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In France, the mining and milling of uranium ore and the disposal of uranium mill tailings involved 
nearly 200 sites of very different nature, located in more than 25 departments. Being in charge of both 
the review of remediation reports concerning the disposals for tailings and the routine monitoring of 
the environment around those sites provides IRSN with selective data on most mining sites. This 
information show that, in a certain number of cases, the past operations were responsible for enhanced 
radiological levels in the surrounding environment which are significant from a measurement point of 
view although they may not be significant in terms of public exposure and risks. 
The data collected by IRSN as well as those available from other data sources often remain too 
incomplete to allow conclusive analyses, therefore preventing IRSN from answering some specific 
questions, such as the anthropogenic or natural origin of radioactivity, as it is part of its core mission. 
In order to overcome this difficulty, it was decided, under the aegis of the Ministry of Ecology and 
Sustainable Development, that IRSN should develop a program of investigations organized in two 
parts: Part 1, called "knowledge assessment" is aimed at assessing the amount of information available 
for all the sites and at consolidating this knowledge into a user-friendly computerized database. The 
main goal is to identify the occurrence of significant enhanced radiological levels in the environment 
and to detect any lack of information concerning the various sites. Part 2, called "specific studies" is 
aimed at fixing the gaps in the database that could be identified during the first part by implementing 
new investigations on specific sites. It could lead to changes in networks for the monitoring of 
radioactivity in the environment, in particular concerning the monitoring devices operated by IRSN, in 
order to improve the representativeness of the measurements. 
 
 
 
 
 


