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Introduction

The FAO proposal for a long-term Programme for the Control of
African Animal Trypanosomiasis and Related Development was
presented to the World Food Conference in November 1974. A
recommendation was adopted that the programme should be implemented
as a matter of urgency and should receive high priority in the FAO
programme of work and budget. Following recommendations of support
by FAO statutory bodies the preparatory phase, which led to
implementation of a large-scale programme, was launched in 1980.

1. Preparatory Phase (1975-1979)

The objectives of the preparatory phase were to:

(a) establish the necessary technical and administrative
structures at international, regional and national levels;

(b) intensify the training of personnel at all levels;

(c) conduct applied research, surveys and field trials in
order to improve control techniques;

(d) promote research into trypanotolerance and establish
multiplication centres;

(e) assess the socio-economic implications of trypanosomiasis
and its control including land use after tsetse
elimination; and

(f) mobilize the funds and services required to fulfil the
set objectives and formulate plans for control and
development programmes.

The need to include land use planning and area development in
tsetse and trypanosomiasis control programmes was recognized
at an early stage as was the need for monitoring the impact on
the environment.

To achieve the above objectives a number of activities were
implemented, namely:

- Establishment of a Trypanosomiasis Control Unit at FAO

Headquarters as well as administrative structures for the
co-ordination and management of the programme.

Convening o£ seven expert consultations to define a
detailed work plan for the preparatory phase, to review
the genera] problem of human and animal trypanosomiasis,
to determine modalities for implementation of the
programme, to secure the technical data bases concerning
trypanotolerance and African animal trypanosomiasis
including the economic aspects of control.

Holding of three joint FAO/industry task force meetings
to ensure reciprocal technical feedback.
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Fielding of consultancy missions in 27 of the 37 affected
African countries to advise on the establishment of
national control services and to assist in project
formulation. The economic impact of trypanosomiasis on
rural development was also studied in 16 countries.

Implementation of control projects in Mozambique and
Niger and a tsetse distribution survey in Cote d'lvoire,
in collaboration with GTZ.

Initiation of a jointly sponsored tsetse and
trypanosomiasis information service. Reviews of the
current state of knowledge on insecticides, application
equipment and the impact on the environment of tsetse
control operations were also commissioned and published.
A study of the status of trypanotolerant livestock breeds
was carried out in collaboration with the International
Livestock Centre for Africa and the United Nations
Environmental Programme.

Following a consultancy mission for the establishment of
a regional training centre in Eastern Africa/ a project
was initiated in Zambia for training middle-level
personnel. A total of five joint training seminars were
conducted in which 142 personnel of leadership cadre from
both anglophone and francophone countries participated.

A total of US$ 100,000 was allocated to seven African
research institutes and three European based laboratories
to promote and assist research into tsetse ecology,
control by insecticides and the effect on the
environment! arboricides for bush control, insect growth
regulators/ epizootiology of trypanosomiasis in bovines,
ovines and camels, trypanosomiasis diagnostic techniques,
trypanocide pharmacokinetics and trypanotolerance.

Mobilization of resources and services by personal and
consultancy visits to assistance agencies to secure
co-operation and collaboration in programme
implementation.

The Commission on African Animal Trypanosomiasis was
established by the XXth Session of the FAO Conference in
November 1979 and related technical and management services
were consequently strengthened at Headquarters and in the
Regional Office for Africa. To ensure co-ordination of
activities within FAO an Inter-departmental Working Group on
Ecological/Technical Aspects and two Panels of Experts on
development issues of the programme were formed in 1980.

2. Programme Implementation

The XXth Session of the FAO Conference approved plans for the
implementation of the programme which started in 1980 with
multi-disciplinary preparatory assistance missions to assist
governments in the formulation of development projects. FAO
also provided assistance to countries in specific technical
subjects/ some with TCP support. In total 30 countries
received support for project formulation or implementation.
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Only 2 of the 37 infested countries did not avail themselves
of this FAO service.

FAO assistance to date has mainly been concentrated on:

meetings and reports of the Commission of African Animal
Trypanosomiasis and Panels of Experts on development/
ecological/technical and vector control aspects of the
programme. Consultations on the environmental impact of
tsetse and workshops on the breeding and use of
trypanotolerant cattle have also been undertaken;

publication in English and French of a 3 volume Training
Manual on Tsetse Control and a Field Guide for
Trypanosomiasis Control, 11 volumes of the Tsetse and
Trypanosomiasis Information Quarterly, 8 technical
documents and a number of consultants' reports on
selected aspects of trypanosomiasis control and rural
development. A manual for the use of trypanotolerant
livestock is currently in preparation;

training of middle and post-graduate level tsetse control
personnel) bringing the total trained to approximately
500 and 70 respectively from 34 African countries.
Short-term specific training courses or workshops have
been implemented in 11 countries;

research grants amounting to some US? 400,000 on a number
of aspects of tsetse and trypanosomiasis control and
related development, excluding those aimed at promotion
of the Sterile Insect Technique; and

execution of some 31 Project Advisory Groups and
technical assistance missions. Over 40 field projects on
tsetse/trypanosoraiasis control and related development,
including the rearing of trypanotolerant livestock, have
been launched with the support of the UNDP and other UN
institutions, trust funds, mainly with the Government of
Italy, and the FAO/TCP, for a total of approximately US$
25 million. Eight projects amounting to some US$ 9
million have had a regional coverage.

The first Sub-Regional Development Support Unit and a Regional
Project for the Rearing of Trypanotolerant Livestock were
established in 1983 in Burkina Faso. Both are being financed
by the Government of Italy, through the FAO/Government
Co-operative Programme.

Collaboration has been established with the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis in Vienna in order to
apply the models designed by the population supporting
capacity and agro-ecological zones studies, for the
identification of areas for large-scale and long-term
programmes.

In spite of the progress made in implementation of the
programme, some delays in resources flow have been observed.
In general, the development of the programme has been
seriously affected by changes in the international economic
situation. The effects of the rise in oil prices and the
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subsequent world economic recession of debt servicing have
altered the needs and priorities of the African countries.
The funding of field activities has also been affected by new
problems such as drought and rinderpest, the immediate effects
of: which were more obvious and many African countries have
given priority to emergency actions using funds earmarked for
long-term development programmes.

3. Strategy Adjustments

The ultimate goal of effective large-scale tsetse and
Uypanosomiasis eradication can only be achieved over a long
period of time. Consequently, it is essential to keep this
subject under constant review, whilst preparing for
large-scale activities through training, research and pilot
trials.

Initially, the scope of the programme was pan-African, aimed
at involving all the countries affected by tryponosomiasis.
This was in line with the wishes of FAO Member Countries as
expressed in recommendations by FAO governing bodies.
Considering the funds actually available this proved too
ambitious and it was agreed that the programme during the next
few years should be revised to:

focus on priority areas, with good prospects of
attracting funds for integrated control and development
programmes;

- promote simple and low-cost control techniques for areas
where the prospects for limited funding are good;

intensify training activities and allocate funds for
research on subjects of immediate importance to the
control programme; and

- co-operate with research institutes, concerned
organizations and bilateral assistance agencies.

4. Approach to Vector and Disease Control

Trypanosomiasis control; Support will be given to research on
selected subjects, strengthening of veterinary services and
promotion of chemotherapy and chemoprophylaxis, the last
mentioned through training in simple diagnostic techniques and
the strategic use of trypanocides.

Trypanotolerant livestock: Promote the rearing of
trypanotolerant livestock, and, where appropriate, wildlife.

Tsetse control by non-polluting techniques: Assist the
development of insecticide-impregnated traps/screens and
insecticide treated cattle, particularly for control of
savannah tsetse species.

Training, information and research: Preference to be given to
training of national personnel from countries where facilities
and infrastructure exist so that full and immediate use can be
made of the training received. Preparation of training
material, publication of technical documents and dissemination
of information will continue.
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5. Co-ordination and Co-operation with other Institutions

In order to avoid duplication of efforts and to make better
use of available funds and expertise, collaboration will be
strengthened with organizations and research institutes such
as WHO, UNEP, IAEA, ILRAD, ILCA, ICIPE, OAU/IBAR, Desert
Locust Organization and the Onchocerciasis Control Programme.

6. Priority Areas for Integrated Large-scale Control and
Development Programmes

On the basis of available information, the socio-economic
importance and the prospects for funding, and considering the
preliminary conclusions of the study on application of the
agro-ecological zone data to tsetse infested areas, it is
proposed that priority attention for integrated large-scale
control and development programmes be given to:

the Kagera River Basin (Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania and
Uganda) where there is considerable demographic pressure
and need for better utilization of available land. A
number of feasibility studies have been completed for
integrated development and a preliminary project for
tsetse and trypanosomiasis control has been formulated,
with FAO technical assistance, and the preparatory phase
implemented;

the countries covered by the Sub-regional Development
Support Unit in West Africa, with particular reference to
the Onchocerciasis Control Programme areas;

the comon fly-belt in parts of Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi
and Mozambique, particularly in respect of training for
manpower requirements; and

the common fly-belts along the boundaries between Kenya,
Uganda and Tanzania in East Africa and the Niger River
Basin in the west.

?• Preparatory Assistance Missions

Preparatory assistance missions will be continued as
recommended by the Commission on African Animal
Trypanosomiasis. Efforts will be made to carry out more
detailed feasibility studies as well as an economic analysis
of project proposals and to focus on specific areas scheduled
for tsetse control rather than broad national issues.
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