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We report on a comprehensive set of measurements of the in-plane and out-of-plane
magnetoresistance (MR) in the normal state of optimally and overdoped
Bi2Sr2CaCu208+^ single crystals. Both the transverse (B±f) and the longitudinal (5||/) in-
plane MR are positive and originate from the suppression of superconducting
fluctuations by the magnetic field with an additional contribution from the cyclotronic
motion of the carriers in the former case. The longitudinal out-of-plane MR is negative
at all temperatures and magnetic fields, supporting the model of a reduction of the
quasiparticle density-of-states due to condensation into superconducting fluctuations.
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The normal-state resistivity and Hall effect of oxygen-depleted YBa2Cu306+x thin
films are analyzed in the framework of the Nearly Antiferromagnetic Fermi Liquid
(NAFL) approach. In this senario, the opening of the pseudc—gap at a temperature
f>.Ti in underdoped HTSC's is contributed to spin fluctuations. This theory,
originally developed to explain NMR data on HTSC's, recently has been extended to
the description of the electronic normal-state transport properties. The specific
predictions for the resistivity and the Hall effect as a function of temperature are
compared with experimental results.
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