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This paper describes the work undertaken in the Tripartite Enrichment Project carried out
under an Agreement between the IAEA and the Department of External Relations of the
Ministry of the Russian Federation on Atomic Energy, Minatom, and under a Contract
between the IAEA and the China Atomic Energy Authority (CAEA).

In 1993, the Government of the People's Republic of China informed the Agency that China
had decided on a voluntary basis to add the Shaanxi Uranium Enrichment Plant to the list of
eligible facilities under the Voluntary Offer Safeguards Agreement (INFCIRC/369). The
Plant was under construction at the time. After consultations, the Agency selected the
Shaanxi Plant in September of 1997 for the implementation of safeguards.

The Agency realized that the safeguards approach used at gas centrifuge uranium enrichment
facilities in other States would not be fully applicable. Chief among the reasons for this
conclusion were the observations that enrichment plants incorporating Russian gas centrifuges
are designed for a much greater degree of operational flexibility than other plants, and that
travel conditions to the Shaanxi Plant at least at present are not compatible with requirements
for unannounced access at the facility for the performance of unannounced inspections in the
cascade area.

The Tripartite Enrichment Project was conceived as a means to develop a safeguards
approach for any plant equipped with Russian centrifuge technology. The Project was created
through a cooperative arrangement involving specialists from Minatom, CAEA and the IAEA.
It comprised seven tasks, the salient products of which are summarized in the following
paragraphs. Each of the tasks has associated with it a Task Report.

As the work proceeded, progress meetings were held in Vienna, Beijing and Moscow, and
critical discussions were held at the Angarsk Enrichment Plant in the Russian Federation and
at the Shaanxi Enrichment Plant in the People's Republic of China.
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