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ABSTRACT

Since no population-based data system existed for cancer, the
epidemiology of this group of diseases remain largely unknown, and
information was obtainable only from indirect sources such as
admissions and death due to different causes in hospitals, and
medically certified deaths. For formulation of a preventive
programme, reliable data is an important requisite. Therefore in
1987, the Ministry of Health started the National Cancer Registry.

This paper outlines the salient findings on cases reported to
the registry in the first year of full implementation,1989.

Besides the description of the 1,310 cancer cases, the paper
also gives some background information on the other sources of
cancer data (hospital data, medically certified deaths and a pilot
study conducted by the Ministry of Health in 1982). It also gives
a brief account of the current prevention activities being carried
out and some of the problems in cancer prevention.

The 1,410 cases reported to the National Cancer Registry in
1989 are analyzed by pertinent epidemiological variables including
age, sex, ethnic groups, anatomical sites of the cancer and the
stage of the disease at diagnosis. Due to incomplete reporting and
great variation in terms of centres reporting to the Registry,
analysis by region was not carried out. Since the analysis, this
shortcoming has been corrected, and the reporting rate is steadily
improving.

In essence, the data supports other observations made from
other sources of data, i.e. hospital data and the pilot study of
1982.

The leading cancers in Malaysia are those of the
trachea/bronchus/lungs, cervix, breast and nasopharynx which
together account for about 50% of all cases. There is a slight
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