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Issues on non-proliferation of mass demolition weapons are of special importance for people of Kazakstan. The
whole damage brought to nature and people's health by nuclear tests at the Semipalatinsk test site (STS) is not revealed
yet. Kazakstan contributed much to the matter of nuclear disarmament. More than six years ago for the first time in the
world by RK President's resolution an operating nuclear test site was closed. Kazakstan was the first to fulfill
obligations in accordance with Lisbon protocol. Kazakstan liquidated the fourth nuclear potential, in the world. It's time
to undertake further steps in the field of non-proliferation. One of such steps is the creation of a ZFNW in the Central
Asia.

The idea of ZFNW creation is being acknowledged more and more during last 30 years. All the four present
zones include more than 100 countries. If the Antarctic Region is taken into account the zones cover more than 50% of
dry land.

Regional ZFNWs attract attention as a means of reflecting and rewarding general values in the sphere of nuclear
disarmament and armament control. Such zones help to narrow geographical sphere of military nuclear activity and to
strengthen non-proliferation regime. The importance of ZFNW in the process of strengthening global and regional peace
and safety is confirmed by the documents of Conference for countries joined the Agreement on Non-proliferation (AN)
of 1995 and the first meeting of the Organizing Committee for Conference of 2000.

The initiative of Central Asian countries reflected in Almaty declaration of February 28, 1997 on creation a
ZFNW in the region has become a step to strengthening the non-proliferation regime. It can become the next
contributive step to providing with total safety after Central Asian Countries' joining the AN and removing nuclear
weapons from Kazakstan.

The experience of the present zones shows that their creation needs careful work. In 1975 UNO General
Assembly determined the following principles according to which the countries should create a zone:

• the agreement conditions for zone creating should effectively provide with the absence of any military activity of
the nuclear sphere; i

• zone creation should be performed on the voluntary basis and countries of the region should do it themselves;

• the support of nuclear countries and of all the countries in the world will contribute to the importance of the zone
created;

• agreement conditions should include the clauses of effective verification system providing with the performing all
the clauses;

• the agreement should contribute to the economical, scientific and technological development of the zone
countries in the field of peaceful use of nuclear energy;

• the agreement concerning the zone should be permanent.

When ZFNWs are created in the region it's important to follow these principles and have the future agreement
coordinated with all the existing international agreements.

The work performed at present shows that many countries of the world (nuclear ones included) approve of the
idea to create such a zone in the Central Asia. At the same time it's evident that there is a necessity to extend the
participants' quantity. We believe that in the future agreement there should be an invitation for other neighboring
countries to cooperate in the field of peaceful nuclear energy use. Due to the certain circumstances it's possible to
foresee difficulties in the process of determining geographical zone borders. This problem should be solved before a
corresponding agreement is worked out.

Nuclear tests conducted during many years at the STS make the project of creating Central Asia Zone unique. In
connection with this it seems expedient to accept an ecological protocol for attracting world community's attention to
the environmental problems, caused by the nuclear programs' fulfilling at the STS and other places. At this protocol it's
possible to stipulate the clauses of cooperation suggestions in the sphere of test site conversion, of abolishing the nuclear
tests sequences and solving the problems, concerning uranium extraction and radioactive waste storage.
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