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13. Educational and science popularisation activities at HIL 
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For many years the Laboratory has been strongly involved in education and science 

popularisation. Guided tours at HIL have become our regular activity. These “live” lessons 

on cyclotron and nuclear physics continue to enjoy popularity in high schools, including ones from 
outside Warsaw. During the guided tour visitors can see the control room and the cyclotron, get 

acquainted with facilities installed in the Laboratory and experiments performed here. Short lectures 
– basic introduction to the nuclear physics and principles of the cyclotron operation – are also 

offered, especially to high school students. Tours are free of charge. 
This year we attracted the highest number of visitors since 2002 – 40 organized groups, which 

amounts to more than 1000 people. Among those were groups of students from various faculties 

of the University of Warsaw, including Physics, Chemistry and Biology, as well as from the 

University of Silesia and Dominican College of Theology. Finalists of the Interschool Competition 

in Physics and Chemistry “EUREKA”, participants of the Summer School of Physics and several 

groups of physics teachers were also among our visitors.  

In 2008 for the 12
th

 time HIL participated in the annual Warsaw Festival of Science. This year, 

in addition to our more traditional activities like guided tours of the facility or lectures on nuclear 

physics and its applications, we decided to organise a more informal presentation of our Laboratory 

in the friendly atmosphere of the cafe Kawangarda. Our guests had an opportunity to talk 

to physicists and ask them all kind of questions, concerning not only the science, but also their 

motivations of choosing this career path. We opened the door for general public on 27 September, 

when more than 200 people visited the Laboratory. Guests were invited to participate in guided 

tours of the cyclotron and other experimental facilities and lectures on applications of nuclear 
physics: “High temperature reactors: history and perspective”, “Is there enough uranium for nuclear 

power plants?” (both by L. Pie�kowski) and “Radiation and health – a story about PET and tumour 
therapy” (by Z. Szefli�ski). During the preceding festival week we also organized so-called Festival 

Lessons for secondary school classes. These simple lectures, addressed to youths of age 14-15, 
attracted large attention. 

The Fourth Polish Workshop on Acceleration and Applications of Heavy Ions was organized 
at HIL in April 2008. The participants gained experience in methods of data acquisition and 

analysis, in operating the cyclotron including the beam diagnostics measurements and in charged 

particle and gamma-ray detection techniques (see Sec. 14 of this Report). 

HIL staff members are also engaged in supervising MSc and PhD theses – see Part D of this 

Report. In summer a four-weeks training was organized for several students from the University 

of Warsaw, Warsaw University of Technology and the Gda�sk University of Technology. 

 

 

 


