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ITER EXHIBIT AT THE AUSTRIA CENTRE, VIENNA
by Drs. F. Casci and W. Spears, ITER Garching JWS

The IAEA Secretariat, on the occasion of the 42nd General Conference of the IAEA from 21
September 1998, arranged for the display of an exhibit featuring ITER.

st to 25th

It was decided to incorporate the ITER model, special displays on ITER Machine Parameters and R&D,
especially on the large projects, and other material from the well-travelled "Fusion Expo", which provided the
background to the project, and fusion in general, in the world energy development scene. The exhibit was
augmented with a computer displaying the "Fusion CD" produced by CRPP Lausanne, as well as a video
comer which was used to display the JET "Energy for the Next Millennium" and ITER assembly sequence
video. Thanks are due to the dedication of E. Mayer of Max Planck IPP, who ferried and setup the model and
display material from the SOFT conference in Marseilles to Vienna, and to H. Desmedt of CEC-DGXII who
helped in the set-up, all was ready early Monday morning in time for the 1st plenary meeting of the
Conference. The exhibit was alongside others on nuclear medicine and human health , and presentations
from the Agency's Personnel and Information Services.

The exhibit was helped by its location: directly adjacent to the main conference cafeteria, next to the
mailboxes and copy distribution point, and in the area where mobile telephones obtained the best reception.
Initial interest in the exhibit was light due to the distraction of the opening session of the conference, with its
controversies about the debate on nuclear testing in the Indian subcontinent, but after an extensive leafletting
campaign, interest increased as the conference went on.

The Conference attendees were largely ambassador-level members of the 128 nations involved. The
clientele visiting the exhibit ranged from the developing countries interested in understanding fusion's place in
the world energy scene more in its educational sense, to the developed countries participating directly in
ITER through the partnership. Many attendees had a background in fission reactors, or represented
countries contributing in some way to the fission nuclear fuel cycle, so a particular focus of interest was in
understanding the differences between fusion and fission. A few visitors, however, were relatively well-
informed about ITER and fusion, and wanted rather to know what progress had been made in siting and
funding the construction, to which questions we tried to be as encouraging as possible. Leaflets and
handouts on ITER and its current progress, the Fusion Expo, JET and general public information on fusion
were also made available and enjoyed great popularity.

At the ITER Exhibit. From the left: M. Ryzhov, RF Governor to the IAEA; E. Adamov, RF Minister
of Atomic Energy; W. Spears and F. Casci, Co-Authors of the Article



During the Conference, the US was able
to sign an agreement on extension, which
was understood at the time by the
authors and others at the exhibit to
complete the Parties' signature round and
to allow all those associated with ITER
inside and outside the project to breath a
temporary sigh of relief (for details see
lead article in this issue). The
announcement of this signature
stimulated more interest amongst the
Conference delegates and Secretary of
Energy Richardson visited the exhibit
immediately after the signature. Of
course, senior delegates of the other
main Parties of ITER, among others, also
visited the exhibition.

Considering the weighty matters under
discussion in the General Conference,
the exhibit was well attended, and
considerable interest and enthusiasm for
all our efforts were shown by the visitors.
It was surprising and thought provoking to
see the interest from countries not known
for their previous involvement in ITER, in

particular those in Africa and South America, showing a breadth of interest from all parts of the world in the
potential of fusion as a future energy source, and the wish for those more directly involved to pursue its
development, also to secure their futures.

Last but not least, we would like to thank Mr. L. Kardos of the IAEA Conference Services Section for his
valuable help in getting the exhibit installed at the Vienna Austria Center, as well as the ITER Office Vienna
for the logistics.

US Secretary of Energy W. Richardson with W. Spears
and F. Casci at the Exhibition

ALEXANDER V. KASHIRSKI
in memoriam

Alexander Vasilievich Kashirski, Senior Researcher
of the Institute of Nuclear Fusion at the Russian
Research Center "Kurchatov Institute", seconded to
the ITER Joint Central Team in 1994, passed away
on 29 September in San Diego, California, after
fighting a severe illness. The following is the note by
the ITER Director on this very sad occasion:

It is with deep sorrow that I am conveying to you
the sad news that one of our colleagues, Alexander
Kashirski, has passed away this morning. Alexander
arrived at the ITER San Diego Joint Work Site in
March 1994 and made great contributions to the
ITER Project in his position in the Safety Division.
He was a valued colleague who will be sadly missed.
Our deepest sympathy goes to his family.

Robert Aymar

Undoubtedly, the feelings of all of Alexander's colleagues at the Joint Central Team, in
Moscow and elsewhere, are clearly expressed in this Note.


