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ABSTRACT
Paper is a brief report about the recently published CD-ROM intended for (young)
general public. It is describing (almost) all aspects of the radioactive waste management from
description of radioactivity to final solutions in repositories. It was developed with plenty of
animations, music, spoken and written text and video clips.
1

INTRODUCTION

Nuclear Training Centre in Ljubljana is increasingly involved in information activities
about all aspects of nuclear power. Together with the Agency for Radwaste Management it
also covers public relation activities associated with the management of radioactive waste. In
the frame of these activities a CD with short multimedia presentation of radwaste
management has been developed. It was briefly reported already in the paper last year [1].
The main purpose of this multimedia is to present the topic to general public, especially
schoolchildren. This is a short report about our first experience with the development of
multimedia presentations. The whole process was relatively long, almost two years, but the
main reason for that was availability of funds.
2

BASIC DESIGN
The basic messages, the CD is supposed to deliver to the user, are:

þ
þ

Radioactive waste is produced as a byproduct of several beneficial human activities.
Radioactive waste is dangerous, but we can safely handle and store it.

Target audience is younger population that is very familiar with that type of multimedia
technology. Therefore the design must be simple, attractive and easily understandable. The
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way how our messages are delivered must be close to the emotional level of the user, while at
the same time factual data must be accurate and up to date.
We have decided to use a combination of graphical animations, spoken messages,
music, pictures and video clips. The professional company AV studio was engaged as a
subcontractor for implementation part, while the scenario and content was prepared by us.
3

SCENARIO

As a first step we have created the scenario tree. Each element of this scenario tree fully
describes one display of multimedia presentation, which contains basic text, speech,
illustrations, photos, animations and video clips. The scenario tree also indicates all the
interconnections between individual displays.
Main areas covered are the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Civilization and waste
About radioactivity
What is radioactive waste and where is it produced?
What do we do with radioactive waste?
Radioactive waste in Slovenia
Transport of radioactive waste

Each area is at the top of a single branch of the scenario. In the second step for every
display of each branch we have carefully prepared the written and spoken text, selected
pictures, eventual video clips and designed animations.
The studio took over the third development phase: professional designers developed the
graphic layout, while professional drawers created all the foreseen illustrations and
animations. Fourth development phase started with the final setting up of the entire
presentation, in which also speech and music were incorporated, and finished with tedious
final testing to remove all the deficiencies.
Special attention was given to introductory part, which is designed as a
cartoon and where there is no possibility for interactive interference by the user.
The main character is a boy, who was also a main character on information leaflets
of the Agency for Radioactive Waste Management.
During the last development phase the feedback from the target audience was analyzed.
About 40 students and teacher of elementary school were involved. Their feedback was quite
positive.
4

IMPLEMENTATION

Following figures try to give the impression about the final implementation of the CD
ROM. Everything is in Slovenian language, however, translation to any other language is
possible.
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Introductory animation: Main character is
inviting us to the exhibition of different
types of waste.

Introductory animation: Exhibits of industrial
and gaseous waste and noise.

Introductory animation: Radioactive waste
exhibit - invitation to learn more about it

Main menu

Top page about waste in general.

Top page about radioactivity with the video
clip showing ionizing chamber.

Introduction to the description of
radioactive waste

Introduction to the description of different
types of repositories. Lower right part is
animated.
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Introduction to description of radioactive
storage in Slovenia.

Example of a typical page, here with the
basic description of the low-level
radioactive waste repository. Small drawing
top right can be extended…

…by clicking on the button down left.
5
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Introduction to transportation of radioactive
materials.

…to the full screen. Or some more explanation
(more text and more spoken explanation) could
be obtained…

And final page with acknowledgements to all
involved in production.

CONCLUSION

CD-ROM will be freely distributed to young visitors of the Nuclear Information centre
and to anybody else interested. This will be additional method of transmission of our
messages to public and hopefully further contribution to better acceptability and
understanding in the future.
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