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CDC posted guidance for members of the
public and physicians on its website, and it responded
to numerous inquiries from national media. Working
with our UK colleagues, CDC developed guidelines for
judging when a measurement of Po-210 in urine was
or was not a level of concern.

Because the death of Mr. Litvinenko is an
ongoing criminal investigation, one of the major
challenges of this response to what is a radiological
dispersal device event has been the inability to obtain
all of the technical detail desired to perform
assessments.

This has complicated the ability to
communicate effectively with citizens and members of
the public health community. These and other lessons
learned from this response will help prepare the public
health community to respond more effectively to future
contamination events involving radioactive dispersal in
the environment.
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The Threat and Consequence Assessment
Division (TCAD) of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) National Homeland Security Research
Center (NHSRC) is developing methodology for
performing rapid risk assessments needed for incident
management, cleanup, and mitigation of hazards in the
aftermath of a terrorist event. TCAD, working with the
Department of Defense's Chemical and Biological
Defense Information Analysis Center (CBIAC, operated
by Battelle) has developed SERRA - Support for
Environmental Rapid Risk Assessment.

This paper describes the methodology utilized
to formulate SERRA, presents current contents of the
SERRA database (information derived from
assessments of over 3,000 publications selected from
10,000 citations), and describes SERRA
implementation.

The paper also discusses how an Internet-
accessible version of the SERRA database could be
utilized by a country or countries to prepare for and
respond to the intentional release of chemical,
biological or radiological materials.
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The difficulties connected with the political
changes due to the breakdown of Soviet system
caused serious problems in biosafety and security in
Georgia. During last 10-12 years, lack of state
financing caused destruction of the systems of
biosafety in the relevant Institutions - the system
became formal and completely damaged.

The program for prevention of biological
weapons (BW) proliferation operates in Georgia since
2002. The agreement between United States and
Georgia covers several issues, including prevention the
proliferation of biological weapons technology,
pathogenic strains and their expertise at the source.
Department of Defense of the USA supports the
country to consolidate especially dangerous pathogens
(EDPs) into safe and secure central reference
laboratories, improve our capabilities to detect and
respond to disease outbreaks caused by the EDP,
integrate Georgian scientists into the international
scientific community and eliminate BW infrastructure
and technology.

Elimination of BW infrastructure includes
dismantle and elimination of biological threat agent
materials, dual-use equipment and associated
infrastructure. Biosecurity and Biosafety involve
implementation of technical enhancements to meet
and maintain US standards, create a personal reliability
program to reduce the release of pathogens and
secure a safer working environment for personnel.

Currently, two projects are funded through
the Cooperative Biological Research (CBR) in Georgia -
to study the ecology, biodiversity, genetic clustering
and virulence of Yersiniapest/sand Vibrio spp.

These projects are performed at the National
Center for Disease Control and Medical statistics
(NCDC) and G.EIiava Institute of Bacteriophages,
Microbiology and Virology. These projects are carried
out due to the fruitful collaboration between Georgian
and American scientists.

Threat Agent Detection and Response (TADR)
system provides enhanced reporting, detection and
response for human and animal EDPs, training and
equipment for epidemiological teams, and provide
modern laboratories with diagnostic capabilities.

By help of this program, Georgia will have one
Central Reference Laboratory (CRL), seven
Epidemiological Monitoring Modules (EMM) and two
Mobile Outbreak Response Units (MORU).
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