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The obsidian has been a great usefulness for the study of social and technological
development in different societies that cohabited the Mexican territory. In this case,
the paper that played was very important in different levels, going from daily utili-
zation until the civic-religious practice. Within this framework, the necessity of this
people to obtain this appraised material caused the establishment of trade net-
works that were envisaging routes to great distance. In this manner, if we character-
ize this material, we could determinated his origin or place of exploitation.

Under the premise of the fact that most of the deposits of obsidian present some
homogeneity concerning its chemistry composition of a deposit to another, in a first
stage, the sources of obsidian found in west Mexico were analyzed by neutron activa-
tion (NAA). In the literature data of some of the deposits. Therefore we will have
comparison points and other never have been characterized.

The obtained data bank will serve for the next years to carry out archaeological
projects in Mexico to characterize obsidian samples.

In a second part, there will be carried out some trade or exchange studies of this
material in the South and Coast of Michoacan, where is unknown the origin of obsid-
ians found in different archaeological sites.
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New perspective in Mexico in the characterization of obsidian is now a possibility.
The use of NAA has greatly contributed to archaeological research. Realizing the
importance of obsidian in Mesoamerica and the high concentration of sources, we
were able to study the composition of its trace elements, which offered a great vari-
ability from one source to another.

Following these points, we analyzed 38 obsidian samples by NAA using stan-
dard reference materials and we found 12 elements. These analyses enabled us to
identify the source of each sample. The comparison of ceramics, architecture and old
texts with the analysis of the obsidian confirmed the existence of commercial routes,
and allowed us to infer economic and political aspects in the region of Tierra Caliente,
Michoacan, which is still an unstudied land in western Mexico.

The results revealed the existence of diverse commercial routes during the Clas-
sic (100-850 AD) and Postclassic (900-1524 AD) periods. There existed an important


