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Incidents involving dangerous radioactive sources can require a range 
of emergency response activities.  Many IAEA member states have hi ghly-
capable emergency response organizations for responding to such 
emergencies, but some member states do not.  In the general context of the 
International Action Plan for strengthening the international preparedness and 
the response system for nuclear and radiological emergencies, which is under 
development by the National Competent Authorities [1] Co -ordinating Group 
(NCACG) and the IAEA Secretariat, an Assistance Working Group (AWG) 
has been established to work on the development of effective, efficient and 
compatible arrangements whereby Member States can obtain relevant and 
adequate assistance. 
 

The Expert Group B.2 of the AWG has been commissioned to 
examine the case of emergencies involving lost, damaged, stolen or 
discovered radioactive sources.  The Expert Group is proposing the 
development of a web based software system to provide guidance to 
responsible organizations during these responses.  The software system, 
called Emergency Response Web Portal for the Management of Radiological 
Events Involving Radioactive Sources (Web Portal) will include an expert 
system and a toolbox.  The expert system will examine inputs provided by the 
affected state during an emergency to suggest appropriate responses and the 
types of assistance that may be available.  The expert system would also 
provide access to modules in the toolbox, which could include databases, 
sections of relevant regulatory and technical documents, and lessons l earned.  
The Web Portal would be useful for planning purposes and for use in actual  
emergencies. 
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[1] Competent Authorities of Member States Parties to the Convention of 
Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident (CENNA)  and  to the Convention 
on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency 
(CANARE) 
 
 

 


