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The IAEA is currently re-orienting its activities towards the needs of Member States with limited resources.
This includes inter alia (1) the transfer of dedicated technologies; (2) research and development projects
tailored to such countries; and (3) implementing a larger number of Technical Co-operation (TC) projects
and training courses. This is necessary in that many countries have not paid enough attention yet to early
planning for decommissioning or to assuring the needed resources and infrastructure (waste management
options, expertise, funds). The Regional Project for Europe on Support for Decommissioning of Nuclear
Power Plants is one current example. The project emphasis is on elaboration of decommissioning plans by
Member States and review of those plans (or parts thereof, such databases or cost estimates) by the IAEA
experts. A few national TC projects (Lithuania, Slovakia, etc) are also discussed in this paper. Regional or
national workshops/training courses are other useful mechanisms to share state-of-the-art approaches.
The regular programme of the IAEA also takes into account the needs and priorities of countries with
limited resources by elaborating on and disseminating practical guidance on aspects such as organization
and management, stakeholders interactions, socio-economic issues, or decommissioning using constraint
resources. Other tools are the Co-ordinated Research Projects (CRP), which are intended to share
developments between industrialized countries and countries with limited resources. A CRP underway
addresses the decision-making process in either developing or adapting decommissioning technologies.
Through these and other mechanisms the IAEA will further fulfil its role of international forum for sharing of
information, guidance and transfer of technologies and know-how.
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