone includes a number of moderate-sized ORNL
facilities. Evacuation times of 2 h or longer (depending on the distance from the ANS) would
avoid exceeding the higher range of the protection action guides.
The immediate notification zone extends from the outer boundary of the low population
zone to the Oak Ridge Reservation boundary (not less than 2500 m). At the boundary of this
zone, the dose would not exceed 0.01 Sv (1 rem) whole body and 0.05 (5 rem) to the thyroid over
24 h. This zone includes the main ORNL complex but does not include any private residences. No
member of the public off the reservation is in a zone that requires immediate notification, even at
the lower range of the protection action guides. Emergency planning zones may range from 8 to
16 km (5 to 10 miles) from the ANS candidate site, as agreed to by local government authorities.
The main features of the ANS containment are shown in Fig. 2.20. The containment is a dual
structure with an inner steel pressure vessel and an outer concrete shield building. The inner
containment is designed for an outleakage not to exceed 0.2% of containment volume per day
(for conservatism, analyses are based on 0.5% outleakage per day) at a design pressure of 69 kPa
(10 psi). The outleakage is collected in the containment annulus, filtered for removal of iodine
and particulates, and released at the remote stack. The filter systems are designed for a
decontamination factor of 800 (for conservatism, analyses are based on a factor of 400).
The operations and research zones within containment arc kept separate so that the research
zone can be evacuated before the consequences of an incident in the operations zone reach that
area. To protect the containment and building structures, relief paths open when the differential
pressure between the zones reaches 14 kPa (2 psi).
2.2.6 Re,actor Mockup and Simulator
The ANS includes two key systems for training operators and for resolving uncertainties
associated with unusual operating circumstances. The first is the mockup. This is a full scale
assembly of reactor and refueling components. The mockup is used for general training, to test
the fit of experiments and other equipmen*, hei-,g installed in the reactor, and to work through
recovery procedures should remote refueling and maintenance equipment fail. The mockup is also
used for training for maintenance and replacement of experiment facilities, including beam tubes.
The mockup includes many reactor parts identical to the real component; others are simulated to
represent the real size and mass; and still others (such as the reflector vessel) are provided with
open panels for viewing other components. Since maintenance of the inner control rods is within
the scope of the mockup, and since the maintenance systems for control rod removal arc quite
tall, the mockup building is about as tall as the office and operations support buildings.
The other training dcx,ice is a full-scope reactor simulator. This facility is laid out to be
identical to the main control room. The simulator software is capable of displaying the transient
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behavior of the reactor over ali design basis scenarios. The simulator is located in the operations
support building, along with classrooms and other training facilities.
2.3 RF_EARCH FACIL1TIF_
23.1 Neutron Sources
The hea,,y water in the reflector serves as the thermal neutron source for beams and
irradiation facilities. Axial and radial flux profiles in the reflector were presented earlier in
Figs. 2.8 and 2.9. The peak thermal flux in the reflector is at a i:adius of about 330 mm at the core
axial midplane. The beam tubes are arranged so that the nose of tile tube is located near the flux
peak, but the beam tube does not directly view the core or the gammas coming off the cx_re
pressure boundary tube hardware. The thermal flux falls off slowly with radial and axial distance,
but the fast neutron flux and the gamma flux fall off fairly rapidly (although the gamma flux has a
local peak near the reflector vessel wall because of neutron capture in aluminum). Thus facilities
requiting a strong thermal neutron source but low heating rates (such as the analytical chemistry
pneumatic tubes or the general purpose isotope production targets) are located farther out in the
reflector. Immediately adjacent to the core pressure boundary tube, the fast and epithermal
components of the neutron flux are higher; some materials irradiatit.n and transuranic isotope
production facilities are located in this region.
The fast and epithermal neutron flux is even higher inside and immediately outside the fuel
elements inside the core pressure boundary tube. The main transuranium production and
materials irradiation facilities are located in these regions.
The liquid deuterium cold source systems moderate neutrons to an energy spectrum
corresponding to an effective moderator temperature below 40 K. With the reactor at full power,
the cold flux is about 2.2 x 10TMsterad "1. nm"1• m"2. s"1and the cryogenic heat load is 30 kW.
The cold sources use centrifugal pumps to circulate liquid deuterium continuously through a
cryogenic loop containing a moderator vessel (located in a reflector vessel horizontal thimble) and
a cryogenic heat exchanger (located outside the biological shield). Energy is transferred from the
liquid deuterium to cold helium gas in the heat exchanger. During normal operation, the lower
end of each cold source system (including the heat exchanger, pumps, cryogenic deuterium
plumbing, and the moderator vessel) will be flooded with liquid deuterium to a level just above
the heat exchanger core. The nominal operating pressure of the cold deuterium system is
0.5 MPa, and with the reactor at full power, the temperature of the deuterium entering and
leaving the moderator vessel is 20 K and 24 K, respectively. Each cold source is provided with a
large, low pressure receiver (60 ma at 0.5 to 0.8 MPa) to hold the deuterium vapor during
warmup. This avoids the need to pump or vent the 77 kg of deuterium in each system under
either normal or emergency conditions. The entire deuterium system is surrounded by monitored
vacuum and/or helium envelopes to minimize the probability of a deuterium-oxygen reaction.
The major features of the cold source penetration in the reflector vessel are shown in
Fig. 2.21. The cold source assembly enters the side of the reflector vessel through a water-cooled,
reinforced thimble assembly and vacuum jacket° Thus although the cold source is dimensionally
inside the reflector vessel, it is kept physically outside the outer boundary of the reflector. The
moderator vessel i_ at the front of the thimble, supported by a light tubing structure. Thermal
neutrons pass through the thimble and vacuum jacket walls, but cold neutrons only need to pass
through the thin moderator vessel wall and thin windows at the guide entrances. The horizontal
cold neutron guide array extends into the biological shield penetration, almost to the flange
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assembly on the outer reflector vessel wall. A very cold neutron guide reaches up to the
moderator vessel from above the hodzo.ital guides; these guides can be curved to a shorter, radius
than the cold guides, allowing some flexibility in their routing. A rotating shutter assembly is
located near the rear of the penetration. The deuterium transfer lines also are routed above the
cold guides from the moderator vessel to the heat exchanger and circulating pump located in a
cold box outside the penetration above the removable roof sections.
An extensive R&D program supports development of cold source design concepts and
includes neutronic performance evaluations and studies of the stability and overall safety of the
cold sources.
...
The hot source, shown in Fig. 2.22, is a cylindricalgraphite moderator shrouded within an
insulating envelope and enclosed in a water-cooled, double wall containment vessel. The
moderator, a monolithic cylinder of high density graphite, is heated to at least 2000 K by the
neutron and gamma flux. Insulation of carbon-bonded carbon fiber graphite and helium surrounds
and supports the graphite block inside the containment vessel. The helium environment prevents
oxidation cg"the moderator graphite and is monitored during operation. The structural
containment vessel is a double-walled structure made of Zircaloy. The outer wall of the vessel is
provided with light water cooling channels, and the gap between the two walls is filled with
helium at 0.6 MPa. The entire hot source assembly, including cooling water and instrumentation
lines, is inserted into a thimble in the reflector vessel. This thimble also is provided with forcedflow cooling. Two beam tubes view the hot source through the hot source penetration and
thimble, As with the cold sources, the hot source is located dimensionally inside the reflector
v_sel but physically outside the reflector outer boundary.
The hot source concept is currentlybased on existing installations at the ILL and other
facilities. An R&D program to develop the design concepts and analytical tools further will begin
soon after the conceptual design. In particular,moderators other than graphite will be evaluated.
2.3.2 Beam Transport and Instruments
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The array of horizontal beam tubes extending from the reflector vessel to instruments
clustered around the biological shield is shown in Fig. 2.23. The beam tubes have an elliptical
cross section, 200 mm tall and 100 mm wide. Because of the inverse square losses encountered
with standard beam tubes, the instruments are located as close to the source as possible. In some
cases, however, sections of supelTnirrorguides are used to allow instruments to be moved back
from the shield wall.
The peak flux at the front of the beam tubes is on the order of 6.5 × 1019m-2 • s-1. There
are seven horizontal thermal beam tubes, two hot beam tubes, and one through-tube system. In
general, the beam tube penetrations consist of five major components. A penetration liner is built
into the concrete shield. A typical plan view of a thermal beam tube biological shield penetration
is given in Fig. 2.24. A transition casing extends through the pool from a flange on the inside of
the penetration liner to the boss on the reflector vessel. The beam tube thimble inside the
reflector vessel also attaches to the reflector vessel boss. A beam tube plug extends into the
transition casing and provides initial collimation and shielding of the beam. The beam tube plug
includes a window that is designed to contain the reflector tank heavy water if the beam tube
thimble were to fail. Backing up the window is a sealed valve. A shield plug assembly fills the
outer half of the biological shield and includes the rotating shutter and collimator drums. The
penetration for one of the beam tubes (HB-2) is enlarged to allow the possibility of a future
thermal guide array extending out to a second guide hall.
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The through-tube systemis designed to allowsamples to be loaded at one end and viewed
from the other end without the background gamma radiation normallyassociated with a window
at the end of a beam tube. The penetration at the viewing end is identical to the thermal beam
tube penetrations, while the penetration at the loading end is of a specializeddesign.
The horizontal cold neutron guide array is shown in Fig. 2.25.Seven guides are illuminated
by each cold source. Each guide is aligned to view the center of the cavityin the cold source.
Adjacent guides are 2= apart so that neutrons that are just past the 1° critical angle for one guide
can be,collected by the ne_ guide. To provide adequate spacing in the guide hall for instruments,
the guides arc in three groups with a 6° angle between the center lines of the closest guides in
the adjacent groups. To minimizethe gamma flux down the guides, the cold source location and
guide layout also have been arranged so that no straight guide has a direct view of the reactor
core assembly.The outermost guide from one cold source is split within containment to provide
two beams for the D-16 analyticalchemistryinstruments. In a similar manner, the outermost guide
from the other cold source is split within containment; one polarization is sent to the neutron spin
echo instrument, and the other polarization is sent to the L-12 parity violation experiment station.
Three major types of guide mirror materials are used. Normal mirrors are coated with natural
nickel; these provide a reflectivitygreater than 0.994 and a critical angle of 1° at a wavelength of
1 nm. Extended mirrors are coated with isotopicallypure SSNi;these provide a reflectivity greater
than 0.994 and a critical angle of 1.15° at 1 am. Supermirrors are coated with a multilayer
structure; these provide a reflectivityof greater than 0.98 and a critical angle of 3° at 1 nra. Not
ali instruments can take advantage of the greater divergencesof the extended performance guides.
Thus UNi and supermirror guides are used only in situations where real gains are obtained by
their use. Most of the horizontal guides have an inside cross section of 200 mm vertically by
50 mm horizontally.
The portion of the guides outside the biologicalshield within the reactor building and in a
transition area of the guide hall are contained within a concrete enclosure to provide radiation
shielding.The roof panels near the biologicalshield are removable to allow access to the guide
system for maintenance. Beginning at a distance of -50 m from the reactor in the guide hall,
each guide line is provided with separate shielding.The guides penetrate reactor containment as
they extend out into the guide han. Vacuum gate valves are provided at both pximaryand
secondary containment; containment isolation of the guides is not significantlydifferent from
isolation of the piping systemsthat penetrate containment.
A thermal slant beam tube and one slant cold guide from each cold source extend to the
second floor experiment area, as shown in Fig. 2.26. The slant thermal beam tube is provided with
a shielded facilityused to lower small fissile material foils into the neutron flux; the experiment
using this beam tube collects the f'_ion products emitted from the foil. Penetration designs for
this facilityare somewhat different than for other beam tubes. The slant cold guides are used for
neutron depth profiling and other general purpose applications.They have an inside cross section
of 75 mm by 75 mm. Penetrations for the slant guides are relativelystraightforward.Ali three of
the slant beam facilities are provided with rotating shutter mechanisms.
One very cold guide extends horizontallyfrom each cold source and is curved to reach a
research location on top of the shielding roof over the horizontal cold guides. One of the very
cold guides supplies neutrons to an optical bench facility.The other supplies an ultra cold neutron
turbine, as shown in Fig. 2.27.
Three, types of casks are planned for servicingthe neutron transport systems.The most
complex and the largest cask is for replacing beam tube thimbles, light water transition assemblies,
and hot source and cold source systems,includingtheir thimbles and light water transition
assemblies.This cask is to mate to the biologicalshield face after the penetration plugs have been
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removed. A telescoping arm and end effector will be used to disconnect the component from the
reflector vessel and then pull it back into the cask. The shield design is driven by the activation of
typical Type 6061 aluminum that produce., a significant flux of 1.1 MeV photons by the decay of
_Zn, with a 244-day half life. Because of elevation and geometry differences, separate casks will
be needed for replacing the through-tube and the slant tubes. These will have similar telescoping
and handling systems but can be smaller in diameter.
A list of the 48 beam instruments included in the ANS Project is given in Table 2.3. Of
these, 38 instruments are used for neutron scattering. Some of the more versatile scattering
instruments are depicted in Figs. 2.28 through 2.31. A single crystal diffractometer is used to
measure the atomic or molecular structure of a sample that can be produced as a single crystal. A
powder diffractometer is used to measure the atomic or molecular structure of a sample that
cannot be produced as a single crystal or that will lose its crystalline form during the experiment,
for example by being subjected to a phase transition. A triple axis spectrometer is used to
measure the dynamic properties of a sample that can be produced as a single crystal; specific
functions include the ability to measure phonons, magnons, and spin or charge density w,aves as a
function of the direction in the crystal. A small-angle neutron scattering camera is used to
measure the pattern of intensity scattered in the forward direction by the sample. Many other
capabilities are provided by the other instruments listed in Table 2.3.
Most of the neutron scattering instruments share five basic subsystems. The beam preparation
system includes the monochromator, polarizer, and collimators that define the beam, and the
associated biological shielding that reduces the level of radiation at the first external surface to
levels that are as low as reasonably achievable and in any case no more than 25 #Sv/hr. The
sample handling and environmental control system includes mechanical supports for the sample,
automated support movement devices, beam definition diaphragms, and devices such as cryostats
or magnets to provide and control the sample environment, together with interfaces to associated
services such as helium gas recovery. The beam detection and analysis system includes the postsample collimators, the energy and polarization analysis subsystem, the neutron detectors and
motorized detector supports, and anti-back-end encoders. The instrument data collection and
control system includes the electronic control interfaces, the local computer and data storage and
display system, and networking interfaces to other data handling systems.
Many of the scattering instruments require precise angular adjustments of samples, analyzers,
and detectors. These instruments are constructed of standard modules and are floated on
precision air pads. Polished, level floors are provided under them to ensure precise alignment of
the instrument components. Some instruments, such as the L-7 interferometer, require highly
specialized stable foundations. Instrument stations are provided with standard service kiosks,
computer and control stations, and other support modules. Instruments are encircled with
shielding as appropriate; interlocks close beam shutters when the shield doors are opened.
Instrument monitoring and control data are transmitted on an experiment systems network,
allowing monitoring and control of an instrument from a remote location such as the office
building. This reduces the time a user must be at the instrument, reducing dose exposures and the
average number of occupants in the containment.
Eight of the beam instruments listed in Table 2.3 are used for nuclear and fundamental
physics research. Whereas the scattering instruments tend to be general research tools, some of
the nuclear and fundamental physics instruments are designed specifically for a given experiment.
Many of the highly specialized instruments may be provided by participatingresearch teams; only
the termination of the beam and a set of standard support facilities would be provided by the
ANS Project.
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Table 2.3. Beam instruments at the ANS
ml.

i

Number

Instrument

Beam

i

Neutron scattering instnonents
Single crystal iasmunmts:
T-1
T-2
T-3
H.1
I.,-10

Single crystal diffractometer
Single crystal diflractometer
Polarized single crystal diffroactometer
Single crystal diffractometer
Protein crystal diffractometer

HB-4
HB-6
HB-6
HB_10
CS-23

Pomnkr _[ractome, tcls:
T-4
T-5
L-5

High resolution powder diffxactometer
High intensity powder diffractometer
High resolution powder diffxactometer

HB.3
HB-2
CS-22

"Hme,.ofoflightspectrometers:
T-6
T.7
T-8
D-1
D-9
L-6

Diffuse scattering time-of-flight spectrometer
Diffuse scattering .time-of-flight spectrometer
Time-of-flight spectrometer
Multi-chopper time-of-flight spectrometer
Time-focussing time-of-flight spectrometer
Diffuse scattering time-of-flight spectrometer

HB-2
HB-2
HB-1
CS-23
CS-11
CS-21

Triple
axisspectrometers:
"1"-11
T-12
H-4
D-11
D-12
I.-8
L,-9

Triple
Triple
Triple
Triple
Triple
Triple
Triple

axis
axis
axis
axis
axis
axis
axis

spectrometer
spectrometer
spectrometer
spectrometer
spectrometer
spectrometer
spectrometer

HB.7
HB-8
I-IB-9
CS-12
CS-13
CS-14
CS.25

Small angle neutronscattering
cameras:
L-I
D-3
D-4
L-li
D-5
L-2
D-6

10 m small angle neutron scattering camera
20 m small angle neutron scattering camera (biology)
40 m small angle neutron scattering camera
Double crystal small angle neutron scattering camera
40 m small angle neutron scattering camera
20 m small angle neutron scattering camera
20 su small angle neutron scattering camera

CS-25
CS-22
CS.12
CS-26
CS-13
CS-24
CS.16

Liquids and amorphous umtering
H-2

q

General purpose liquids diffrac_ometer

I-lB.10
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Table 2.3. (continued)
Number

Instrument

Beam

High resolution s_py:
D-2
D-10
L-4

Neutron spin echo spectrometer
Backscattering spectrometer
Backscattering spectrometer

CS-27a
CS-16
CS-24

Neutron optical insu'uments:
L-7
D-13
V-1

Interferometer
Reflectometer
Very cold neutron optical bench

CS-26
CD- 11
VCG-1

Ultra-cold neutron facilities:
V-2

Ultra cold neutron turbine converter

VCG-2

Stations running off V-2:
U-1
U-2
U-3
U-4
U-5

Gravity-fall spectrometer
Neutron storage bottle
Neutron microscope
Electric dipole moment
Ultra cold neutron station

Developmental scattering instruments:
L-3
C-1

General purpose area detector
Slant cold neutron station

CS-26
SCG-1

(There are a total of 38 neutron scattering instruments, counting the turbine but not
the ultra cold neutron stations around the turbine)
Nuclear and fundamental physics instruments
Thermal nuclear physics:
T.9
T-lO

Through-tube loading station
Ultra-high resolution gamma-spectroscopy

HB-11
HB-5

Polarized nuc/car physics:
:

=

D-7
D-8
L-12

Precision gamma ray bolometer
Weak interaction physics
Parity violation

CS-21
CS-14
CS-27b
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Table 2.3. (continued)
Number

Instrument

Beam

General nuclear physics:
D-14
D-15
T-13

Nuclear structure
Nuclear spectroscopy
Isotope separation on-line

CS-15
CS-15
Large
slant
beam
tube

(There are a total of 8 nuclear and fundamental physics instruments, not including
the ultra cold neutron stations around the turbine)
Materials analysis facilities:
D-16
C-2
GIF

i i

ii

Prompt "r activation analysis multibeam
Neutron depth profiling
3,-in'adiation facility

CS-17a,
CS-17b
SGG-2
Spent
fuel
pool
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Two of the physics instruments involve the irradiation of target material in a beam. These
include the through-tube facility and the isotope separation on-line (ISOL) facility served by the
slant thermal beam tube. Neutron-rich, ionized f'_ion fragments are collected and studied at the
ISOL facility. An accelerator may be added to this facility, creating unique research opportunities
with this type of charged particle.
The parity violation station (L-12) provides an intense polarized cold neutron beam and a
location suitable for safely performing experiments involving multi-litre quantities of liquid
hydrogen. The beam is used to investigate weak interactions by creating polarized, excited nuclei
through the capture of spin-polarized neutrons and then studying the asymmetryof the radiation
emitted by the excited nucleus. This instrument is located in a separate blockhouse at the edge of
the guide hall in such a way that hydrogen safety issues do not affect the rest of the reactor and
guide hall complex.
Most of the other physics instruments envisioned at this time consist of relatively standard
components.
Two classes of beam facilities are provided for materials analysis.The prompt _, activation
analysis multibeam facility (D-16) is located in the guide hall. Because these instruments measure
gamma rays from neutron capture within a specimen, it is essential that the local gamma ray and
ambient neutron background be as low as possible. To achieve this result, these instruments will
be located on a bent neutron guide tube at one side of the guide hall where gamma rays and fast
neutrons from other experiments are likely to be low. The beam will be split at the end of the
bent guide, and separate beams will be sent to the instruments along straight sections.
The neutron depth profiling facility is located in the second floor of the reactor building on
one of the _;lantcold guides. Two sample stations will be provided. Having a very low gamma ray
background is not as critical for this instrument, as charged particles are being measured in this
facility.
2.33 In-core Irradiation Facilities
'

•

=

:

Irradiation facilities included in the ANS are summarized in Table 2.4. Of these, the
transuranium production and materials irradiationprograms use irradiation positions inside the
primary coolant boundary.
The transuranium production facilities are designed to produce up to 1.5 g of 2s_:_fand up to
40/_gof _S4Esannually. Up to 30 transuranium production targets, similar to those currently
produced and processed at the REDC and irradiated at the HFIR, are arranged outside the lower
fuel element as seen in the plan view of the core in Fig. 2.11. A sketch of the target currently in
use at the HFIR is shown in Fig. 2.32. These targets initially are tilled with curium 8hd are
irradiated in an epithermal flux, which promotes absorption of neutrons without f_ioning. The
targets are held in a target cage assembly that attaches to the lower fuel support structure. The
target array is installed and removed using the reactor refueling system. Target arrays can be left
in the reactor for multicycle irradiations or can be removed during refueling. The target array is
lifted out of the heavy water tunnel in the refueling transfer cell and lowered into the light water
pool.From there,
itismoved toa handling
station
ina pool,
wherethecageisdismantled
atlda
new array is assembled. Targets move in and out of the reactor building through the spent fuel
pools and transfer tunnels. They are loaded into casks in the fuel handling area of the reactor
support building for shipment b_ck to the REDC.
Five instrumented and five noninstrumented materials irradiation targets are located inside
the upper fuel element, as seen in the upper element plan view in Fig. 2.10. Again, the capsule
tt_ier.
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Table 2.4. Irradiation facilities at the ANS
_llll

--

III .

I

I

.

Number
ii

.

I

ii

i

I

I

III

iiii

.

Facility

I

i

I

,

ii

I

i i

[

i

Location

ii

i

Transuranium production facilities
In.mn: lrradiatioa facilities:
In-core irradiation targets (up to 30)
Reflec_r irradiation facilities:

Outside lower fuel element

HT-2

Reflector

Epithermal hydraulic rabbit tube

Support facilities:
Target handling area
Cask loading area
Hydraulic tube unloading area

Experiment pool
Fuel handling area pool
Reactor building

Materials irradiation facilities
In-core irradiation facilities:
Instrumented irradiation facilities (5)
Noninstrumented irradiation facilities (5)
Reflector irradiation facilities:

Inside upper fuel element
Inside upper fuel element

SH.I
SH-2

Reflector
Reflector

Slant irradiation facility
Slant irradiation facility

Support facilities:

Upperslant hole facility
Storage pool experiment handling facility
Shielded valve box
Materials irradiation monitoring and control facility
Capsule segmentation and loading cells

Reactor pool
Experiment pool
Third floor of reactor building
Adjacent to main control room
Third floor of reactor building

Isotope production facU_'e.s
Reflector Irradiation Facilities:
HT-1
HT-3
HT.4
VH.I
VH-2
VH-3
VH.4

Hydraulic rabbit tube
Hydraulic rabbit tube
Hydraulic rabbit tube
Vertical irradiation facility
Vertical irradiation facility
Vertical irradiation facility
Venical irradiation facility

SuFPOn facilities:
Rabbit loading and handling facilities
Target handling facilities

1

Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
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Table2.4.(continued)
Number

,......

,, .....

Facility

_

Location

|,

Analytical

A_vation

ana_is facilities:

PT-1
PT-2
p'r.3
PT-4
PT.5
PF.1
PF-1

Pneumatic
Pneumatic
Pneumatic
Pneumatic
Pneumatic
Pneumatic
Pneumatic

rabbit tube
rabbit tube
rabbit tube
rabbit tube
rabbit tube
rabbit tube
rabbit tube

(2 cc)
(40 cc)
(40 ce)
(40 cc)
(40 cc)
(120 cc)
(120 cc)

i i

L

i

i ii i ,v--

chemistry facilities

Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Reflector
Light water pool
Light water pool

Positron facilities:
Krypton irradiation facility
Positron beam facilities

Reflector (TBD)
Second floor, reactor building

Materials analysis facilities:
GIF

_-irradiation facility

Spent fuel pool

Support fadlities:
NAAF-1 facility
NAAF-2 facility

Reactor building
Research support building

-Z
m
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noninstrumented capsules are 16 mm in diameter. Both are 500 mm long. The capsules are
attached to the materials irradiation target support assembly and are cooled by water exiting the
lower fuel element. Heat is removed from specimens inside the instrumented capsules by
conduction through a gas mixture and through the capsule tube wall to the primary coolant. The
temperature of the samples is controlled by changing the mixture of gases to vary the thermal
conductivity of the gas. A continuous flow is provided to ensure mixing of the gases.
Noninstrumented positions can be shifted radially for spectral tailoring.
The materials irradiation targets are removed as one assembly by the refueling system and are
:ransferred in the controlled atmosphere of the refueling cell to the light water pool. From there,
they are moved to the storage pool experiment handling facility, where they are disassembled
using long-handled tools. Thermocouple wiring and capillary gas lines will be routed from the
experiment array flange assembly, through the refueling tunnel, to thermocouple and capillary gas
line junction boxes in or adjacent to the light water pool. From the junction boxes, the lines will
go to the shielded valve box assembly. Overtemperature protection and/or monitoring for loss of
experiment pressure will be provided through the reactor control system to avoid irradiated
capsule conditions that could result in reactor component damage.
Capsule segmentation and loading cells are located on the third floor of the reactor building.
One of the cells extends over the light water canal, allowing experiments to be brought into the
cells directly from the pools. One hot cell is equipped to cut off the sample end of a material
irradiation capsule and to transfer the sample to a second hot cell for shipping in a cask or
through the canal system. Facilities are provided for disposing_of activated scrap. A laydown area
is provided on the third floor of the reactor buildi_g for delivery of new capsules. Capsules are
moved from the laydown area into the storage pool e_periment handling facility for final assembly
and loading into the irradiation facilities.
A shielded valve box is located on the third floor of the reactor building. Remote valves
operate the gas systems; the gas supply cylinders are located adjacent to the shielded enclosure.
The materials irradiation monitoring and control facility is located adjacent to the main control
room. This allows direct communication between the reactor operators and the materials
irradiation control room.
23.4 Reflector and Pool Irradiation Faefl/ties
Irradiation facilities in the reflector include static facilities; both hydraulic and pneumatic
rabbit tubes; and support programs for transuranie isotopes production, production of other
industrial and medical isotopes, materials irradiation, and analytical chemistry.
Two irradiation facilities are provided adjacent to the core pressure boundary tube for
irradiating materials in a relatively hard spectrum. These are slanted to clear hardware at the top
of the reactor assembly. Each facility holds an instrumented capsule 46 mm in diameter by
300 mm long. The facility tubes terminate in the light water reactor pool. They are designed for
the replacement of capsules after the reactor is shut down and the facility has been drained of
heavy water, blown dry, and reflooded with light water. The thermocouple wires, capillary gas
lines, and a strain relief line form a cable from the capsule to a connector assembly held in a
support bracket near the top of the enclosure. The cable is routed around a weighted sheave that
prevents crimping of the gas lines. After the connector is pulled apart, the cable attached to the
capsule is reeled up around the drum until the capsule clears the facility. The entire assembly,
with the capsule remaining under pool water for shielding, is then moved to the experiment
handling area in the storage pool. The new capsule is inserted by reversing the previous steps.
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The gas and instrument leads are coupled to the shielded valve box used by the in-core
facilitie.s.Capsule conditions are controlled from the materials irradiation monitoring and control
facility.
Figure 2.33 depicts the array of hydraulic and pneumatic tube facilities included in the ANS.
Three of the hydraulic tubes are used for production of industrial and medical isotopes; HT-2,
which terminates in a relatively hard spectral region near the core pressure boundary tube, is used
for special transuranium isotope production activities. The hydraulic tubes terminate in a hot cell
in the high bay of the reactor building; manipulators are used to insert and remove the targets.
Targets can be loaded into shielded containers directly from the hot cell bank or can be moved
through the pools to any of the other handling facilities.
The pneumatic tubes are used for activation analysis. Five pneumatic tubes enter the outer
regions of the reflector, where the thermal neutron flux is still relatively high but heating rates
have fallen significantly. Two of the pneumatic tubes extend into the light water pool outside the
reflector vessel. These are used with samples that cannot be exposed to the heating rates
encountered inside the reflector. The pneumatic tubes terminate in facilities located in the high
bay of the reactor building. These facilities include a counting station for very short-lived isotopes
and a transfer station to pneumatic tubes that communicate with counting facilities located in the
research support building in an area of low radiation background. This approach ensures that
pneumatic tubes outside containment do not communicate directly with the reactor assembly.
Four vertical irradiation facilities are located in the outer volume of the reflector vessel.
These are used for irradiating larger targets for the industrial and medical isotopes programs.
Hydraulic pressure is used to insert the targets in the irradiation position or to return targets to a
holding position above the reactor assembly. The holding position is valved off, purged of heavy
water, dried, and reflooded with light water. The top of the facility is then opened, and the target
is removed through the light water pool.
A facility is provided in the reflector vessel for irradiating krypton gas in support of a
positron facility, which is not included in the initial scope of the ANS. Positrons are produced by
the decay of _gKr,which has a half life of 35 h. Krypton gas is introduced into an irradiation
facility in the reflector vessel for irradiation periods of approximately 100 h. After irradiation, the
gas is pumped to a cryogenic condensation station located in space reserved on the second floor
of the reactor building. Neon gas then will be condensed on the krypton layer as a moderator.
Slow positrorLswill be directed through beam lines to experiment stations in the second floor
experiment area.
A gamma irradiation facility will be located in the fuel storage area. It will use the gamma
radiation emitted from one or more spent fuel elements to irradiate paints, plastics, and other
materials to allow an evaluation of the damage that high doses of gamma radiation cause to these
materials.
2.3.5 F.x_riment Support
Experiment support facilities include a number of laboratories and work areas, many of which
are located in the research support building. Cryogenic, high temperature, high pressure, and
magnet laboratories are provided tor developing and maintaining specialized sample environment
systems. Chemistry, biochemistry, and polymer laboratories are provided for sample preparation
activities. A support laboratory is provided for calibrating and te_ting hardware for nuclear and
fundamental physics experiments. A crystal growth laboratory is provided for making
monochromator and analyzer crystals.
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A work area is provided in the immediate vicinity of each instrument for final sample
preparation before mounting the experiment so that new samples can be ready for immediate use
when a sample (or user) change takes place. This area will be provided with a standard set of
utilities including electric power, plant process cooling water, vacuum pump exhaust, and gas
services.
Machine and instrument shops and storage areas are provided for experiment support. A
small machine shop is provided for use by experimentalists needing to make small modifications to
their experiment as it progresses. An off-line assembly facility with an area equal to the largest
experiment station is provided. This facility is readilyaccessible to truck delivery and serves as a
staging area for moving equipment to or from any experiment station in the beam room or guide
hall.
An experiment systems computer networ_ _ provided. Ali of the individual,dedicated
computers at the instruments are tied to this network. The network allows communication to
remote locations, including office areas, ORNL computing facilities, and national networks. The
network also provides access to mass data storage devices on the ANS site and backup storage at
ORNL.

2.4 BUILDINGS
2.4.1 Architectural Concepts
The ANS includes a central building complex and a number of service structures (and
possibly guest facilities) on the site surrounding the main complex°The facility is arrangedso that
functional groupings (e.g., staff groups, plant systems, radioactivity containment, and security) are
maintained in designated areas, and so that the most common transit is between areas adjacent to
each other. The entire complex is segregated into research and operations zones, which aids
programs for security and contamination control and provides fundamental separation of the
research and operations environments. The activity and security zones in the main complex are
depicted in Fig. 2.34. The central structure is the reactor building; the beam room and half of the
second floor are classified as a research zone, and the high bay and the other half of the second
floor are in the operations zone. The main entry to the facility is at the front of the office
building. As seen in Fig. 2.34, an access control zone extends from this entry to various control
points allowing entry to the offices, the laboratories and guide hall, the beam room, or the
operations zones. A reception area is located in an entry atrium immediately inside the main
entrance. Security badging, visitor training, and health physics functions are located in the
interface area. Identification provided by the receptionist is adequate for access to the office.
building and designated vi,_itorareas. Badging is required for access to the laboratories, the guide
hall, or the beam room. Additional controls are placed on beam room access to ensure personnel
accountability, although the beam room is readilyaccessed by outside users. The operations areas
outside the reactor buildiag are divided into (1) a large reactor support building that hou.u_ the
plant systems and the main control complex and (2) an operations support building that houses
offices, shops, change rooms, and training facilities for the operations staff but contains no major
equipment or radioactive materials.
Zoning outside the main building complex is seen in Fig. 23. An overpass over Melton
Valley Road provides normal access to the candidate site from the north. This allows transfer of
casks containing radioactive material on a closed road (Melton Valley Road) while keeping access
to the site open for users.The mainparkingareais at the northwest cornerof the site; a guest
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housing facility also may be constructed at the far corner of this area. Traffic to facilities south of
the ANS has been rerouted to the west of the complex. A portal is located at the entrance to the
parking areas; personnel are screened at this point to determine whether they require access to
the site. The entire site is encircled with a standard fence to delineate the site boundary and
establish site control.
Facilities within the secure operations zone are encircled by a double fence prodded with an
intrusion detection system. Facilities inside this fence include the detritiation buildings, the
electrical substation, the diesel generators, and the operations zone of the main complex. The
secure boundary passes through the interior of the main complex between the research and
operations zones. Normal access to the secure area is through the portals in the interface area of
the main complex; an alternate entry leads directly to the detritiation facility. The cooling towers
and remote stack do not need to be inside the instrumented security fence and are encircled by
standard fencing.
2.4.2 Candidate Site

"

The candidate site for the ANS was selected u._ag a methodology developed by the Atomic
Industrial Forum and using the Oak Ridge Reservation as the region of interest. The process is
documented in a site selection report. The issue of whether alternate sites off the reservation
must be considered is still being debated. Until the NEPA process is complete and a record of
decision is issued, no site is selected.
The buildings have been located on the candidate site in a manner that best uses the existing
slope, that places the foundations of the reactor and reactor support buildings on sound bedrock,
and that provides for a stable foundation for the large guide hall. Cut and fill studies were used to
optimize building elevations and orientations on the site. Systems that remove decay heat from
the reactor--including the cooling towers, the tower basin pools, and the structures housing the
primary and secondary cooling system equipment--are an'anged with the appropriate elevation
changes to make natural circulation cooling modes possible and to allow water to drain from the
towers to the basin pools. This arrangement leads to the location of the towers and a water
storage tank on a hill in the eastern part of the site. The detritiation facility is located away from
the main complex, to the south, so that hydrogen safety concerns do not affect the main complex.
Grading plans for the candidate site are shown in Fig. 2.35. Criteria for the grading plan
include providing stable slopes throughout the site, providing appropriate fill for structures not set
on bedrock, maintaining acceptable grades on roadways, providing appropriate access to buildings,
and allowing stormwater drainage and control.
The candidate site drains in two directions. About 20% of the site drains to the east along
the northern site boundary. A stormwater retention pond is located north of the main complex.
This pond is designed so that a constant water level is maintained, providing a visual feature along
the front of the office building. The remainder of the site drains south and west. A retention
pond is located at the far southwest corner of the site to prevent flooding and erosion as a result
of stormwater runoff.
2.4.3 Reactor Complex
The main structures of the ANS complex are shown in Figs. 2.36 through 2.43. Fig. 2.36
shows a section across the guide hall, reactor, reactor support, and compressor buildings.
Figure 2.4 presents a plan view of the ground floor at the elevation of the reactor centerline.
Figure 2.37 shows the plan view across the ground floor of the reactor and reactor support
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Fig. 235. Grading plan for the candidate site_
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buildingsand the second floor of the other buildings',.
Because the groundfloor of the reactorand
reactorsupportbuildingshave a higherfloor to ceilingclearancethan the other buildings,both
the ground and second floors of the other buildinga_reascommunicatewith this floor. The floor
level of the rest of the structuresis similarlystaggered.The second and thirdfloor plan is shown
in Fig. 2.38;the thirdandfourthfloor plan (the secol_dfloor of the reactorbuildingagainextends
an extrafloor) is shown in Fig. 2.39;the read:torhigh bay,fourthfloor of the reactorsupport
b _iding,and fifthfloor of the other structures areshown in Fig.2.40; and the reactorhigh bay,
reactorsupport buildingroof plan, and sixthfloor of the other structuresare shown in Fig. 2.41.
Planviews of the top floor of the office bui1_ding
and o_ the basementstructuresare not given
here. Figure2.42depictsa section acro_ tbe office,operationssupport,reactorsupport,and
reactorbuildings,lookingsouth.Figure2.43 is a section showingthe foundationsof the reactor,
reactorsupport, guide hall,and compressorbuildings.'I_e buildingdrawingslisted in Chapter9
providea wide rangeof informationon the plansand s_'_tionsgiven in the figuresand cover
additionalplan and sectionviews.
The reactorbuildingis constructedon a thick,reinforcedconcretebasematset directlyon
bedrock,The steel containmentvessel extends fromthe ba_sematto the steel innerdome;a liner
embeddedin the basematstructurecompletesthe steel containment.Concretewallsinside the
containmentand the centralbiologicalshieldstructuresupportthe floor structuresinsidethe
reactorbuilding.A rowof columnsnear the outer wallof the internalstructureextendsthrough
each floor fromthe basemat to the high bay.These columnsreduce the free spanover the beam
roomsand support the polar cranein the high bay.Concrete columnsspanning fromthe
biologicalshieldstructureto the outer concrete wallsupportthe second floor. The wallsof the
heatexchangercell banksare arrangedso that theyalso act a_structuralmembersproviding
additionalsupport and seismicrestraintto both the second floorand the high bay floor.
The groundfloor of the reactorbuildi_ng
is dedicatedto beamresearch.The reactoris at the
centerof this floor, and the beamsand instruments fan out in ali directions.A shieldedenclosure
coversthe horizontalcold guidesthat passacrossto the guide h_ll.Very cold and ultracold
instrumentsare located on top of this structure.Personneland equipmentairlocksproviding
normalaccess to the experimentarea_in 1;hereactorbuildingare located on the groundfloor.
The ,_.xondfloor of the reactorbuildingi_;dividedinto an experimentarea and an operations
area.A thickconcrete wall dividesthe t_ areas.The experimentarea containsthe largeISOL
facility,the depth profilingand generalpurpose cold guide facilities,and space for the future
additionof a positronfacili_j. A stairwellor elevatorfromthe beamroom providenormalaccess
to experimentarea;an emergen_ airlock_ locatedon the southend of the area. The operations
side of the second floor is occupiedby the spent fuel and transferpools and by the flooded cells
and the limited-volumedry cellscontaiDingthe reactorand reflectorcooling systems.The high
bayof the reactorbuildingis entirelywithinthe operationszone. It containsthe refueling
equipment,the experiment"or cells and irradiationsupport facilities,a_:_:._
itionalcooling system
equipment,and the cold boxes for the cold source refrigerators.The normalairiocksfor accessto
the operations zone are located in the high bay.
The reactorsupport and operationssupportbuildingsare actuallya single reinforcedconcrete
and structuralsteel framedstructure,d_ided by function.The reactormockupbuildingis a
separatestructureadded on to these buildings.A basementarea in the reactor supportbuilding
houses the draintanksfor the heavywater inventory,a processwaste sump tank, and leak
detectionsystems.TI_eground floor ccont,
ains the demineralizers,filters,and waste tanks. This
floor is arrangedfor acz_euto and maintenanceof systemscontainingradioactivematerials.The
second floor provk2_ overheadacce_ to the filter and de.mineralizersystemsand the means to
transportmaterials to a waste _,t_bilizationand packaoingarea. It also house_secovdary cooling
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system piping and pools and the lower floor of a fuel handling area. Exhaust filters that might
become contaminated are located on this floor. Nearly ali of the systems that contain radioactive
material are located on the lower floors of the reactor support building. The compressor building,
housing the c_3mpressorsfor the cold source refrigeration system and the plant air systems, is east
of the reactor support building. The third and fourth floors of the reactor support building
contain electrical power distribution systems, battery rooms, cable spreading areas, and the main
control complex. This complex, located on the fourth floor, includes the main control room, the
technical support center, and key offices and support areas for the operations staff. Control room
habitability ventilation systems are located adjacent to the control complex. Additional ventilation
systems are located on the roof of the reactor support building.
The ground floor of the operations support building includes the portals that provide a_
to the beam room and the operations areas, the main change house for the operations staff, and
an equipment room. The second floor includes the control room simulator, training facilities, and
shops. The remote shutdown control room is located in the third floor of the operations support
building, as are additional shop facilities, a truck lock, and offices for shop personnel. The upper
floors contain additional offices, computer-assisted drafting rooms, document centers, and other
operations support functions. The reactor mockup is located on the ground floor of the mockup
building. This structure includes a tall, open central area capable of accom_nodating systems that
mock up reactor assembly, refueling, and maintenance operations, including removal of the central
control rod assembly. The lower floors of this structure also include other training facilities, and
an elevator and stairwells are provided for access to the upper areas.
The guide hall is a large, open single-story structure enclosed by steel truss structures. A
bridge crane provides coverage over ali guides and instruments. The section of the guide hall
adjacent to the reactor building is separate from the main hall. This structure includes a concrete
protective and shielding enclosure around the guide arraycoming out of the reactor building,
including the guide penetrations. An observation gallery is suspended from concrete supports that
angle toward the reactor building, providing views of the research activities underway in the guide
hall. The roof of the guide hall consists of vertical segments alternating with diagonally sloping
panels, creating a sawtooth roof profile. The outer shell of the guide hall is provided with
windows, and windows are provided in the vertical section of the roof segments. The result is a
large, open environment with ample natural lighting.
The remaining buildings are structural steel beam and column structures topped with
reinforced concrete floor slabs. The basement of the research support building contains the
NAAF-2 facility, including counting rooms and sample receiving and handling areas. Numerous
laboratories and shops are located on the ground floor. A truck lock located at the outer
perimeter of the complex between the guide hall and research support buildings provides a means
of bringing large research equipment into and out of the facility. Off-line setup areas for
instrument assemblies also are provided in the ground floor of the research support building. The
upper floors contain high bays over key shop facilities, support facilities for irradiation programs,
and building ventilation equipment.
The office building provides space for office clusters for the ANS director, the ANS facility
and reactor operations manager, the visitors' secretariat, the scientific coordinator, personnel from
ORNL research divisions supporting user programs at the AN,q, and other scientific support staff
including both permanent staff and visiting users. The office building also provides space for a
reception and orientation area, an atrium, meeting and lounge areas, an auditorium for 150
people, conference rooms, a library and media center, a computer room and communications
center, food services and dining areas, and space for other support functions.
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The office building encompasses an entry plaza and entrance atrium, a central atrium, and
offices and other rooms aligned around the building perimeter or an atrium. The arrangement is
such that ali closed offices or open work areas have some exposure either to the outdoors or to
an atrium. The entrance atrium serves as a reference point upon entry to the complex and serves
to conduct traffic to the other floors of the office and interface areas. The basement area of the
entrance atrium leads personnel to the NAAF-2 facilities and other areas in the basement of the
research support building. The ground floor corresponds to the lower service entrance into the
office building. It provides passage to the research support building and ultimately to the guide
hall. This floor of the office building includes food services, the library/media center, and other
support and general areas that encourage interchange among members(
ae research
community.
The next level is the normal level of entry into the complex. An entry plaza leads into the
entry atrium, while a direct corridor is established between parking areas and the major internal
passageway into the buildings. Reception and security check-in facilities are provided just inside
the entry plaza. The auditorium is located on this floor of the office building, and a series of
offices and conference rooms for use by the research staff begin on this floor.
The next level of the office building includes a stairwell in the entry atrium that leads to the
observation corridors and ultimately to the observation area overlooking the guide hall. This is the
normal path by which members of the general public view the activities taking place in the ANS,
and the public is allowed routine access to these areas during the daytime working hours. This
floor and ali higher floors of the seven-story structure continue with closed offices and open work
areas serving the groups identified at the beginning of this section.
The interface area is not a building as such, but rather a functional area at the intersection of
several of the major structures. The interface area provides the main corridor from the facility
entrance into the center of the complex and carries personnel down to the level of the reactor
building beam room and the entry into the operations support building (and from there into the
reactor support building). Portions of the interface area are covered with a translucent material,
creating a sense of openness.
2.4.4 Other Structures

=

The detritiation buildings shown in Fig. 2.44 house process, control, and support equipment
for the heavy water detritiation and upgrade systems. The detritiation process building contains
the actual detritiation process equipment, including ali molecular hydrogen and ali significant
tritium inventories. This structure has a seven-story tower that encloses the catalytic exchange
column and the cold boxes that surround the distillation process columns. Low roof portions of
the process building house the tritium withdrawal and packaging systems (and the associated
gloveboxes), off-gas recombiners, a deuterium gas makeup cell, and an expansion tank. The
service building is physically separate from the process building; covered walkways are provided
between the two. This prexents releases in the process building from accumulating in the service
building. The service building contains the local control room, the helium refrigeration system,
ventilation and electrical systems, analytical laboratories, and offices and other personnel areas.
The cooling tower structures provide concrete basins and tower superstructures for the four
reactor secondary towers and one nonessential cooling tower. The diesel generator building is a
reinforced concrete structure supported by a 5-ft-thick reinforced concrete mat on compacted
structural fill. The roof and wall slabs are designed for tornado-generated missile protection. A
missile-protected air intake structure is located on the roof; removable concrete missile shields are
provided in front of the two primary access doors and the exhaust louvers. Interior concrete fire
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barrier walls are provided between the two diesel generators to meet separation requirements.
The two fuel oil tanks are located in a below-grade reinforced concrete vault.
The transformer foundations consist of reinforced concrete piers that support the
transformers on concrete mat foundations. A catch basin integrated into the mat is sized to
contain the inventory of oil in each transformer. Reinforced concrete walls will be provided
between the transformers and the relay house to protect the relay house from the blast or fire in
the event of a transformer explosion. The switchyard relay house is a one-story, conventional steel
frame structure with columns supported on spread footings. It is covered with a standard built-up
roof, and insulated metal siding encloses the structural frame.
The remote exhaust stack consists of a freestanding, reinforced concrete structure extending
to treetop height with about a 1-m inside diameter. The stack has suitably thick walls to protect
the structure from design basis events. A building at the base of the stack will house
irmrumentation and other equipment. Other yard foundations provide support for service tanks
and service systems located outside the buildings. The warehouse, providing storage for materials
and components essential to maintaining plant availability, is a single-story, conventional steel
frame structure.
Construction support facilities that m_t be built to support construction of the ANS also are
included in the project. "[11esefacilities include temporary access roads and parking areas; sanitary
facilities; temporary site utilities; material and equipment storage, staging areas, and warehouses;
fabrication shops; office space and records storage facilities; spoil areas; site drainage and waste
treatment facilities, including a construction debris landfill; petroleum and fuel storage and
distribution facilities; water storage and distribution facilities; fire protection facilities; heavy
equipment maintenance shops and motor pools; and electric power distribution facilities.
2.5 PI.ANT SYSTEMS
2.5.1 Heavy WaterSystems
The heavy water reactor systems are grouped into eight major subsystems. The overall
arrangement and interfaces between these systems are depicted in Fig. 2.45.
The reactor primary cooling system consists of four independent loops, three of which are
normally in operation and the fourth of which is an isolated spare. Primary coolant flows up
through the core through a single hot leg, and flow branches out to the four primary heat
exchangers. Heavy water pdmaly coolant flows through the shell side of the heat exchangers; light
water secondary coolant flows through the tube side. After flowing through the primary heat
exchangers, coolant flows into the shell side of the emergency heat exchangers. Both heat
exchangers are immersed in a fight water pool. The emergency heat exchangers function in the
event of a loss of normal secondary heat sink and tramfer heat directly to the pool by natural
circulation of pool water through the heat exchanger. In normal operation, the coolant entering
the emergency exchanger is already cool, and only a small amount of heat is transferred to the
pool. From the emergency heat exchanger, coolant flows into the primary circulating pumps and is
returned to the reactor assembly where, flow from the three operating loops is recombined. The
primary pumps have dc pony motors capable of providing 10% flow in each loop. Strainers are
located just past the primary pumps. The entire primary coolant system is arranged in a simple,
elevated configuration so that natural circulation will occur upon the loss of both normal and dc
pony motor pumps. Manually activated loop isolation valves, prima_y circulating pumps, and key
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instrumentation arc located in limited volume dry cells; the rest of the system is located either in
the flooded heat exchanger cells or in a flooded pipe tunnel connected to the reactor pool.
The main components of the reactor pressure and inventory control system are the let-down
control valves on the reactor primary cooling system, the let-down tank, the makeup pressurizing
pumps, and the accumulators. The let-down control valves on each of the three operating loops
maintain the flow through the reactor pressure and inventory control system pressurizer pumps
and maintain the pressure in the reactor primary cooling system. A gas-charged accumulator is
connected to each of the four primary cooling loops. The accumulators slow depressurization of
the reactor primary cooling system following loss of pressure in the system and provide a sufficient
volume of heavy water to fill any limited-volume cell. The oxygen content of the reactor heavy
water systems is maintained by providing an oxygen-rich environment in the let-down tank. A gas
recombination system converts radiolytic deuterium released into the let-down tank to D20.
The reflector vessel cooling system consists of four identical heat transfer loops, three of
which are in service at any time. Each loop contains one pump with a main and dc pony motor,
one heat exchanger, isolation valves, connecting piping, and instrumentation. The letdown tank in
the reactor pressure and inventory control system pressurizes the reflector system by its elevation,
and the connection to the pressure and inventory control system provides overpressure protection
for the reflector vessel and the vessel cooling loops. Components of the reflector vessel cooling
system are located in the heat exchanger pools, the flooded pipe chase, and the limited volume
cells. Thus, inventory control is maintained in the reflector loops using a similarapproach to that
used in the primarycoolant loops.
The refueling water system provides cooling and cleanup flow to the heavy water refueling
cen using two redundant and physically separated cooling loops. Each loop consists of a
pump/motor assembly, one heat exchanger, and associated piping and isolating valves, and is
cooled by the essential cooling water system.
The heavy water collection, vents, and drains system collects heavy water by gravity from a
number of sources to a collection tank located in the basement of the reactor building. When this
tank is full, the heavy water normally is pumped back to the let-down tank. Heavy water in the
collection tank also can be pumped to the appropriate tank in the heavy water storage and
transfer system.
The heavy water storage and transfer system consists of heavy water storage tanks, transfer
pumps, and associated valves. It is located in the basement of the reactor support building. The
storage and transfer system interfaces with the detritiation and upgrade facility located outside the
main reactor complex. A cleanup loop consists of an oil coalescer, a charcoal filter, evaporators,
and a blender.dryer. The heavy water leak detection system is capable of detecting leaks of
0.06 L/s (1 gel/rain) or less during normal operations and 0.06 L/s (1 gel/rain) leakages to air and
water following an accident. It consists of four major subsystems: (1) a system to collect leaks
from specifically designated flanges by providing tubing connections that drain to one of two
tanks; (2) a system to detect and measure heavy water and tritium in the atmosphere surrounding
heavy water systems; (3) a system to detect and monitor unidentified H20 ingress into D20
systems by continuously measuring the isotopic level of the primary, reflector, and refueling water
systems; and (4) a system to detect and monitor unidentified D20 leakages to light water cooling
systems by monitoring the isotopic content in light water systems and pools and by measuring the
tritium content it_ light water.
The resin deuteration and de-deuteration system exchanges heavy water for light water and
vice versa in the incoming and outgoing ion-exchange resins used in the heavy water cleanup
systems. The system consists of the deuteration/de.deuteration tank, the DzO head tank, and
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associated piping and valves, along with the transfer pump used to transfer resin to and from the
ion-excha_ige columns.
2.5.2 ElcctricadPower and Communications
The off-site power supply system comprises two substations: the primary and the reserve
substation. The primarysubstation is fed by 161 kV transmission lines from two separate,
independent sources of electrical power: the TVA Ft. Loudoun dam and the TVA Elza
substation, which is fed directly by the BullRun Steam Plant. The reserve substation has a
dedicated 13.8 kV feed from the ORNL 0901 substation.
The primary substation is a standard four breaker ring bus arrangement. Four SF_ power
circuit breakers allow power to be fed to one or both of the substation buses. Each of the buses is
a full capacity bus both for ANS power and for Elza to Ft. Loudoun through power. Each of two
primary plant service transformers is capable of carryingthe entire ANS load.
The reserve substation consists of a single reserve plant transformer with a primary breaker.
The secondary of the transformer breaker feeds into a 480 V switchgear and from there is fed to
the Class lE 480 V switchgear. To maintain independence between the two Class lE power
divisions, the reserve substation can connect to only one Class lE power division at any time.
The general outlines of the Class lE and non-Class lE power distribution systems are shown
in Figs. 2°46 and 2.47, respectively. The Class lE power distribution system draws power from two
independent 480 V buses (Division 1 and Division 7), each of which may be powered from the
preferred or reserve off-site power sources or by a Class lE diesel generator set. Power is further
subdivided into lA, 1B, 2A, and 2B independent subdivisions, and then into electrically
independent primary and secondary load groups, for a total of eight load groups. Non-Class lE
power is distributed through Divisions A and B. Class lE power distribution system subdivisions
are kept physically separated, with no electrical cross-connections, and with appropriate fire
barriers (spacing or physical bat'rien or both) between equipment and raceways. In general, the
plant is laid out so that reactor power and support systems are arranged in symmetric layouts
around a centerline, with separate power divisions on each side of the centerline. The Class lE dc
power distribution system includes eight independent battery systems corresponding to the eight
load groups of the Class lE distribution system. Inverters (connected to the Class lE dc power
distribution system) supply the Class lE uninterruptable power distribution system for loads that
require uninterruptable ac power. The plant communications and alarm systems are depicted in
Fig. 2.48. The system comprises a series of host computers tied to a plant backbone. Dedicated
hardwired systems are used for key safety-related equipment, and a separate system is provided
for telephone communications.
2.5.3 Environmental Control Systems
The containment ventilation and gas treatment system provides filters, conditioners, and--for
research areas--silencers for reactor building ventilation supply air. lt provides both filtered and
non-filtered paths for exhaust air (the filtration system is activated upon detection of activity in
the air). Cooling of incoming air in the reactor building is provided by the nonessential chilled
water system; heating is provided by hot water from the nonessential building heating system.
Ventilation systems for operations and research areas are kept independent of each other. Similar
systems serve the reactor support building, including the fuel handling area. Independent,
internally re.circulatingair handling units are used to air condition the reactor and reactor support
buildings. These are cooled with nonessential chilled water.
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The confinement ventilation and off-gas treatment system provides confinement, off-gas
control, and air cleanup from contaminated processes and areas within the reactor and reactor
support buildings. These systems create a lower pressure in the confinement areas than in their
surroundings.
Rotary dehumidifiers are provided in areas where airborne heavy water releases are likely.
The rotary dehumidifiers remove water from the cell atmosphere, and the vapor is condensed for
recovery on the regenerative side. Driers are provided for inlet air to these areas so that clean
light water vapor is collected separately from heavy water vapor.
The control room habitability system includes air handling units to heat or cool the control
room habitability zone atmosphere. These _ystems are cooled by the essential chilled water system
and heated by hot water from the essential building hot water system. Radiation and toxic gas
monitors cover the air intake systems for the control room habitability zone. The technical
support center habitability subsystem has similar features, except that it is heated and cooled by
the nonessential hot and chilled water systerm.
The reactor building annulus exhaust system directs outleakage from primary containment
into a filter bank, provides filtration for iodine and particulates, and directs the discharge through
a remote stack located on a hilltop on the southeast edge of the ANS complex so that the impact
of the plume on site evacuation is minimized. The system consists of fans and ductwork, charcoal
and HEPA filters, mist eliminators and preheaters, and the remote stack. In normal operation, the
standby filters are bypassed so that the charcoal beds do not lose their efficiency. Upon detection
of activity in the containment annulus, a set of dampers routes the annulus exhaust throvgh the
standby filter system. The standby filter system is designed to provide a decontamination factor of
800 for elemental iodine and particulates and is provided with a water deluge system to extinguish
any fire that could occur within the charcoal beds.
The remaining areas of the main reactor complex are provided with standard ventilation and
air conditioning systems. Building heat is provided by a circulating hot water system, heated by
steam from the central ORNL steam plant, and cooling is provided by the nonessential chilled
water system.
.The conceptual design basis for the detritiation building ventilation systems incorporates a
relatively standard confinement ventilation system for the control of radioactive material. Airflow
is directed from areas of lesser contamination potential to areas of higher contamination
potential. Exhaust is discl_arged from a stack at the top of the detritiation building. Recombiners
and driers are used selectively for control of airborne tritium. Refinements to the operating
modes of the detritiation building ventilation systems, including purge ventilation in the event of
potentially flammable hydrogen isotope concentrations, will await detailed fire safety studies in the
advanced conceptual and ,detailed design stages. The heating and air conditioning systems for
occupied areas in the detritiation building are standard systems.
25.4 Water and Service Systems
The reactor secondary cooling system removes heat from the primary reactor cooling circuit
(including pump heat), from the reflector cooling system, and from the heat exchanger pools, lt
consists of four independent heat transport loops. Three are required for full power operation but
only one i,srequired to remove decay heat from the reactor. When the reactor is at power, heat is
rejected to the atmosphere through forced draft cooling towers. During decay heat removal,
natural circulation is used to exchange heat with the water inventory in the secondary cooling
system basim. The four secondary cooling towers are located on a hill east of the reactor support
building, and the basin sttxtctures are integrated into the reactor support building structure. Three
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loops of the reactor secondary cooling system are in operation, and one loop (corresponding to
the reactor primary cooling s_tem loop that is out of service at that time) is shut down as a spare.
Each loop of the reactor secondary cooling system is dedicated to one corresponding loop of the
reactor primary cooling system and the reflector vessel cooling system, with no cro_ connections.
This feature aids in the detection of a primary or reflector to secondary leak by detecting
deuterium or tritium in the secondary basin inventory.
The essential cooling water system removes heat from the refueling systems and spent fuel
pools (through the pool cooling system), the chillers serving the control complex, and other
systems that must be cooled to accomplish their safety mission, lt consists of two independent
loops, each capable of servicing ali loads allocated to the system. Each loop uses a separate
circulating pump, a forced draft cooling tower, and a seismically qualified basin. The towers are
located on the roof of the reactor support building and are provided with a seismically and
tornado qualified protective structure so that operation of the essential cooling water system is
not lost in the event of a design basis natural phenomenon.
The light water pool cooling systems transfer heat from the reactor cavity and spent fuel
pools by circulating the pool water to heat exchangers cooled by the essential cooling water
system. The light water pool cleanup systems circulate pool water through a demineralizer system
to remove contamination from the pools and to maintain the clarity of the pool water.
The nonessential cooling water system is a relatively large, standard forced draft cooling
tower system. Tower water is distributed to major equipment in the compressor building and the
detritiation building and to many smaller users throughout the facility. The cooling tower
blowdown and makeup system provides significant quantities of process water to ali cooling tower
systems and collects, monitors, treats, and releases blowdown from ali towers.
Two separate independent helium refrigeration systems will be provided so that each cold
source is served by a dedicated refrigeration system. Figure 2.49 show_ the overall flowsheet for
one of these rei_gerators. The refrigeration system is divided into two main locations: The
compressors, oil absorbers, and helium cleanup systems are located in the compressor building just
east of the reactor support building; and the cold boxes containing the turbine expanders are
located in the high bay of the reactor building. Warm helium gas passes through the reactor
containment boundary. Skid-mounted assemblies for two stages of compressors are located in the
compressor building. Two compressor trains are normally operating for each system; a third train
is maintained as a spare. Seven stages of turbine expanders are located along with a series of
regenerative heat exchangers in the cold boxes in the high bay of the reactor building. Cold (5 K)
helium gas is routed to the cold sources on the first flc_orof the reactor building in a pipe chase
along the outer wall of the reactor building.
Instrument and service air is supplied by rotary-screw cornpre_ors located in the compressor
building. Breathing air is drawn into a receiver tank from the instrument air system and is filtered
to meet breathing air quality requirements. A factory-assembled, skid-mounted vacuum tank and
duplex vacuum pumps will serve the central rough vacuum system. Piping networks will be
supplied to provide vacuum services to research areas and other systems served by plant vacuum.
Helium will be stored in a tube trailer parked outside the reactor support building. Liquid
nitrogen will be supplied from a trailer and distributed throughout the facility. A staging dewar
will be included in the reactor building, allowing transfer through the containment on a batch
basis. Nitrogen gas will be produced by evaporation of liquid nitrogen. Other gases generally will
be distributed from gas bottle stations.
Steam will be supplied to the ANS facility through two new lines tied into the existing ORNL
steam distribution system. High-pressure steam will be, routed directly to select process equipment,
and low-pressure steam will be distributed throughout the facility. "l_e main use for steam is to
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heat the building hot water heating system, and to heat a number of evaporators in the facility.
Clean condensate will be collected and pumped to the reactor support building for use as makeup
to the plant demineralizer.
Chilled water systems are provided to serve the air conditioning systems and for a number of
process applications. The essential chilled water system serves the control room complex. The
nonessential chilled water system is divided into two subsystems: One serves those areas that
could be contaminated with tritium, and the other serves the remainder of the complex. A
demineralizer system is provided to serve the pools, light water cooling and service systems, and
various laboratories and shops. Potable water and sewage systems link the ANS with the existing
site infrastructure.
2.5.5 Fwv Protection

i
t
_

The fire protection program develops procedures, responsibilities, and hardware to ensure an
appropriate level of fire protection at the ANS. The fire protection program establishes the
following features of defense-in-depth: preventing fires from starting; rapidly detecting,
controlling, and extinguishing fires that do occur; providing protection for personnel, structures,
systems, and components important to safety so that a fire that is not promptly extinguished will
not prevent the safe shutdown of the plant; and ensuring that personnel onsite are warned of fires
and are provided a means of egress. A fire hazards analysis will be performed to demonstrate that
the plant can maintain its ability to perform safe shutdown and minimize releases of radioactive
materials in the event of a fire. It will also determine special fire prevention and protection
features that are deemed appropriate to achieve a level of improved fire protection that limits
damage to an acceptable level.
The existing ORNL potable water system will serve as one source of water for fire
suppression. A grade-level, welded steAeltank located on a hill east of the reactor buildings will
serve as au indepondent water source. Two fire pumps, one electric and one diesel-driven, will
supply water to the fire protection distribution system. Automatic wet pipe sprinkler systems will
be provided in ali structures except where unusual circumstances warrant the use of gaseous fire
suppregsion systems. Hydrants and standpipes will be located at appropriate intervals throughout
the site. Fire detection and alarm systems are provided throughout the facility.
The conceptual design combustible gas control system is based on a network of igniters in
areas where hydrogen might accumulate. Because of the unique hydrogen safety issues posed by
the cold sources, a more detailed review of the hydrogen fire safety program will be conducted
during advanced conceptual design.
2.5.6 Waste Systen_

-

The ANS plant waste systems are designed to provide flexibility and allow the facility to
respond to changes in waste management strategies throughout its lifetime, especially for
radioactive and hazardous wastes. Provisions for the use of contracted mobile waste treatment
facilities are made in the design, and a high bay confinement area is included along the south
grade-level edge of the reactor support building. Waste collection and treatment facilities are
located near, and if possible below, the sources of waste generation to minimize the handling of
wastes and to reduce the potential for the spread of contamination. The same path used to
transfer spent fuel from the reactor building Io the fuel handling area is used to transfer
irradiated reactor components, and a segmenting and packaging cell is incorporated into the
design of the fuel handling area. The overall waste management program relies as much on
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identifying and reducing waste sources as it does on the facilities for effectively disposing of those
wastes that must be generated. A listing of the sources, volumes, and classifications of wastes that
are expected to be generated at the ANS is provided in Appendix Q of SDD 67.
The gaseous waste system receives off-gas from the reactor heavy water coolant system and
from a variety of other process equipment. Gas streams from the heavy water systems are passed
through recombiners and driers to remove heavy water and tritium before the exhaust is
transferred to the gaseous waste system. The gaseous waste system provides charcoal, HEPA, and
specialty filters as needed to allow release of the gas stream. The gaseous treatment system also
includes two _ets of compressors and gas hold-up tanks for holding short-lived gaseous isotopes,
such as noble gases, for decay.
The liquid low-level radioactive waste system includes a set of collection tanks at the low
point of the buildings served by this system. These tanks allow the collection and monitoring of
wastes before they are processed or transferred to the ORNL liquid low-level waste (LLLW)
system. The ORNL liquid waste systems, as presently operated, do not remove tritium from the
treated water that ultimately is released. Therefore, ANS wastes containing significant tritium
levels will be solidified for disposal using contract equipment. Wastes not containing significant
tritium levels can be solidified, treated by ion exchange, or transferred to the ORNL LLLW
system. Because ANS use of the ORNL LLLW system is not extensive, a truck transfer system is
provided for these wastes instead of a pipeline. The design of the ANS liquid low-level radioactive
waste system allows the plant operators to tailor ANS waste treatment and packaging to interface
with the overall ORNL waste handling system that is in piace during facility operation.
Both radiological and non-radiological process wastewater drains by gravity into sumps at the
low points of each building. It is monitored and transferred from there to the appropriate ORNL
collection, treatment, and disposal system. A storage tank farm is provided for the process waste
system so that in the event of an unusual event (such as a failure of one of the reactor or plant
water systems or a discharge from the fire sprinkler systems), the large quantities of water that
could be released in the buildings can be held for monitoring before release.
Solid low..level radioactive waste systems provide the space and physical handling facilities to
collect and sort wastes and to process wet wastes for disposal. Sorting categories include
compactable, non-compactable, salvageable, and combustible wastes and possibly other special
categories. Contact-handled wastes are bagged at the source and transferred manually to sorting,
monitoring, and collection stations. Shielded transfer containers are provided for remotely handled
wastes. Special facilities are provided to transport wet wastes, such as ion exchange resins, to
contractors' equipment ibr dewatering, drying, packaging, and stabilization. A cell located in the
fuel handling area will be used for higher activity waste streams, including reactor components
that may be classified as Greater-Than-Class-C.
Hazardous and mixed wastes are collected at the source using portable barrel pumps or other
means. Not only is a central collection system not considered practical for the small, diverse
streams involved, but also collection at the source encourages close monitoring and volume
reduction practices. These wastes are packaged and held at a designated collection area as
regulated by Environmental Protection Agency hazardous waste rules. They then are transferred
to the designated ORNL storage centers.
The radwaste sampling and analysis system consists of typical sampling, transport, and analysis
equipment.
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2.5.7 Heavy Water Detritiation and Upgrade
Detritiation and upgrade of the ANS heavy water inventory is accomplished with the
combine_l electrolysis-catalytic exchange (CECE) process. CECE produces detritiated and
deprotiated deuterium gas, which is reconverted to heavy water. It also produces a concentrated
tritium gas, which is packaged as a metal tritide. It produces a virtually tritium-free protium gas
stream, which can be released through a stack. This process is similar to the processes used at
existing facilities in Canada and France. Figure 2.50 is a block diagram of the key elements of the
CECE process.
The D20 feed and product purification system receives and stores ali heavy water entering or
leaving the detritiation and upgrade facility, includingfresh heavy water arrivingat the site. Feed
waters are pumped through carbon and ion exchange purifiers before entering the process
columns.
The incoming heavy water is brought into contact with a stream of deuterium gas, over a
wetproofed catalyst, in the CECE column. Within the exchange columns, equilibrium moves the
lighter protium isotope to the gas phase and leaves the heavier tritium and deuterium isotopes in
the liquid phase, where they enter the electrolysis cells. Ali of the liquid entering the cells is
converted to gas by electrolysis; the larger fraction of this stream is sent to the hydrogen
distillation columns, and a smaller stream reenters the exchange columns to provide
countercurrent exchange with the liquid. The gas passing up the exchange columns gradually is
stripped of ali but the protium isotope. At the top of the column, the gas contacts a clean,
demineralized light water stream, which strips the remaining deuterium and tritium from the gas
stream and leaves a gas effluent suitable for release to the atmosphere.
The deuterium entering the cx),ogenic distillation columns is first passed through catalyst beds
and driers to remove water vapor and other impurities. In the first column of the cryogenic
distillation system, gas and liquid hydrogen (mostly deuterium) are brought into eountercurrent
contact over a packed bed at temperatures near 25 K. The lighter protium and deuterium isotopes
migrate to the gas phase, and tritium passes to the liquid phase. A side stream of the deuterium
gas overhead is converted to oxide in a recombiner with oxygen produced by the electrolysis cells.
This stream, deprotiated in the CECE columns and detritiated in the cryogenic distillation
column, is returned to the reactor. Tritium is concentrated further in the liquid bottoms of the
second and third stages of cryogenic distillation. A catalyst is used to promote the formation of "1"2
from DT. The relatively pure liquid in the bottom of the final distillation column is withdrawn
periodically to the tritium handling and storage system, where the tritium is immobilized as a
metal tritide in an argon-filled glovebox.
A vacuum coldbox and helium refrigeration systezm provide a vacuum environment for the
cryogenic distillation columns. They provide the cold helium refrigerant to produce from hydrogen
gas the liquid hydrogen used in the distillation columns. A refrigerant system includes compressors
in a side portion of the detritiation building and a turbo-expander located in the cold box. The
cold box also provides secondary containment for the cryogenic distillation process. An argon
glovebox and cleanup system provides a controlled, inert atmosphere for the tritium withdrawal
and packaging process and provides secondary cxmtainment for the packaging activities. A process
off-gas and catalytic recombination system is provided for tritium and deuterium recovery during
equipment venting and purging operations and during maintenance shutdowns. An air cleanup
system uses a gas-phase recombiner and molecular sieve driers to recover tritium and deuterium
that may have leaked into the building air. Auxiliary services are provided to the detritiation and
upgrade facility by the plant water and services systems.
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2.5.8 Plant Instrumentation, Control, and Data Systems
Together with the plant data communication backbone, the PCDAS provides the heart of the
ANS control, data collection, and data analysis systems. The collective PCDAS gather data from
ali reactor and plant systems, perform the computer analysis and data reduction functions, and
translate information into cathode ray tube screen displays and other forms of display in the main
control room. The Class lE PCDAS performs ali engineered safety feature actuation,
postac.cident monitoring, and other safety relaV:_:lfunctions. The non-Class lE PCDAS performs
ali non-safety_related functions and is connected to the plant data communication backbone for
communications with ORNL and other ANS computing facilities. The non-Class lE PCDAS also
receives data from the Class lE PCDAS and the reactor protection system via isolated (one-way)
communication links. Reactor protection functions are not performed by either of the PCDAS.
The overall architecture of the Class lE and the non-Class lE PCDAS is shown in Figs. 2.51 and
2.52, respectively.
Both Class lE and non-Class lE displays are arranged in the main control room in a highly
integrated manner consistent with effective human factors principles. The overall layout of the
main control complex is shown in Fig. 2.53. This figure depicts the area where most of the nonClass lE PCDAS display, data acquisition, and calculation equipment and ali of the Class lE
PCDAS equipment will be located. Locations of the various operator consoles and the large
display panels are shown, depicting the overall layout of the control room. Ali hosts, file servers,
power conditionels, and ali of the input/output cabinets for the Class lE PCDAS will be located
in this area. The input/output cabinets for the non-Class lE PCDAS will be located throughout
the plant. Display consoles also will be provided in the technical support center adjacent to the
main control room.
The remote shutdown control room is located on the third floor of the operations support
building and contains operator consoles with controls and displays driven by the non-Class lE and
Class lE PCDAS and hardwired to field imtruments. This room will display both Class IE and
non-Class lE information and will have sufficient control capability to shut the plant down and
maintain it in a safe shutdown condition.
The plant simulator duplicates the control room layout in a full-scale and fully operational
manner, complete with control panels and alarms that duplicate and simulate control room
functions and reactor and plant system responses (by computer). The simulator has the look and
fcel of the plant and has equipment panels, controls, instruments, and displays identical to those
used in the control room. The simulator is used for operator training/certification and
recertification and for testing of equipment and proceAures. The simulator is located on the
ground floor of the operations support building near the interface area. Classrooms, files, and
other support facilities are located adjacent to the simulator.
The data handling system provides business system computing and data storage and retrieval
of plant records, drawings, and other documents. The system consists of networked computer
systems that include c_ntral processing units and file servers, mass data storage devices, computer
networks, and a variety of workstations including computer-aided design workstations
The perimeter intrmion detection system consists of sensors, processing equipment, electronic
surveillance equipment (closed circuit television), and data gathering panels that are connected to
security management host computers. Sensors are provided to detect vibration in the security
fencing and in the soil between the fencing. The region between the inner and outer fencing is
provided with bistatic microwave detectors that sound an alarm upon any interruption of the
beam. Similar detector systems are provided along the security area perimeter inside the building.
The entire system is designed to annunciate at the central alarm station located in the interface
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area and at a secondary alarm station located in Building 2500 at ORNL. The system is provided
with an automatic switchover to backup power; this switchover is annunciated at the central alarm
stations but does not sound a general alarm.
An automated access control system is provided to control points of personnel and vehicle
access. This system consists of materials detectors, card readers, electronic door locks, magnetic
switches, and proce_ing equipment connected to the security management host computers. The
security management system prcMdes supervisory control over ali components of the plant security
systems.
Passive tdaxial peak accelerographs, tdaxial response spectrum recorders, triaxial time-history
accelerographs, and seismic switches provide annunciation and record significant data in the event
of an earthquake. Of these, four Class lE seismic switches provide input to the reactor protection
system.
Personnel contamination monitoring is provided to ensure that occupational exposures are
kept as low as reasonably achievable and to control radioactive material entering or leaving the
facility. Half-body contamination monitors will be located at selected personnel control points at
the boundaries of radiological controlled areas. Badge readers are used in conjunction with these
portal monitors, and the fixed monitors are supplemented by portable beta-gamma and alpha
frisker_.
Walk-through portal monitors are provided at the building entrance locations and at the
entrances to the guide hall. Although le_s sensitive than the half-body monitors, these will provide
expedient detection of contamination leaving and entering areas that would not be expected to
become contaminated. Laboratory instrumentation is provided for the analysis of samples,
including various type.sof samples collected to monitor tritium, and for the analysis of thermoluminescent dosimeters and other personnel monitoring devices.
Process monitoring is provided on those systems that might contain radioactive materials,
including waste systems. Process monitoring on systems such as the secondary reactor coolant
systems is u,u_dto activate containment and other isolation systems. Airborne monitoring is
provided in building areas, and the main and remote stacks are monitored for particulates, iodine,
noble gases, and other constituents.
A combustible gas monitoring system is provided. The system consists of remote mounted gas
detectors or transmitters located at sources of combustible gases or at locations where gas might
accumulate.
The detection of metal debris or loose parts within the reactor primary cooli,ag system is
accomplished by the installation of transducers mounted on the exterior of the cooling system
components. Signals from these transducers can be monitored manually, through headphones or
by sending the signal to an oscilloscope, and by a computerized impact detection system that sends
alarm signals to the PCDAS.
The safe D' parameter display system includes cathode ray tube displays located in the main
control room, as well as in the technical support center and the emergency operations facility. The
operations support center is located in a training room adjacent to the plant simulator. It serves as
an assembly point for support personnel and serves to facilitate the performance of support
hnctions and tasks. The on-site technical support center is a facility adjacent to the main control
room where plant management and other personnel will use technical dxta and displays as
ne,cessaey to aui.st control room pen,onnel during emergency conditions.
The emergency operations facility, located in the Laboratozy Emergency Response Center at
ORNL provides technical data at a location remote from the ANS hcility. The emergency
operations facility is provided with the same radiological habitability features as the main control
room but does not have some of the seismi_cqualifications, redundancies, and automatic initiation
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features. The capability for a nuclear data link to transmit data and general communications to a
DOE facility is provided through a _mnection to the data handling system host.
?..6 OPERATIONS
2.6.1 F_-iH_ Ope_l_om
A summary of the operating manpower requirements and operating costs for steady state
operation is presented in Table 2.5. Profiles for staff buildup and operating costs during the
construction project and for the first few years of operation are provided in a basis for operations
document. The elements depicted on Table 2.5 are described below; the elements are reordered
into similar activities in this discussion.
The reactor operations element covers the actual plant operators and the technical support
provided as part of the reactor operations staff. The ANS is operated using a four-shift rotation;
an additional training shift must be added for a total of five shifts. The plant operator staff is
outlined in Fig. 2.6. The plant is staffed continually by three reactor operators, a senior reactor
operator, a shift supervisor, two auxiliary operators, and a shift technical advisor. The auxiliary
operators staff the cryogenics plant, oversee the detritiation plant when it is not operated from
the local control room, and operate many other auxiliary systems throughout the facility.
Additional personnel are included in Table 2.6 to cover for vacations and sick leave and to
provide additional manpower during the day shift.'Technical support and operations engineers
also are provided; this staff is normally on the day shift and is also on call during any shift to
cover unusual circumstances. Three day-shift operators staff the detritiation plant. (Since these
operators are not in the main reactor complex, they are not included in the total of 66 reactor
operations staff members.)
The research operations category covers the permanent scientific and technical support staff
assigned to each instrument. As described further in Sect. 2.6.2, this staff includes two scientists
and one technician for each of the 48 beam instruments and additional personnel for the
irradiation and analytical chemistry programs.
Maintenance covers ali of the craft personnel needed to maintain the facility, lt also covers
the maintenance engineers, planners, and other support personnel required for an effective
maintenance program. Estimate.s for maintenance needs were developed with the assistance of
HFIR maintenance and operations personnel.
Health and safety personnel include 20 health physicists, a bioassay technician, and a wholebody-counter technician. Most of the health physics staff is on a five-shift rotation (including the
training shift). Security is staffed by 13 full-time personnel located at the A.NS; additional
response teams are drawn out of the central ORNL security staff. Eighteen quality assurance and
compliance personnel are required, based on current experience at the HFIR. A staff of 25 is
included for training. This staff includes trainers for reactor operators, auxiliary system operators,
and key maintenance personnel; training personnel to staff the simulator and mockup facilities;
instructors for general employee training; and personnel to cover other training I'unctions,
including records keeping.
The management and planning category includes the supervisory personnel for all aspects of
plant operations. It includes the ANS director, the operations manager, and other plant
management; and the management for maintenance, health and safety, training, and the operating
groups. Administrative support provides secretarial and other support functions for ali of the
operatiom _oups at the ANS.
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Table 2.5. Manpower Rnd operating mt for steady state operation
(costs
inthousan_ ofFY 1992dollant)
WBS

Title

Full time equivalents

1.7.1

Administrative support

54.0

$1,350

1.7.2

Management and Planning

29.0

1,893

1.7.3

Maintenance

59.9

8,050

Craft support
Non-craft support

41.9
18.0

$5,631
2,419

1.7.4

Health and safety

24.0

4,800

1.7.5

Training

25.0

3,656

1.7.6

Quality _urance
compliance

18.0

1,630

1.7.7

and

Utilities
Electrical power
Power line rental fees
Water
Stream
Waste disposal

(no manpower)

16,463
10,687
75
1,030
4,588
(no direct cost)
53
30

Special wastes
Waste solidification

_r

Cost ($K)

li,

1.7.8

Fuel (18 cores)

(no manpower)

14,978

1.7.9

Equipment and modifications
(includes camsumables)

(no manpower)

7,634

1.7.10

Security

1.7.11

Reactor operations
Reactor operating staff
Operations support
Reactor technology

1.7.12

Research operations

1.7.13

Initial purchases

1.7

Manpower and total cost

13.0

520

].35.5

20,612

169.0

35,507

66.0
8.5
91.0

(no manpower)
i ill

li

_

-

(first years only)
_i

557.4

l

l l iii

$117,093
i

2-97

Table 2.6. Summary of operators at ANS
Classification

Personnel
per shift

Personnel per
fiveshifts

Day shift and
relief personnel

Total
personnel

Reactor operators

3

15

4

19

Senior reactor operators

1

5

1

6

Shift supervisors

1

5

2

7

Auxiliary operators

2

10

4

14

Shift technicaladvisors

1

5

2

7

Technicalsupport

8

8

Operatingengineers

5

5

Detritiationplant operators

3

'Totaloperators

3
69

(Note: Detritiation operatorsare not located in the main controlroom.)

o

:

=

Ali of the operations categories discussed in the previous paragraphs cover manpower only.
Other operating costs are covered in the WBS elements for utilities, fuel, and equipment
replacement and modification. Utilities categories and costs are listed in Table 2.5. Of these,
electrical power is the most significant. Other significant cost elements are steam, used primarily
for building heating but also for some process applications, and water (especially cooling tower
makeup water). About 40% of the electrical power used at the ANS is for the cold source,
cryogenics plants. About 20% of the electrical power goes to the primary cooling system pumps,
9% to the secondary cooling system pumps and cooling tower fans, and 8% to the electrolytic
cells and other components in the detritiation and upgrade plant. The fuel cost represents the
cost of 18 sets of fuel elements per year under steady state conditions. The largest fraction of the
costs for equipment replacement and modification is associated with the reactor components (such
as the core pressure boundary tube or control rods) that must be replaced on a regular basis
because of radiation damage. A smaller fraction of this cost covers consumables, such as liquid
nitrogen, filter media, and demineralizer resins.
The initial purchases element covers such items as the spent fuel cask. These purchases are
made at the beginning of the project, as discussed in Sect. 2.6.3.2, and do not appear during
steady state operation.
The assessment of operating staff and cost serves a number of purposes. Estimates of staff
size are used to support the design basis for staff support requirements (e.g., the office building,
change houses, portal sizing, and control complex design). This task began originally as part of the
development of an ANS Buildings and Site Planning Requirements Data Base. The information is
ucecl to estimate operating costs, both for comparisons to the cost of operating existing facilities
and for development of the total project cost and life cycle costs. The information developed
under the basis for operations will serve as a baseline for future human factors studies and as a
baseline for life-cycle cost studies of design alternatives, such as energy efficiency studies.
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2.6.2 R_

Program Operations

The permanent research staff at each beam instrument includes two scientists and one
technician; an additional two outside users are assumed to be at each instrument at ali times
(these are overall averages; the mix at individual instruments will vary considerably). Thus an
average staff of five will be at each instrument; this is typical in the United States, although
European facilities average almost seven per instrument. An operating plan lists estimates of the
existing user base in the United States, based on data from the HFIR, the High Flux Beam
Reactor, the National Institute of Standards and Technology reactor, the Missouri University
Research Reactor, and two spallation sources. These estimates show that a user base of 1000 at
the completion of the AN$ construction project is conservative.
Most of the users of the ANS will be provided free access under DOE's policy for nonproprietary experiments. Other users, such as industrial users conducting proprietary research, will
be subject to cost recovery rules established by DOE. The arrangements for conducting such
research will be negotiated on an individual basis.
A system of proposal _ubmission and review will be set up, using procedures similar to those
in place at other user facilities in the United States. The potential user will establish contact with
a member of the permane_t scientific staff, who aids the user in assessing the practicality of a
proposed experiment and the type of instrument best suited to its performance. The user then
submits a short written proposal in standard format detailing the scientific case for the experiment
and containing sufficient technical information to permit feasibility and safety assessments. The
proposals received are trea_ed confidentially and reviewed by subcommittees of the ANS Program
Advisory Committee composed of scientists mostly external to the ANS. If the proposal is
accepted, beam time is scheduled in consultation with the local contact and with ali external
groups involved. Repeat users must have submitted a written report on the previous use of beam
time before any continuation proposal will be considered.
To ensure user participation in the design of instruments at the ANS, some of the
instruments may be provided by participating research teams. These teams enter into an
agreement with the ANS to develop and operate one or more stations on ANS beam lines. In the
early phases of ANS construction, proposals usually will concern the instrumentation of an unused
beam station. As the scientific program evolves during routine operation, proposals to replace or
modify an existing instrument also will be considered. Each participating research team will
allocate at least 25% of its beam time to other users who request time through the normal
proposal process.
2.6.3 Transition to Operations
2.6.3.1 Definition of Project Completion
Project completion has been defined ha terms of the completion of standard tests of source
brightness and of the delivered neutron flux to an instrument in the guide hall. It is anticipated
that these tests can be accomplished during the low power testing phase and scaled to full power
operation. Initial criticality is planned for the first quarter of FY 2002; completion of the tests
described below is expected by the end of FY 2002.
Neutron murce intemity verilication. The technical objectives are to be met by construction
of a neutron research laboratory based on a high flux reactor that has a peak thermal flux in the
reflector exceeding that available at similar, existing facilities by at least a factor of five. The flux
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currently available has been established at 1 x 1019m-2. s -_. Verification of achieving this
requirement will be accomplished by an incident-source-brightness measurement performed at an
appropriate thermal-neutron station of the ANS, such as the T-4 station on the HB-3 thermal
guide. The measurement will be on a standard sample approved by the Neutron Diffraction
Commission of the International Union of Crystallography.
Neutron guide transport systems verification. Neutron flux measurements will be
accomplished at the beginning and end of each installed guide to provide verification that the
neutron guide transport system's acceptance and transmission characteristics will exceed an
effective reflectivity per bounce value of 0.95. These measurements will employ a standard,
internationally accepted technique, such as foil activation. The beginning position is defined as an
appropriate guide access point near the penetrations through the reactor biological shield, or if
applicable, through the reactor building containment wall. The end position is defined as an
appropriate guide access point planned for installation of a scientific research instrument.
2.6.3-9. Buildup of Operations Activities
Because of the need for trained operating personnel during the testing and startup phase and
at the transition from the construction project to the operating phase, hiring and training of staff
must occur during the construction phase. Profiles of operating staff buildup throughout the
construction project have been developed. Some level of management, health and safety, security,
and administrative support is maintained throughout the construction project, providing ANS
operations a role in the design of the facility. Major staff hiring begins in FY 1999, and essentially
a full complement will be in place by FY 2002. Costs for utilities and fuel also begin under the
operations WBS in FYs 2001 and 2002. A profile for purchases of fuel elements has been
developed: two cores are ordered in 2000, twelve in 2001, and twenty in the following 5 years
(two more than the annual use of eighteen cores, to build up an inventory). The heax_jwater
inventory is needed in FY 2001, and the spent fuel cask and the initial spare parts inventory are
obtained in FY 2002. Tooling for the fabrication of ANS fuel elements is costed in FY 1994. A
dummy core for use in the mockup is obtained from the fuel manufacturer in FY 2000.
The research program must also be in place before completion of the facility so that initial
proposals for use of the facilities (including proposals for the design and installation of
instruments provided by participating research teams) can be evaluated before facility startup.
2.6.3.3 F'trstYear of Operations
Operating costs for the first year of ANS operations (FY 2003) also have been estimated.
The major differences between operations in 2003 and steady state conditions is that only I2
cores are burned in 2003, and the power consumption is lower than steady state while the testing
program and ascension to full power are completed. 'The estimated operating cost for FY 2003 is
$74 miUion in FY 1992 dollars. The research program is expected to cost approximately
$35 million.
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2.7 SUMMARY OF ALTEKNATIVES
2.7.1 Overall Concept Alternatives
The Major M_ erials Facilities Committee of the National Research Council, co-chaired by
Frederick Seitz and Dean Eastman, recommended design and construction of an advanced steady
state neutron facility in a report issued in August 1984. The report states that the goal is to
achieve about ten times the flux of existing machines, with a minimum requirement of five times
the flux. These goals and requirements were strongly endorsed in the Review of the National
Research Council Report "Major Facilities for Materials Research and Related Disciplines" issued
in June 19854 by the Materials Ad Hoe Review Panel of the DOE Energy Research Advisory
Board. Those documents establish the basic requirements for the A.NS Project and establish the
features that credible design concepts must include. In particular, the requirement for a steady
state neutron source means that pulsed neutron sources (which do not deliver a steady state flux)
were not considered as a design alternative for the ANS.
A comprehensive evaluation of concepts for the ANS, which were developed at research
centers throughout the world, is documented in the Proceedings of the Workshop on An Advanced
Steady-State Neutron Facility.s This was published in a widely read international journal [Nucl
Instr. Methods', _
1-132 (1986)] to give it the widest exposure in the scientific community. The
workshop was held in Gaithersburg, Maryland, on December 16-18, 1985. Proposals and
evaluations covered the extension of HFIR and Advanced Test Reactor technology, pin-fueled
liquid metal reactors, cermet-fueled liquid metal reactors, very compact cores cooled and
moderated with light water (such as the proposed Munich reactor), and novel reactor concepts
including particle bed reactors and a rotating ring concept (in which fuel moves into the high flux
region of the reactor and then cycles to a region of lower flux to allow time for cooling). A
proposal also was discussed for a steady state neutron spallation source driven by a continuouswave proton or deuteron accelerator. In the course of developing the evaluations, it was noted
that some of the concepts, including the pin-fueled liquid metal cooled concepts and the very
compact light water cooled concepts, were not realistically capable of achieving the project
objectives. A summary session of the Gaithersburg workshop evaluated the merits of those
proposals that might achieve the objectives and developed a set of conclusions that has served as
a basis for selecting the ANS reactor concept.
Since the 1985 Gaithersburg workshop, additional definition of the features, capabilities, and
difficulties associated with high-current, accelerator-driven spallation sources has become
available. The SINQ spallation source is now under construction. Because of the radionuclide
inventories that would accumulate in a Pb-Bi target (and the attendant containment
requirements), a Zircaloy target is being used instead. This modification has reduced the
performance to about 45% of earlier expectations. At an Expert Meeting on Accelerators held in
September 1991, the features of a plausible next-generation spallation source were defined. Notes
distributed at a European Spallation Source Expert Meeting held in February 1992 defir_e the
potential neutronic performance in terms of current sources. The source specifications note that
the European Spallation Source will have a fast/primary neutron flux some 30 times more intense
than the existing ISIS spallation source and will be capable of providing a time average flux
equivalent only to that of ILL (but with a sharp pulse structure): These performance levels fall an
order of magnitude short of the goals and minimum requirements set forth for the ANS.
Of the reactor concepts considered for the ANS, the extension of existing reactor technology
used in the HFIR and Advanced Test Reactor (and the ILL and ali the MTR-type reactors)
provides the lowest _k to the timely completion of project objectives. None of the alternatives
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offered prospects of !ower costs or shorter schedules. Thus the ANS design is based on a compact
core reactor using a uranium-aluminum fuel and with heavy water as the coolant, moderator, and
reflector.
The Major Materials Facilities Committee (Seitz-Eastman) recommendations state that
instead of upgrading an existing reactor, a new facility should be built. Before the publication of
the Major Materials Facilities Committee conclusions and the subsequent Energy Research
Advisory Board report, Energy Systems initiated two feasibility studies. Comparisons of cost
projections and schedules for the two showed that little saving was achieved by upgrading the
existing HFIR, and that the scientific capabilities of the new thcility were superior to those of the
upgrade. Further, demonstration of compliance with current licensing guidelines added additional
project risk in the case of the upgrade. Existing programs at the HFIR would be interrupted
during the construction phase of an upgrade, and the application of new passive safety concepts
would be difficult to implement. Thus the new facility alternative was selected. The Energy
Research Adv/sory Board agreed with this assessment in its review of the Major Materials
Facilities Committee recommendations, noting that cost/benefit studies have confirmed the
wisdom of building a new facility rather than modifying the existing HFIR.
2.7.2 Reactor Concept Alternatives
Selection of the reactor concept was based on an initial series of reviews of the available
technology and on a series of workshops used to present credible design alternatives and select
the recommended concept.
A compact configuration is required to limit the surface area of the core. Power increases the
neutron source strength, and a small core volume (high power density) increases the number of
neutrons passing across a surface just outside the core (the location of the peak thermal neutron
flux). Curved plates were found to be stronger than pins for the thin fuel structures necessary for
heat dissipation in a high power density reactor. Aluminum has a low neutron absorption cross
section and a high thermal conductivity and is a proven clad and structural material in many
research reactors. Heavy water provides an effective reflector for a beam reactor. It has a low
absorption cross section and is an effective moderator. Heavy water reactors tend to have a long
neutron mean free path and lifetime. These lead to relatively slow kinetics and tend to create a
large volume of useable flux. Comparative calculations were performed using light and heavy
water as the coolant. The results showed that even with the addition of beryllium, the use of light
water coolant led to reductions in performance, with the heavy water system giving 40% to 50%
more flux. Thus heavy water was selected as the coolant for the ANS. Comparative calculations
were also performed to identify, the performance that could be achieved through using low
enrichment uranium (20% or less) as opposed to highly enriched uranium. As discussed in
ORNI./M-5506 and in later calculations, it was found that the ANS could not meet the project
objectives without the use of fully enriched uranium. Silicide fuel, in the form of U3Si_, offers the
highest thermal conductivity and uranium density of the fuels used to date in uranium-aluminum
cores. R&D conducted on this fuel under ANS conditions has demonstrated its excellent stability,
thermal conductivity, and fission product retention properties.
Three workshops and task groups were used to establish the core configuration. The first of
those was the ORNl/INEL core comparison workshop held in February 1988. At this workshop,
it was decided to adopt the involute fuel geometry but the axially split core configuration. Late in
1988, another set of core configurations was considered and evaluated. This evaluation
systematically varied the diameter, height, offset, and other dimensional parameters of the core. A
new core camfiguration was established, termed the PS-2 core, as documented in

2-102
ORNIdTM-11234. 7 As analytical techniques evolved, the systematic evaluations of the PS-2 core
were revisited. The volume was increased slightly, and the span of the fuel plates was decreased to
improve plate stability. The restating core, termed the conceptual core design, is the one
presented in this report.
2.7.3 Neutron Sourve, Transport, and Utilization Alternatives
The Major Materials Facilities Committee (Seitz-Ezlstman) recommended the construction of
a facility that includes at least one large guide hall; a reactor hall containing thermal and hot
beams; a variety of spectrometers; and improved national facilitie_ for isotope production,
irradiation of materials, neutron activation analysis, and research in nuclear physics. NSCANS,
made up of representatives of ali the fields of science that are expected to use the facility, meets :
periodically to assess the evolving design of the ANS in terms of meeting the user community
requirements. The recommendations of this and other committees define the overall structure of
the research program at the ANS.
The selection of the arrayof neutron scattering and physics instruments has been the subject
of a number of workshops and of ongoing review by NSCANS. Early workshops to identify
priorities and recommend specific instruments for the ANS were held at ORNL in May 1984
(CONF-8405192) s and at Shelter Island in October 1984 (CONF-8410256). 9 A more recent
workshop, sponsored jointly by Brookhaven National Laboratory and ORNL, was held in June
1989 (CONF-8906311)1°
The scope of the materials irradiationfacilities also is reviewed by NSCANS on an ongoing
basis. The initial scope of the facilities was set by the goal of replacing HFIR capabilities at a
minimum. This goal has been modified somewhat to take advantage of the unique opportunities
and adjust to the unique limitations of the ANS reactor design. A major workshop on priorities
and facilities for materials irradiation at the A.NS was held at ORNL in December 1990
(CONF-901276). n
Likewise, the scope of transuramum production facilities in the ANS receives regular
NSCANS review. A workshop that included discussions of the needs and the size of the 2s2Cfuser
base was held at Oak Ridge on April 13 and 14, 1988.
2.7.4 Plant System Alternatives
Many of the ANS plant features were influenced strongly by a safety workshop held in
October 1988 (CONF-BS10193).n Included in discussions at that workshop were passive safety
features of the reactor cooling system and reactor containment and the general approach to
regulatory processes, waste management, and environmental compliance. Design features have
also been strongly influenced by early probabilistic risk evaluations, many of which were based
either on a more developed probabilistic risk assessment for the HFIR or on more qualitative
reviewersof early design concepts.
A formal evaluation of ali realistic possibilities for heavy water primary cooling systems and
light water secondary cooling systems was conducted throughout 1989. An exhaustive review of
options covering the equipment sequence and geometrical layout for an individual loop, the
number of loops, the role of emergency cooling equipment, and heat sink possibilities resulted in
the presentation of three candidate systems at a workshop held in February 1990
(CONF-9002142). s3The options are described in a workshop notebook. The cooling system
described in the Conceptual Design Report was selected shortly after the workshop.
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A similar study was undertaken to evaluate the performance goals and the physical
implementation of the reactor containment system. Again, ali credible alternatives were described
and a set of representative options was presented at a workshop held in August 1990 (draft
CONF-9008150).14 A notebook describing the key options was distributed at the workshop. The
goals and concept selected are described in the Conceptual Design Report.
The general layout and zoning concepts used for the ANS candidate site and main building
complex evolved over time. Requirements were established by conducting a series of interviews
with representatives of ali user groups, reactor operations groups, security and safeguards
representative.s, and maintenance representatives. A workshop held in October 1989 was a key
step in identifying the set of groups to be interviewed and in initiating the formal process. A
workbook compiled over the course of preparations for and discussions at the workshop
documents the activities used to initiate the process. The interview process has continued
throughout the conceptual design phase with the participation of the architectural firm. It has
resulted in the development of the Buildings and Site Planning Requirements Data Base.
A formal process for the selection of a candidate site Wasconducted, using the DOE Oak
Ridge Reservation as the region of interest. The study is documented in ORNL/TM-11419. Is That
candidate site has been used to develop the conceptual design of the facility. Alternative
candidate areas were defined in Melton Valley, Bear Creek Valley, and near the Highway 58/95
interchange. Three candidate sites were identified for final evaluation, ali located in Melton
Valley near ORNL. Extensive interviews of site planning, emergency planning, environmental
protection, and geology personnel were conducted during the course of the selection process.

3. JUSTIFICATION

3.1 b'IRATEGIC NEEDS
Much of the research data that form the basis for U.S. materials technology is gathered by
probing matter with three types of radiation: electromagnetic (e.g., light or X rays); charged
particle (e.g., electrons), or neutral particle (neutrons). Although the three types of information
thus obtained are complementary, certain research areas may be weighted more heavily towards
one or the other. In the past few decades, the equipment required to obtain information about
materials has become increasingly complex, and the cost of providing research facilities has
exceeded the reach of most industries. In response to this need, the federal government has
provided access to the n_e.ssary equipment through the DOE and other national laboratories.
Neutron research at DOE laboratories provides unique information needed to maintain hightechnology R&D endeavors in several important fields. The proposed ANS facility is needed to
help the United States stay competitive in those R&D fields. There are several indicators that
industrial neutron research is cost effective; for example, industry often has preferred to pay full
cost recovery for neutron scattering experiments at the HFIR at ORNL even for basic research
rather than operate under the policy of free access in return for publishing the results. Another
indicator is that industries that began to use neutron data manyyears ago are still doing so (e.g.,
Exxon and Rolls Royce Aerospace).
Although many U.S. corporations have found neutron research necessary to their operations,
some have had to use overseas facilities to gain access to the best equipment. This situation is
complicated by the fact that overseas facilities currently are heavily over-subscribed (typically by a
factor of two to five), and priority is given to researchers from member nations. Furthermore,
proprietary research by U.S. companies is generally not possible at such facilities.
Neutron scattering research has developed into an important tool for understanding the
structure and behavior of solid and liquid structures. Neutrons thermalized to room temperature
or below have properties that make them uniquely valuable for probing the structure of
condensed matter. Many of the properties of materials are determined by structures that are 100
to 1000 times the size of atoms. Thermalized neutrons have wavelengths in a range suitable for
probing these structures. Because they have no electric charge, neutrons can penetrate materials
that charged panicles cannot; cxmsequently, neutrons can be used to determine the bulk
properties of materials. The ability of neutrons to penetrate large items makes it possible to
examine large manufactured articles for defects and to study the details of operations.
The ANS neutron scattering capabilities will have multidisciplinary applications in physics,
astrophysics, nuclear physics, condensed matter (solid and liquid state) physics, surfaces and
interfaces, biochemistry, structural biology, materials science and engineering, archaeology,
materials irradiation and analysis, and isotope research. For example, neutron scattering has been
used to study fluid-flow properties in operating jet engines and can be used to study fluid flow in
other situations. Neutron scattering also can be used to measure stress patterns in manufactured
objects, and, because it yields important information about the microscopic structure of polymers,
it can be used in the design of new polymers. Cold neutron scattering has been used to measure
magnetic flux lattices in high-temperature superconductors and is expected to play a critical role
in the development of materials that are superconducting at higher temperatures.
ANS also would provide defense-related capabilities. Defense uses of ANS would include
production of isotopes for aircraft and other radiography and detection of explosives in
counterterrorism; testing of materials under irradiation bombardment; and nondestructive testing
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of critical engineering components. In this context; the most important task for ANS 0robably
would be to take over from HFIR the production of 2S2Cf,a portable neutron source, and thus to
enable neutron radiographic inspection to take place in the field.
Although the primary purpose of the ANS facility would be basic research, a secondary
function would be the production of isotopes with commercial applications. There are more than
300 radioactive isotopes with half-lives varying from about 1 day to 10,000 years or more. The
widely varying physical, chemical, and biochemical properties of these radioisotopes have
numerous applications in food technology, agriculture, energy supply, aerospace, public health,
medicine, industrial technology, and national security. In the United States alone, about 40,000
medical procedures each day make use of radioisotopes, and about 45% of ali single-use medical
supplies (e.g., syringes and surgical gloves) are sterilized by radioisotope irradiation.
In assessing the need for ANS as an isotope production facility, it is important to bear in
mind that it would be the only source in the United States for the transplutonium isotopes, as
HFIR is now. These isotopes have a variety of uses, including medical diagnosis, cancer therapy,
and radiography of aircraft wings. A strong case also can be made for the continued production of
these isotopes as research materials for basic studies in nuclear physics, chemistry, and solid state
physics. The large volume of very high thermal flux in the tMNSreflector would also allow the
production of high specific activity isotopes of lower mass number as programmatic needs arise.
ANS would operate isotope loan agreements and sales in line with DOE policies.
Commercial production accounts for most radioisotopes in general use. The role of DOE has
been to fill gaps where no commercial source exists or to supplement inadequate commercial
production (for example, of 192Ir).Often, this requires facilities unique to DOE. The HFIR in
particular is the only source in the United States of transuranic isotopes such as 2S2Cf,which
undergoes spontaneous fission with a half-life of 2.64 years. One gram of 2S2Cfwill produce
2.3 x 10t2 neutrons/s. It is a strong, portable source of neutrons, and this property has led to
many applications. At present, DOE has 109 loan agreements with 82 institutions for HFIRproduced 252Cf.
Therapy based on neutron bombardment from ZS2cfhas been shown to be effective in the
treatment of cervical cancer. Sources are also being developed for in vivo neutron activation
analysis to be used in clinical diagnosis and monitoring of medical conditions involving abnormal
amounts of lithium, aluminum, or nitrogen. In addition, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
has ordered 200 mg of 252Cf(a large fraction of the current national supply) to be used in neutron
activation analysis of certain foods. The commercial power industry uses 2szcf as the industry
standard method for startup of pressurized water reactors and as a source for neutron radiography
of power reactor fuel rods. There are also growing commercial uses of 2S2Cfas a source for
neutron activation analysis and as a standard source for dosimeter calibration. One of the newest
applications of 252Cfis detecting hidden explosives in airline passenger luggage. Monitors already
have been imtalled at airports in New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Miami; and the
installation of similar devices is planned for London, Atlanta, Frankfurt, and Rome.
The Naval Ocean Systems Center uses neutrons from 252Cf to test infrared devices for
resistance to neutron damage, and the Mound Laboratory uses 2s2Cfneutron radiography for
nondestructive inspection of explosive fill in detonators. Production reactors at the Savannah
River Site would require 252Cffor startup, and there are some classified uses.
In addition to producing transplutonium isotopes, ANS would be used to prepare the many
other neutron-produced radioisotopes that are used in industry and medicine. For example,
certain isotopes such as very high specific activity _oCo that is used in medical therapy,
sterilization, and radiography, can be produced only in facilities that provide a very intense
neutron flux, such as HFIR or the proposed &NS.
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3.2 ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS
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Table3.1was constructed
asa ba._is
forcomparing
theoperating
co_tofANS with the
combined operating cost of the HFIR and the HFBR (the two facilities that the ANS is expected
to replace). This table covers reactor oi)crating costs only; r_earch operatiom costs are not
included. Since the ANS is designed to operate at 80% availability(and or_rating costs are
estimated on that basis), the costs for the HFIR and the HFBR were scaled to what they would
at 80% availability.
As can b_ seen from the table, ANS operating costs are roughly comparable to those of the
HFIR and HFBR added together, with the research support staff not included. Two measures can
be used to compare the performance of the ANS to that of the HFIR and HFBR combined. The
first is thermal neutron flux, either in terms of the unperturbed neutron flux in the reflector or in
terms of the usefui flux delivered to the sample. The number of beam sltations, as determined by
counting instruments, provides another measure of the relative capabilities of the facilities.
The thermal flux of the HFIR actually peaks in the central flux trap (since the basis for
construction of the HFIR was production of transuranium isotopes). The average thermal flux at
the end of the beam tube_, at a power of 85 MW, is about 1 x 1019 m'2 . s '_. The peak thermal
flux at the HFBR, when operated at 60 MW, is also about 1 x 10_9m-2 . s-'_.However, the beam
tubes at the H_'BR are located at a radial distance beyond that of the peak thermal flux, and the
reactor is now operating at 30 MW. Thus the average thermal flux at the end of the HFBR beam
tubes is about 0.5 x 1019m-2 . s-_. The estimated peak thermal flux in the ANS is from 7 to 7.5
x 10_9m-_' • s -_, and lhc beam tubes are located at the location of the peak thermal flux. Thus
on the average, the ANS provides a peak thermal flux at the beam tubes that is 10 times that
currently available at the HFIR and the HFBR.
Several factors affect the transport of neutrons to the instruments, including the use of
neutronguides (including
supcrmirror
guides
on thermal
instruments)
and thedimensions
ofthe
b_ams.The ANS beamsaretaUcrthantheyarewide.Sincemany experiments
require
a low
angular
divergence
inthehorizontal
plane._ut
areless
affected
byangular
divergence
inthe
vertical
plane,
this
configuration
increases
theuseable
fluxatthes.ampl,,_.
"I_eresult
canbca
thermal
fluxgainofan additional
factor
oftwo.More significant
istheeffect
oftheANS cold
sources.
The HHR hasno coldsource;
theHFBR hasa coldsourcethatfeedsthreeinstruments.
AlioftheANS instruments
thatwouldbenefit
fromthecoldfluxgainfactors
arcgivenpositiom
on thecoldguides
inth.e
guidehall.
Thiscanleadtoan increa.sc
intheflux,
atthedcsire,
d
wawl,
engtha,
offactors
oftenormore.Th_ foranygiventypeofbeaned
in_strument,
theANS
provides
an increase
influxfromaboutI0 to200overexisting
U.S.faci|iti_e.s.
Sincethese
experiments
areflux'-limited,
this
translates
toa corresponding
increase
inthesci,
entifi.c
capability
of the itm:rument.
The ANS has 9 thermal beam tub_, 2 hot beam tube_, 14 horizontal cold guide.s, 1 Mant
th,ermal tube, 2 s.iant cold guide_, 2 very cold guides, and a total of 48 b_s_minstrument stations.
T_e HFIR has a total of 4 beam tube_; through clever d_ign, 9 inst_ments can be operated at
orte.
time.
The HFBR h.u6 thermal
beam tubesa.ttd
a single
pcn,etratio.tt
witha coldsourceand
3 beatm. A total of 15 in_str_mcnts are operated at o.r)etime at the H_IR. 'lh is provide, a total
of 24 imtruments at th,e HFIR and IIFBR combine.d: half the total compl.ement at the ANS.
Thu, at ¢_,entially the same operating cost.,the ANS provides at l,el_t twice a_ many
instruments
asth,
e HFIR and HFBR combined,
and fromI0to200 tj.mos
thefluxateach
irm.tnjment.
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Table 3.1. Annual operating costs for the ANS, the HFIR, and the HFBR _

(FY
............................
__afff_=-Consumables

.........

.

37.2
................
3.9

HFIR + HFBR

(SM)

24.3
0.9

13.7'_
9.0a

38.0
9.9

3.7'

2.1f

2.0f

4.1

Steam

4.6

0.2

Unknowna

0.2

Water

1.0

0.4

Un knowna

0.4

Reactor electric power
Cryogenic electric power
D_tritiation
Cores

5.6
4.3
0.8_
15.ff

1.8
NA
NA
4.8
t

0.8
0.1
0.2_
0o5
_

Other
Total

5.5"
81.6

3.1Y
3'7.5

0.I °
26.4

Nonrecurring items
Utilities

:

doIla assuming
avmlability)
ANs ......
hFIR;
HFBRb
(SM)
(SM)
(SM)

- "-

2.6
0.I
0.2
5.3
3.1
63.9

---The_s costsdo notinclude
those'
ofiheres'_rch
Support
st"aff,
sincethe'oiher
facilities
do nothavesucha group.
SCurrently,
HFIR isactually
runningata maximum ofonly60.%availability
andHFBR at70%, so
the ac tua| utility and core costs are lower than these figures,
does not include research operations, security, or health physics, which are costed separately
at HFBR (see footnote d).
"_'hts isismade up of BNL overhead and includes steam, security, water, health physics,
maintenance, telephones, etc_
*These are major equipment items that must be replaced periodically.
/This isisfor Tiger Team corrective actions.
rI'his number includes a special ttainlng development pro_ect and a contract for testing and
analysis of the reactor power capacity.
STh.is is the electric power for the Detritiation Facility.
iAithough th_ is not the actual cost of operating a detritiation facility, it is one-fourth of the cost
_curred every,4 years to haw DzO shipped, upgraded, and detritiated in Canada.
/This assumes 18 cores per year, which is the expected number of whole cores during fuU, normal
operation. White the inventory ,isbeing established, two additf,o nal cores per year may be needed.
Fu_lburnupcostsare notinclu,ded.
tThisisa revised
fuelcostbasedon FY 1992rates
fromthefabricator
combinedwithour80%
availability.
_HI_R has produced no new fuel e|ements since FY 199_, its elements arc currently utken out of
exiting inventory. If new elements are purchased, this cost might doub|e_
"q'h_s inclu.des co6ts for health physi_ staffing, necuritystaffing, and other util,ities.
_"1'_ number/_,cludes costs for other utilities, fuel burnup, health physics and security staffing,,and
the critical experiment ftcllity.
_D_IScost represents the c_rge for Y.I2 fuel etement storage.
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Other factors are not accounted for in this discussion, including the quality of the beams
(with respect to gamma and fast neutron contamination), which is highly optimized at the ANS;
and the extent to which experiments can be conducted on the ANS that cannot be conducted at
either the HFIR or the HFBR (because the signal at those reactors is simply not strong enough
to be discerned from the background).
33
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IMPACT IF NOT .FUNDED

The neutron scattering capability of facilities in the United States is being eroded by the
aging of current research reactors. This capability will be essentially eliminated by their eventual
shutdown. With more instruments than exist cumulatively on ali U.S. reactors, ILL is the world
leader in neutron research; however, thermal flux at the proposed ANS at a fission power level of
330 MW would be five to ten times greater than any current re.search reactor's capability and
would exceed the capabilities of facilities in any other country. If the proposed ANS is not
operational before the HFIR and HFBR are shut down (they are already more than 25 years old),
U.S. neutron researchers will be totally dependent on foreign research facilities for high flux
beams. As a result, delaying the ANS project could have scientific and technological consequences
in the United States. In many fields of research, the HHR and the HFBR are no longer
competitive with Japanese and European facilities. ANS could help restore the United States to a
position of leadership in the field of neutron research.
Retiring the HFIR facility and delaying ANS construction and operation also would have
economic implications. The immediate impact could be a loss of direct scientific and technical jobs
at ORNL because of the HFIR shutdown, followed quickly by a loss of corollary jobs that have
been created as the result of off-site support of the HFIR (e.g., the industrial, medical, and
research use of the production capability of the HHR). With the loss of domestic production
capability for medical and industrial isotopes, the R&D and some production work in those fields
would be lost to foreign reactor facilities. Critical issues of qualitycontrol would arise because
programs that evaluate the effects of radiation on components in varying radiation fields would
not continue. The result of losing this safeguard could be unanticipated failure of expensive
components in, for example, space hardware, reactors, and fusion applications.
Finally) if ANS were delayed, the loss of HFIR capabilities would lead to the simple logistical
problem of access. There would be a severe reduction in the time experimenters could spend on a
reactor because the available time on the remaining reactors would be in much greater demand
and thus more difficult to schedule.
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4. SIGNIFICANT FACI'ORS

4.1 PROJECF REQUIREMF.Jq_
The ANS is a large, complex 'project. It requires nine years to design and construct; it
involves three major design organizations, Energy Systems, an integrating contractor, a
construction management firm, a host of procurement and construction contracts, and many other
subcontractors: and it is subject to a complex set of regulatory requirements. There are many
opportunities for schedule slippage and cost overruns.Succr._ful accomplishment of the project
requires effective control of schedule and cost. Control of schedule is particularlycrucial;schedule
slippages inevitably lead to cost overruns because of escalation, contract extensions, additional
administrative overhead, and inefficient use of staff. Aggressive schedules offer significant cost
advantages. Effective project management is essential to timely completion of the facility within
budget. In addition to the general need for attentive:and responsive management, a number of
factors discussed in the following sections could lead to schedule and cost overruns and add risk
to the successful completion of the project.
The DOE has not constructed a major research reactor for many years. The last major
reactor projects by DOE were part of the breeder reactor development program and thus were
subjected to NRC licensing procedures to ensure the development of licensable design concepts,
and to a licensing process for subsequent commercial breeder reactors. The regulatory
environment for the ANS is not clear, especially from a procedural standpoint. In many cases,
DOE orders implement standards that are equivalent to those applied to NRC-licensed facilities.
Such standards have been applied to the design basis described in this report. However, the
procedural aspects of design documentation and review and the nature of a permit to operate a
major DOE reactor are not clearly established. Commercial reactor experience has demonstrated
that delays associated with licensing procedure.scan be extremely costly in terms of schedule and
C_OStoverruns.

Delays in the environmental analysi_sand review process, especially with respect to completing
the requirements of the NEPA pr_,
also can lead to schedule and cost overruns. Timely
completion of the NEPA proce,_ and promulgation of a record of decision are necessary for
completing the alternatives evaluation (including site selection) and before beginning Title II
design.
Procuring nuclear-qualified components has become difficult compared with a few years ago,
because the lack of new commercial reactor construction has led many equipment vendors to
decide that it is not economical to maintain qualifications. The ANS has unique qualification
requirements, including aluminum components qualified to ASME Section III, Class 1 standards,
and environmental qualification requirements that may differ from those encountered in
commercial reactors (although they are generally less severe). These factors in turn may limit the
extent to which normal specification and procurement procedures can be used to obtain reactor
components. Other procurement concerns exist with respect to the detfitiation facility. Few such
plants have been constructed; one firm holds a license on the technology and has supplied
proprietary equipment for ali such plants currentlyin existence.
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4.2 _CAL

AND OPERATIONAL

UNCERTAINTIES

4.2.1ImuesAddressed
bytheANS Researchand Development
Program
A numberoftechnical
issues
exist
becameoftheadvanced
reactor
and experiment
facilities
intheANS Project
design.
Insome cases,
specific
unknownshavebeenidentified
(suchasthe
growthrateofoxideon theANS fuelplates).
Inothercases,
technical
dataarerequired
to
ensurethatthedesign
andsafety
calculations
modeltheperformance
ofANS systems
effectively.
Instill
otherareas,
itisknown thatimprovements
inspecific
technology
areas(suchasneutron
beam transmission)
havethepotential
toimprovegreatly
theuseoftheANS.
An R&D programhasbeenestablished
toaddress
keyuncertainties
associated
withthe
design
and analysis
oftheANS reactor,
experiment,
andplantsystems.
Thisprogramhasbeen
divided
into14tasks,
whicharesummarized
below°
ThisR&D programhasbeenunderway
throughthepreconccptual
and conceptual
design
phasesandwill
continue
throughdetailed
design
and construction.
Some oftheactivities
listed
areunderway,and some arcevencomplete,
intheconceptual
design
phase.
Otherswill
notbeginuntil
much later.
PartoftheR&D program
isappropriately
fundedunderoperating
funds,
partisfundedunderthelineitem,
and still
other
parts
arcfundedusingcapital
equipmentfunds.
4.2.1.1 Re.astor Com Development
The ANS reactor core is based on known and proven technology, but it operates vdth higher
heat flux and temperatures than previous research reactors. In some cases, technologies are used
in ways not used before (e.g., two-dimensional fuel grading to provide power shaping). In other
cases, operating conditions are at or somewhat beyond existing experimental data limits
(e.g., power density and coolant velocities). These factors require a program of development or
confirmatory tests for the design of the core, including the development and validation of the
caiculational techniques being used. The reactor core development task addresses the
uncertainties posed by an advanced reactor design and develops both the design itself and the
design and analysis techniques for the ANS reactor core.
4.2.1.2 Fucl Development
In comparing the proposed ANS fuel and the HFIR fuel, three issues have been identified:
(1) the use of silicide fuel and grading in both axial and radialdirections represent changes to the
existing fabrication process; (2) the high fuel burnup rates encountered in the ANS represent a
fuel performance regime where only a few data points are available; and (3) improvements in the
quality control process used during fuel fabricationcan be translated into additional safety margin.
4.2.1.3
CorrmionTestsandAnalysis
An oxidelayer
accumulates
on thesurface
ofaluminumcladding
inwater-cooled
research
reactors.
"/heoxidelayer
phenomenonwas explored
atthetimeofthedesign
oftheHFIR, and
therateofoxideformation
was foundtoincrease
asheatflltx
and otherparameters
increased.
The ANS fueloperates
atheatfluxes
beyondthoseoftheHFIR and beyondtherangeofthe
correlations
developed
fortheHFIR. The oxidehasa much lowerthermal
conductivity
thanthe
aluminumcladding,
and thusuncertainties
intheox/deformation
ratetranslate
intouncertainties
inthefueland cladding
temperatures.
Likewise,
uncertainties
exist
astothelongtermbehavior
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of the oxide, including its stability and adhesion. A test loop has been constructed to identify and
measure the corrosion product burnup on Type 6061 aluminum under various flow and power
conditions that bound the operating parameters of the ANS. The test specimens simulate the
cladding of the ANS fuel plates.
4.2.1.4 Core Flow Tests
The ANS reactor core uses coolant velocities and heat fluxes that are at the boundary of
existing data for plate-type fuel thermal hydraulic performance. The ANS design also makes use
of natural circulation for decay heat removal to a greater extent than in other high-flux research
reactors. As a result, there is a need to verify and improve upon existing correlations for heat
transfer and for modeling multi-loop natural circulation behavior. The core flow tests task
provides the facilities required to characteriz_ the thermal-hydraulic performance of various
simulated reactor components at and beyond ANS operating conditions.
4.2.1_5 Control Concepts
The nature of the ANS reactor (e.g., high fuel burnup and low core volume) generates some
unique control requirements. The control concepts task provides the nuclear analysis necessary to
develop the control concept. Included in this task are the analyses necessary to define poison
location, allocate control to burnable poison material, and demonstrate kinetic behavior for
normal and accident transients.
42.1.6 Critical Experiments
The analysis of the neutronic performance of a reactor such as the ANS involves many
complex computer codes and many simplifying assumptions and modeling techniques. The
verification of these calculations is supported by other analyses, but benchmarking against actual
experiments is necessary to provide adequate assurance that the neutronic operating and safety
parameters are well predicted and understood. The critical experiments tasks include ali activities
needed to plan, perform, and analyze a set of critical experiments that will be used to benchmark
the performance of the ANS core.
4.2.1.7 Materials, Structural Tests, and Analyses
The ANS has many individual reactor components, ranging from the fuel element to
components of the coolant pressure boundary and control rods, that will operate in environments
different from, and in many cases more severe than, those of other research reactors. Structural
tests and analyses are needed to ensure the structural adequacy of components in the ANS
reactor. This activity will include the structural analysis of fuel plates, control elements, the core
pressure boundary tube, and other important components in the ANS reactor. In addition, it will
supply the effort necessary to seed qualification of the core pressure boundary tube material as an
ASME Code Pressure Vessel material and will generate required material properties, including
irradiation effects.
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4.2.1.8 Cold Sora'ce Development
Tile ANS cold source will operate at neutron flux and heating rates that have not been
encountered in existing reactor cold source installations. There are uncertainties associated with
establishing the cold moderator environment in the ANS and with the neutronic performance of
the ANS cold source design. The overall design of the ANS cold source, while it builds on
techniques used at other installations, is itself in large part a developmental task. The cold source
development task provides a program of cold source developmental activities and a prototype
demonstration.
4.2.1.9 Beam Tube, Guide, and Instrument Development
The ANS reactor is designed to achieve the highest practical neutron flux, with the
appropriate spectrum, for ali of the applications within the scope of the project. Still further gains
can be obtained through more efficient neutron collection and transport systems and by advancing
the design of instruments so that more information is obtained from a given number of neutrons.
The beam tube, guide, and instrument development activity includes ali the tasks necessary to
plan, perform, and analyze experimental data required to improve the efficiency of the systems
used to deliver the neutrons to the experiments.
4.2.1.10 Hot Source Development
A hot source developmental effort is necessary to ensure that the design effectively meets the
project goals. The hot source R&D task includes activities necessary to support the design of the
hot source and provides for a hot source prototype demonstration.
4.2.1.11 Neutron and Gamma Transport and Shielding
The ANS reactor and reactor shields are compl, :: systems penetrated by beam tubes, piping
systems, instrumentation, irradiation facilities, and other complex geometries. Specifications for
neutron flux, spectra, and gamma contamination have been established for the beam tubes and
guides. Radiation background in the experiment area and other areas occupied by persormel or
radiation-sensitive equipment must be kept within the requirements established for the design of
the ANS and must be kept as low as reasonably achievable. The calculation of neutron and
gamma transport into the beam tubes, through the bulk of the shield systems, and through
penetrations and potential streaming paths in the shield is a complex tasL The neutron and
gamma transport and shielding task develops and validates the methods used to calculate
transport into the beams and past the elements of the reactor shield.
4.2.1.12 Immanentation and Controls System Development
The ANS operational objectives place unusual demands on the operating regimes which
_,,,0alreunique control and plant protection system capabilities. The instrumentation and controls
syg_eLadevelopment activity is provided to examine the capability of different controls and plant
protection systems to meet operational and safe_ needs. The extent to which special control and
plant proton[on system capabilities can be developed will affect the reactor's design concepts and
its eventual operational capabilities.

:2
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4.2.1.13
ReactorConcepts
A numberofkeyissues
thataffect
thedesign
ofthereactor
systemhavebeenidentified.
Theyaregenerally
associated
withunknownsinmechanical
systemperformance
and reliability
and
inthehydraulic
performance
ofthevarious
coolant
componentsthatdirect
flowtoall
componentscooledbythereactor
system.
Anotherareaofconcernisthereliability
ofthe
complexremoterefueling
mechanisms.
The reactor
concepts
development
taskprovides
the
necessary
development
activities
and tests
neededtosupport
thereactor
systems
design.
4.2.1.14
"Safety
Research
and Development
The safety
R&D taskincludes
alloftheadditional
R&D activities
thatareconsidered
necessary
tosupport
theANS Project
Safety
Program.
Experimental
testing
isproposedto
supporttheanalysis
ofsevere
accident
phenomenaintheareaofexplosive
interactions,
fission
productrelease,
fueltransient
tests,
fuel/concrete
interactions,
aerosol
chemistry
aspects,
and
containment.
Benchmarkexperiments
arebeingproposed
toverify
and/or
validate
thecomputer
modelsbeingusedintheanalyses.
Still
othertests
using
existing
and new facilities
will
include
experiments
toobtain
databasesofcritical
heatflux,
flowinstability
tests,
andothertests
pertinent
tolimiting
operational
criteria
forthereactor,
ltshouldbe notedthatsome ofthe
activities
underthistaskmay be performed
undersubcontracts
thathavenotbeenspecified.
4.2.2 Ur,certainties in the C'naracteristicsof the Candidate Site
A site is not selected until a record of decision is issued at the end of the NEPA process.
Thus the entire range of site-specific issues remains an uncertainty until the NEPA process has
been completed.
The specific characteristics of the site cannot be fully known until a detailed site
characterization has been completed. Until that characterization is carded out, detailed knowledge
of the engineering characteristics of rock and soils on the ANS site will not be available. Some
risk exists that major nonconformities might be discovered during the characterization that would
require adjustments of the location of major structures on the site. An early characterization has
not identified any such problems, but it was necessarily limited in scope. Thus early phases of the
characterization will take place as soon as possible, within the constraints of the NEPA process
and of DOE procedures, so that the potential for redesign is averted.
4.23 Operational Uncertainties
Many specific uncertainties exist as to the roles and the number of operators that will be
required for the ANS. Two areas where this is particularlysignificant include the extent of
interaction between reactor and auxiliary operators (those operating the refrigeration plant or the
detritiation plant) and the extent to which operations are automated and initiated by computer.
The human factors program planned for the ANS will address these issues.
Key uncertainties exist with respect to the possible operating modes of the ANS when certain
systems are not available. An example of such a situation would be operation with one or both
cold sources empty of liquid deuterium. Other uncertainties address runback and startup modes.
Situations that must be addressed include reactor runback and restal"t upon loss of off-site power
without being overcome by xenon poisoning; startup of a cold source without reactor shutdown;
and startup of a spare cooling system loop accompanied by shutdown of a previously operating
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loop in the event that a failure or degradation of an operating loop appears likely. These
uncertainties will be resolved during the advanced conceptual and later design phases.
4.3 OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
One of the major operational considerations associated with the ANS is the ability to operate
on a sufficiently predictable basis that the anticipated user program, involving more than 1000
individuals, can be accommodated, lt is not enough to meet averaged availability goals; beam time
must be provided in accordance with schedules developed many months in advance. Arrangements
such as airline tickets and hotel bookings must be made by the users; users cannot remain at the
ANS site for many weeks waiting for their station to become available. As a result, predictability
goals accompany reliability goals in the Plant Design Requirements, ORNL/TM-11625. t6
The design of the ANS also must be such that users can be given reasonably unimpeded
access to the necessary facilities (including beam instruments in both the guide hall and the beam
rooms in the reactor building) while ali necessary security, personnel accountability, and
contamination control measures are maintained. The graded approach to security and
contamination control provided in the overall facility layout has been developed to separate user
areas and sensitive operations areas to the greatest extent practical. Procedures for user reception
and training must be streamlined to make access for time periods as short as a week an effective
use of the visiting scientist's time. Some experiments may require attention 24 h a day. The
conceptual design allows for the construction of an on-site guest house from which a researcher
may monitor his or her experiment and may be summoned quickly to respond if necessary.
Sufficient support personnel must man the facility throughout ali shifts to allow for user access at
any time.
The hiring and training of a qualified reactor (and auxiliary system) operator staff also must
occur in a timely manner. Hiring profiles have been defined in a basis for operations. Training
staff and facilities, including a simulator and a mockup, are also included in the conceptual design.
A particular issue is the potential for transfercing trained staff from the HFIR to the ANS should
the HFIR be shut down as the ANS is commissioned. Disc_ssions have been held with Research
Reactors Division management at ORNL on the overall subject of staff hiring and training,
including the potential for transition of HFIR staff.
Spare paris and the supply of replacement pans for components that are subject to radiation
damage are also key operational issues. The procurement of such components is addressed in a
basis for operations. Maintenance activities and facilities at the ANS have been planned in
consultation with the HFIR operations and maintenance staff.
4.4 SPECIAL REO_
Numerous special requirements are incorporated into the design basis for the ANS, as
described in Chap. 2, in response to issues associated with reactor safety. The core design process
includes detailed analyses of the neutron kinetics, including reactivity coefficients for power,
voiding, light water ingress, and other situations; the rigorous evaluation and incorporation of
design margins and uncertainties to ensure that design parameters are not exceeded for any
transients within the design basis; and an extensive R&D program to verify the neutronic and
thermal-hydraulic performance of the core and the physical behavior of the fuel, the cladding, and
other reactor components. Features of the reactivity control systems (especially the shutdown
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systems) and the reactor and experiment protection systems are provided in response to the
special requirements for reactor safety. The design of the reactor cooling systems provides an
extremely high level of assurance for the safe removal of decay heat from the core. The design of
the containment system and the layout of control zones around the facility ensure that doses to
the general public are minimized even under extreme postulated accident scenarios and ensure
ample time for evacuating facilities on the ORNL reservation. The design of the refueling system
provides a high level of assurance that nuclear criticality is prevented, that decay heat is removed
safely during handling, and that effective physical control is maintained during ali fuel transfer
activities. An integrated control and communications system is provided to allow the operator
access to ali needed information within the constraints of human abilities to comprehend the
information and without compromising the integrity of the reactor and experiment protection
systems.
Because of the use of enriched uranium as a fuel and because of the real or perceived threat
to the public that could result if intruders gained control of the facility, detailed safeguards,
security, and sabotage assessments are being performed on the design. These in turn result in
special design requirements for intrusion-resistant structures and fencing, for intrusion detection
systems, and for mobilization of trained response teams.
Because tritium is generated in the heavy water used as the reactor coolant and reflector,
special requirements for the monitoring and control of tritium throughout the facility are included
in the design basis. The detritiation facility is provided to maintain the tritium concentration in
the coolant and reflector sufficiently low that maintenance of the facilities is not impeded, and
that small leaks of coolant or reflector water do not lead to unacceptable releases to the
environment. Control measures are included to capture leaks, including measures to retain
moisture that evaporates and is carried into the ventilation systems.
Criteria for resistance to natural phenomena are included in the design basis. These criteria
address not only the safe shutdown of the reactor but also general safety and investment
protection concerns.
The presence of hydrogen in the reactor (in the form of deuterium in the cold sources) and
in the detritiation facility (where part of the process involves the distillation of elemental
hydrogen isotopes) results in specific requirements for implementing a fire safety program. Studies
of the hazards posed by the inventorie_ present and of the general hydrogen safety philosophy
and its implementation in design will continue into the advanced conceptual design phase.
Environmental protection and regulatory compliance issues affect many individual aspects of
the ANS design, including the design of waste, effluent, and monitoring systems. Means have been
developed to track those requirements and ensure their implementation in ali relevant system
designs.

_

4.5 CONS'TRAIN'_
_S
_-

One of the major constraints placed on the design is that only proved technology ts relied
upon to meet the minimum project objectives. Technology need not have been proved in the
specific application as long as there is no significant risk connected with its use in the ANS
application. Development of new approaches and techniques is not discouraged (especially in
terms of enhancements of performance beyond the minimum objectives). However, until such new
approaches are considered well proven, the design must not rely on them to meet minimum
objectives.
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Constraints also are imposed by the regulatory system for reactor design, construction, and
operation. In many cases, DOE or NRC standards prescribe specific design approaches.
Compliance with specific regulatory requirements is addressed in the individual SDDs.
A number of constraints are placed on the site selection process. In addition to the obvious
requirements that a site offer adequate space, geology, access, and services, the site must allow
the development of control zones (e.g., exclusion area and low population zone) with reasonable
demographics. The application of these constraints to the selection of the candidate site on the
Oak Ridge Reservation is described in the site evaluation report, ORNLfI2d-11419. ts
A number of factors impose constraints on the physical arrangement of the facility. The
overall zoning approach for security and contamination control dictates which side of the facility
certain operations must be located on. Elevation differences in cooling system components,
necessary to create effective natural circulation decay heat removal modes of operation, result in
constraints on the location of components and piping in those systems. Neutron be m transport
limitations impose constraints on the physical arrangement of the beams, guides, and instruments.
The layout-of the beams and instruments defines the basic arrangement of the site, including the
diameter of the containment, and the general arrangement of the reactor building and guide hall.
4.6 IWrERFA_

:

The ANS will be the major national facility for neutron scattering; users will come from
universities and industries across the country. The result is a major interface between the ANS
itself and the research community throughout the nation. As is the case with the present neutron
scattering facilities, the effective use of the ANS depends on the availability of trained users. This,
in turn, establishes key interfaces between the ANS and the universities that train potential future
users. In Europe, the su_
of facilities such as the ILl., is greatly influenced by strong programs
at universities, including the effective use of university research reactors (such as the Berlin
reactor or the new reactor proposed for the Technical University of Munich). With a few
exceptions (most notably the Missouri University Research Reactor), many of the U.S. research
reactors are not used effectively to train physicists in the applications of neutron research.
Promoting the development of scientific resources in the United States is as important to the
nation as the actual construction of the ANS.
Many interfaces exgst between the ANS and other facilities on the Oak Ridge Reservation.
They begin with the site planning considerations taken into account in selecting the candidate site
on the Reservation. These considerations include access (including existing and modified roads)
and the relationship of the ANS to adjacent facilities or operations. A key physical interface exists
between the ANS candidate site and the development of waste storage facilities just west of the
ANS. Handled properly, this interface can be a desirable one that minimizes the impact of
transportation of waste between the ANS and the storage facilities.
The ANS uses utility services available on the reservation. They include electrical power,
potable water, steam, and a central sewage collection and treatment system. The capacities of
these systems have been checked to ensure that adequate services are available for operation of
the ANS. Similar interfaces exist between the ANS and the Reservation waste collection,
packaging, and storage systems. Personnel from waste operations have participated in the design
of the ANS waste systems to ensure that the ANS and the other facilities can operate as a
coherent unit. The ANS will affect various environmental permits, many of which are written to
cover the Reservation as a whole. Again, the personnel responsible for maintaining these permits
are participating in the development of permit plans for the ANS to ensure overall compatibility.
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Other interfaces between the ANS and existing ORNL divisions center around support staff
and supporting facilities such as maintenance and receiving. The ANS is designed to provide those
facilities, and only those facilities (including maintenance shops and staff), that are necessary for
effective operation. However, infrequent major maintenance activities can require considerable
increases in staff and the use of additional facilities. Decisions on which maintenance facilities to
include in the ANS project, and when to rely on existing ORNL facilities, were made together
with management of the ORNL maintenance organizations. Similar interfaces exist with respect to
security (the ANS has a dedicated security staff for normal operations, but relies on a central
response team to support the local staff under major intrusion scenarios); technology support
(obtaining additional technical resources from the central Engineering organization and key
ORNL Divisions); health physics; instrumentation and controls; and a number of other technical
support groups.

5. ASSF_XSMF3qTS

5.1 SAFF..'rYANALYSIS
The basis for the safety of the ANS at this stage of design is structured to the outline used by
the NRC to evaluate the safety of licensed reactors. Much of this effort covers reactor safety, but
auxiliarysystem safety is also included. The approaches to reactor and auxiliary system safety
become part of the design basis and requirements established for each system. Specific systems
that are greatly affected by the safety analysis include the reactor system, the reactor
instrumentation and control system, the refueling system, and the reactor cooling and containment
systems. The systematic classification of ali systems and hardware, using the reactor and
nonreaetor safety classes defined in the Plant Design Requirements, 16establishes specific
requirements for the design and analysis of systems and components using a graded approach that
reflects the importance of that system to safety.
The safety analysis is supported by individual probabilistic risk assessments and severe
accident analyses. These also enter the design basis; for example, the design conditions for the
containment system were established by performing analyses of a range of severe accident
scenarios. Probabilistic analyses in the conceptual design phase were either of a general and often
qualitative form or were oriented toward specific issues. Many design features, such as the
independence of the primary and secondary shutdown rod assemblies, were influenced by the
general risk assessments. Examples of specific, targeted numerical calculations are the reliability
evaluations performed to assess whether containment performance goals are being met or
calculations used to determine the number of parallel operating cooling system loops needed to
meet core damage goals.
5.2 ENVIROn'AL

ANALYSIS

The collection of background data and preliminary evaluations of the environmental impact
of the ANS project are documented in ORNL/TM-12069, Phase I Environmental Report for the
Advanced Neutron Source at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. _7This document will be used by the
DOE contractor selected to write the Environmental Impact Statement for the project. The
Phase I environmental report is tailored to providing the data and analyses needed to meet the
requirements of the NEPA process. Additional data, including detailed design information, must
be supplied as part of the license submittal for NRC-licensed reactors. This information will be
assembled into a Phase II environmental report to be written later in the detailed design phase.
The results of the environmental report influence the design basis for the ANS in much the
same way as the evaluations described in the safety analysis reports. Systems particularly affected
include the plant waste systems, land improvements (in terms of site drainage and impact on the
local environment), ventilation systems (in terms of airborne releases), and plant instrumentation
(monitoring) systems.
The formal completion of the NEPA procezs, leading up to the record of decision, also
influences the selection of alternatives for the ANS, including the final site selection process.
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5.30U_

ASSURANOE

The overall quality assurance program for tbe ANS Project is described in the Quality
Assurance Plan (ORNI.Zl_-11446/R1). Is The plan describes the general framework for ensuring
quality in the design, development, procurement, fabrication, comtruction, inspection, installation,
operation, and maintenance of the ANS facilities and systems. A graded approach to the
implementation of the program places special emphasis on those safety-related structures, systems,
and components identified in the principal design documents. An ANS Project Procedures
Manual holds the specific procedures that implement the features of the plan.
A system of quality levels is defined in Chap. 7 of the Plant Design Requirements. Those
quality levels are correlated to the safety classifications and form the basis for assigning graded
levels of quality assurance activities to ANS structures, systems, and components. The highest
quality level, including the reactor safety-related systems, implements the basic and supplemental
requirements of NQA-1, the nonmandatory appendices of NQA-1, and the requirements of
NQA-2. The second level implements the basic requirements of NQA-1 and NQA-2. The lowest
quality level implements standard commercial practices, as documented in the industry codes and
standards.

5.4 SEI_CTION AND CHARA_TION

OF THE CANDIDATE SITE

The process used to identify and evaluate potential sites for the ANS on the Oak Ridge
Reservation is described in the Oak Ridge Reservation Site Evaluation Report for the Advanced
Neutron Source (OR_-11419).
_5This evaluation was limited to sites on the Oak Ridge
Reservation. Surveys made of the candidate site during the evaluation process included surveys
for wetlands, rare plant and animal species, historical or archeological artifacts, activities that
could have resulted in prior contamination of the candidate site, and others documented in the
evaluation report. A smaU area (less than 10 acres) on the perimeter of the candidate site has
been classified as wetlands by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; indications are that
accommodating those wetlands will be relatively straightforward.No significant problems are
anticipated at the candidate site.
Once the candidate site was selected, a preliminary geological characterization was
undertaken to assess whether any unanticipated subsurface features could adversely affect the use
of the site. This characterization was based on five soil and rock cores and four additional soil
samples. The results of this survey suggest that the candidate site has appropriate characteristics
for the construction of the ANS. Top of rock throughout the candidate site was mapped using
seismic refraction techniques, as documented in Seismic Refraction Study of the ANS Preferred Site
(OR NI./rM-11998). _9This mapping, along with the data from the nine preliminary borings, was
used to plan the arrangem_,ntof the buildings on the candidate site in the conceptual design.
Additional characterization activities will be conducted during later project phases, as outlined in
a draft site characterization plan. A package of ali known geological data relevant to Melton
Valley was assembled to support the specific characterization results available to date.
Several surveys were undertaken to develop the optimal arrangement of buildings and other
structures on the candidate site. These include an analysis of a candidate site on the Oak Ridge
Reservation, which identified many of the surface features of the site. More detailed evaluations
were performed by the architects during the conceptual design, including the construction of a
cork topographical model of the candidate site and the preparation of cut-and-fill diagrams. These
types of activities will continue throughout conceptual design.

6. MErHOD

OF ACCOMPLISHMENT,

ROLES, AND RESPONSIBILrrw_,S

The responsibilities and duties of ali project participants are discussed in the following
sections. The management organizational structure for ali participants, in,_',ludingmajor
subcontractors, is shown in Fig. 6.1.
6.1 DEPARTMENT

OF ENERGY

DOE will furnish overall project management and review, will approve ali documents
submitted for DOE approval, and will administer ali prime contracts. DOE,OR will provide the
primary interface with DOF_asic Energy Sciences_DOE/NE, and ali other federal agencies.
DOE-OR will contract some of the work on ANS (e.g., the preparation of the environmental
impact statement) to organizations other than Energy Systems/ORNL
The DOE/ANS Project Office organization is shown in Fig. 6.2. The DOE/ANS Project
Office will serve n,..the primary interface with DOE/Headquarters and Energy Systems/ORNL on
all matters concerning the ANS.
&2 ENERGY SYSTEMS/ORNL
=

Energy Systems/ORNL under prime contract to DOE, has overall respon.sibility for the
planning, execution, and control of ali work on the ANS Project except that work specifically
excluded by DOE. This responsibility includes work performed by Energy Sy_aems/ORNL and that
performed by major subcontractors [the integrating contractor (IC), A/E, reactor manufacturer
(RM), and construction manager (CM)] and other subcontractors selected for work on the ANS.
The Energy Systems/ORNL ANS Project organizational structure is shown in Fig. 6.3. This
chart depicts the project organization, including the key management assignments and lines of
responsibility.

6.3 ANS PROJECT

=

The ANS Project, under the assigned ANS Project director, is responsibk; for overall project
management, quality assurance, and technical oversight; conduct of related research and
development; design and implementation of the experiment systems; overall inttegration of safety
analyses and release of safe i_ya.nalysksreports; support and integration of operation.related
activities; direction and _nanagement of specialized procurements; and overall direction of the
work performed by the p,roject's major subcontractors. The ANS Project direcl_oralt,o is
responsible for the initial release of all baseline documents. Responsibilities fbr changes to
basel
ineddocumentsaredelegated
inaccordance
withprovisions
defined
ina (_onfiguration
managementplan.

:

6.3.1 Project _t,

_ty

Assurance, and Tcchaical Occnrzight

=

The ANS Pro_ect wfll plan, execute, and control the overall project management work
assigned to the project. Quality assurance management and control are ai_o directed and
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coordinated by the ANS Project, along with technical oversight support at the overall ANS
Project level and support for the IC.
6.3.2 Reseatreh and Development
The ANS Project, through ORNL, will conduct R&D programs necessary to support the
ANS Project design and safety analyses. Direction for ali the activities supporting or requiring
interface with the ANS design/construction project will come from the IC.
6.3.3 Ea_riment

Systems

The ANS Project will have lead responsibility for the design of the experiment systems and
for the procurement of the associated specialized equipment. This will be a coordinated effort
between ORNL and Brookhaven National Laboratory,which have significant current technical
and scientific expertise in the design of neutron research equipment. Direction for ali the
activities supporting or requiring interface with the ANS design/construction project will come
from the IC.
6.3.4 Safety Analysis and Reports
The ANS Project will have lead responsibility for conducting safety analyses and issuing
appropriate safety analysis reports. Integrated input from the project design and construction team
will come from the IC.
6.3.5 Operations
The ANS Project will have lead responsibility for the elements of the project related to
operations. The ORNL Research Reactors Division will provide support and input to this work
with a focus on training, operations, maintenance, technical and administrative operations,
simulator training, and development of plant operating procedures. Direction of ali the activities
supporting or requiring interface with the ANS design/construction project will come from the IC.
6.3.6 Procurement
The ANS Project will be responsible for procuringali elements associated with the R&D
program, specialized equipment for the reactor and experiment systems, specifically identified
long-lead-time items or components with specific early design interfaces, and other specialized
elements.

6.4 MAIOR SUBCONTRACq_RS
The major subcontractors involved in the design and management of the A.NS Project will
provide specific specialized experience. They are assigned roles and responsibilities as outlined in
the following sections. Specific details governing these subcontracts are contained in the
statements of work for each selected contractor. Energy Systems is responsible for procuring a
design and construction team through a single solicitation for project integration, A/E, and RM
services and a subsequent solicitation for a construction management firm.
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6.4.1 Integrating Contractor
The lC will be a commercial nuclear firm with experience in licensing, managing, and
ctx_rdinating large, complex nuclear reactor projects. This firm will be respomible for overall
design/construction project integration and will provide direction to designated subcontractors and
to Energy Systems/ORNL-retained elements supporting design and construction of the facilities.
The IC subcontract includes specific technical direction of a qualified nuclear A/E and a qualified
nuclear RM. The statement of work for the IC also clearly delineates specific responsibilities
related to acquiring the services of a qualified CM at an appropriate time and directing and
integrating the CM activities.
6.4.1.1 Architect-Engineer
The A/E will be a commercial nuclear firm with experience in nuclear facility design and with
the necessary specialized technical expertise. This firm will be responsible for the design of the
site and buildings and ali plant systems except the reactor and experiment systems. Technical
direction of the A/E will come from the IC.
6.4.1.2 Reactor Manufacturer
The RM will be a commercial nuclear finn with experience in the design and supply of
reactor components. Particular emphasis is placed on experience relevant to the ANS mission and
reactor systems design needs. This firm has lead responsibility for the design of the reactor
systems. However, most of the reactor core and its control systems design will be developed
through the efforts of ORNL and Idaho Nuclear Engineering Laboratory, which have expertise in
the design of high-flux research reactor cores. The RM will be responsible for finalizing the
ORNL and INEL design concepts and the specialized reactor components. Direction of tile RM
will come from the IC. Energy Systems will have lead responsibility for procuring specialized
reactor system components.
6.4.1.3 Comtruction Management F'mm
"lhc CM will be a commercial nuclear firv "Mthexpertise in the construction of nuclear
facilities. This firm's initial role will be to pei-form eonstructibility reviews of the design as it is
developed. Later, the CM will be responsible for ali comtruction and for equipment procurement
other than specifically selected safety-related equipment, long-lead items, selected equipment
requiring supplier information to complete the design adequately, and specialized items from the
experiment and reactor systems. Technical direction for the CM will come from the IC.

7. PROJECT SCHEDULE

The ANS Project schedule was developed from input from ali project participants. The
schedule relates in time the start and finish of ali essential project components. The schedule
comprises about 5200 detailed activities that include research, development, engineering,
procurement, construction, testing, startup, and operations. The WBS employed is a
comprehensive delineation of ali major tasks by system, building, component, and level of effort.
The overall project duration is 9 years from the start of Title I design in FY 1994 through
completion of low-power reactor tests that conclude in FY 2002.
7.1 GENERAL
The project WBS is shown in Fig. 1.1. The project summary schedule at the second level
WBS is shown in Fig. 7.1. The major milestone dates reflected in the schedule are as follows:
Start Title I
Start Title II
Start construction
Start reactor building foundation
Start mechanical installation
Mechanical construction complete
Load core
Project complete

October 1993
March 1995
December 1996
June 1997
October 1997
December 2000
November 2001
September 2002

The schedule detail forms the basis for cost distributions. The schedule is based on the
assumption that project phases will be contiguous and that sufficient funds will be available to
support each phase. The project is planned as an FY 1994 line item project for Title I design only
and an FY 1995 line item project for Title II design and construction. That schedule will allow
completion of the project by FY 2002.
7.2 CRFrICAL PATH
The critical path of the project is shown in Fig. 7.2. The critical path begins with the site
characterization and the definition of criteria for seismic and severe environmental phenomena in
WBS 1.5.1. lt progresses through tl__ design of the interior concrete of the reactor building in
WBS 1.5.2, the concrete construction package, construction of interior concrete of the reactor
building, installation of the reactor and components, the reactor coolant system cold hydrostatic
tests, the hot function testing, and a DOE criticality readiness review, and concludes with the
power ascension testing.
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8. SUMMARY

OF THE COST _TE

8.1 SIYMMARY ESTIMATE--TOTAL PRO3ECT COST
The total project cost of the ANS Project is made up of three separate estimates. The line
item or total-estimated-cost estimate is contained in a cost and schedule document. The operating
expense and capital equipment estimates make up the balance of the total project cost. Table 8.1
summarizes the estimate in escalated dollars, rounded to the nearest $10,000.

v
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Table 8.1. ANS total project cost in escalated dollars
i

ii iii,

.

WBS

i my ii

i .

,

,

-

i

.m,

-

Cost ($K)

--

li,

Line Item
WBS 1.1 Research and Development

$44,210

WBS 1.2 Project Support

256,670

WBS 1.3 Reactor Systems

164,040

WBS 1.4 Experiment Systems

263,280

WBS 1.5 Site and Building

563,400

WBS 1.6 Plant Systems

905,360

WBS 1.7 Operation

11,980

WBS 1.8 DOE Support

10,280

Total estimated costs

2,219,220

Operating expense

550,000

Capital equipment

.! 1,270

Total project cost

2,780,490

Table 8.2 contains line item cost information in the data sheet format organized by
participant.
8.2 COST AND FUNDING PLAN
The summary financial schedule for the project in thousands of dollars (escalated to year
spent and rounded to the nearest $10,000) is shown in Table 8.3. Detailed funding breakdowns of
the capital equipment, line item, and operating expense portion of the total project are provided
in a cost and schedule document. The rationale for the obligation profile for line item funding is
also contained in that document. Expense and capital equipment dollars are obligated in the year
costed.

ThispagewasrevisedAugust31, 1992.
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Table 8.3. ANS cost and funding plan in escalated dollars
--.-

,,,

i

"

-

-=

FY

.

ill

i

i

Obligation
($K)

i

i

,ill

Annual cost
($K)

i

_.

i

.

i

Expense
($K)

_I

Capital cqpt.
($K),

$ 43,170

$ 43,170

F3/' 1995

88,610

61,030

24,221

3,850

FY 1996

168,530

112,670

31,637

2,150

FY 1997

359,470

245,890

42,320

2,300

FY 1998

600,240

516,480

66,250

7.90

FY 1999

609,050

725,220

48,800

0

FY 2000

289,860

434,570

66,600

0

FY 2001

48,670

62,710

103,934

0

FY 2002

11,520

17,470

152,471

0

549,990

11,270 ___

Total
i i iii i

.

i

2,219,220
. _l. [ .

-

2,219,220

$13,760

i

FY 1994

_

g3

i

,

.

i1[ i

$ 2,180

BASIS FOR 'H-IEESTIMATE

The following assumptions define the methodology used to develop the cost for this project.
The ANS will use the same codes, equipment types, manufact,_rers, design, and construction skills
as the commercial nuclear power industry. The techniques and information used for the
production of this estimate draw upon the experience and background of the cost engineers and
of estimators knowledgeable about the construction of large nuclear construction projects.
The estimate is based on the following assumptions:
1. The overall ANS Project schedule and sequence is as described in this document, and DOE
will provide the neccuary funding to support this schedule.
2. Base costs are in third.quarter FY 1992 dollars.
3. Escalation is based on February 1992 updated rates furnished by DOE.
4o An adequate supply of tkiiled and unskilled labor exists in the Oak Ridge area.
5. A standard 40-1_ourwork week with occasional overtime only is assumed for the duration of
the pro}ect.
6. Connstru_tioncontracts will be fixed price and wiUbe based on a competitive bid.
7. Engiaeered equipment procured by Energy Systems or the CM will be competitb,,ely bid.
& Bulk oonstruction materials will be furnished by the iast_Uing ccontr_ton.
9. The. state and local tale, taxes of 8.2.5% have been applied to all comtruction material.
10. The,tc costs arc consistent with the plan for.the application of SI units in the ANS project.
11. The initial heavy water inventory will be suppl_ed by DOE. The $127.7 million approximate
ov6t for _ iavcnwry is considered to be government.furnished material and is not included
m thc estimate.

Thispal_ wa_reviuglAugue,
t 31, 1992.
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8.4
8.3.1 F_.nginccringEstimate
The project cost estimate includes costs for Energy Systems, the lC, the A/E, and the RM for
Title I, II, and III oversight activities. Estimates were provided by each participant and are based
on the following assumptions:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Construction drawingswill provide the amount of detail customary for nuclear power
facilities, which has proved to be adequate when used by competent construction contractors.
For example, detailed dimensioning and routing of small pipe, tubing, conduit, or cable will
be the responsibility of the installing contractor; general guidelines will be provided by the
A/E.
Specifications for procuring equipment and materials will be based on standard commercial
specifications in the nuclear power industry. Quality requirements will use recognized nuclear
industry standards. The intent is to acquire proven commercial equipment and avoid custom
designs wherever possible.
Drawings, specifications, reports, and other deliverables submitted for review and approval
will be reviewed and approved within the time specified in the project schedule. Secondary
reviews of already approved deliverables are not included in this estimate.
Planning, scheduling, and budgeting of activities in support of the design are the
responsibility of and under the control of the IC and Energy Systems.

The labor estimates for each project participant were developed based on the est/mated
numbers of drawings, specifications, construction packages, and studies and the anticipated staffing
requirements for management and supervisory personnel. Base labor rates were developed for the
ARE.,the RM, and the IC which included other expenses such as travel, computer-assisted drafting
machines, reproduction services, computers, subsistence, relocation, and similar costs. 'These costs
were estimated based on past project experience. Base labor rates for Energy Systems participants
and subcontractors are based on approved labor rates and other expenses issued by Engineering
Resource Management.
8.3.2 ConsuucCion Estimate
The constructionestimateLsbasedon the drawings,data flies, systemdesigns,equipment
supplierbudget estimates,physicalquantitytakeoffs,engineeringjudgement, estimator's
judgement, past project history, industry averages, Energy Systems input, HFIR experience, and
similar sources. Physical quantities were developed by detailed takeof_ from the approximately
170 facility and system drawings produced during the conceptual design. These include equipment
drawings, architectural and structural drawings, facility layout and arrangement drawings, piping
drawings, fluid system diagrams, raceway drawings, landscaping and grading drawings, and
engineering sketches. In addition, Energy Systems has produced approximately 230 drawings of
the reactor, experiments, refueling equipment, beam tubes, thimbles, instrumentation and control
architecture, and similar data for the facility and systems. For systems or structures where no
drawings or sketches were available, quantities were developed using a variety of methods. These
included referencing the system design descriptions and engineering calculations, square foot
estimating techniques, rough design development in conjunction with design engineering,
application of historical standards, and comparison with similar systems or structures from
previously desired projects.
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-----

8.5

:

Quantities were summarized on bills of material to which estimators specializing in the
various disciplines applied material costs and unit installation rates. Material costs are based on
current vendor quotations and consultations, cost data established for similaritems on recent
projects, and nationally recognized publications such as KS. Means Construction Cost Data 2° and
Richardson 's Construction Estimating Standardso2_Unit installation rates are based on vendor data,
in-house data, industry standards for similar work, estimator experience, and nationally recognized
publications.
Completed bills of material were reviewed with the responsible design engineers to ensure
that the estimator had considered the proper materials, sizes, and other variables during the bill of
material development process. Adjustments were made for unknowns based on the judgement of
the engineer and the estimator.
Workhour estimates were prepared for the major participants, including the CM and Energy
Systems shops and field support. The cost associated with DOE participation in the ANS was
provided by DOE.
8.3.3 Contingency

o
"
:

Contingency has been included in this project to cover costs that may result from incomplete
design, unforeseen and unpredictable conditions, or uncertainties within the defined scope. A
contingency analysis was conducted in accordance with DOE's Cost Estimating Guide for
Application of Contingency _ dated June 1985. An evaluation was performed to determine the
upper and lower deviations from a midrange contingency, of 20%. Using this range, a statistical
program was run to establish confidence limits for the range. The percent contingency was
selected for each system given a 50% probability that the actual cost would not exceed the
estimate. Table 8.4 identifies the average contingency by level 2 WBS.
8.3.4 Es_ation

:
:

Published DOE escalation rates were updated to provide information on construction
projects beyond FY 1993 and were used for ANS. The ANS estimate is based on tL'Y1992 thirdquarter costs and then escalated over the duration of the activity based on the project schedule.
The approved escalation rates are 2.1% for FY 1992; 3.4% for FY 1993; 4.3% for FY 1994; 4.5%
for FY 1995; 4.7% for FY 1996; 4.8% for FY 1998; 4.9% for FY 1999; and 5.0% for FY 2000
and beyond.
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Table 8.4. Average contingency for ANS by WBS and fund sourt.
WBS
Line item
WBS 1.1 Research and Development
WBS 1.2 Project Support
WBS 1.3 Reactor Systems
WBS 1.4 Experiment Systems
WBS 1.5 Site and Building
WBS 1.6 Plant Systems
WBS 1.7 Operation
WBS 1.8 DOE Support
Average contingency

% Contingency

% 19.8
20.6
24.6
22.1
19.5
20.4
20.0
5.0
% 20.6

Expense
Average contingency

% 14.5

Capital equipment
Average contingency

_=_

% 15.6
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