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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA. 

1. The CHAIRMANg The first meeting of the, Special Committee on Pledges 

of Voluntary Contributions to the General Fund is called to order. 

2c Our first item of business is the adoption of the provisional agenda which 

is before you in document GC(II)/COM„3/l. Unless I hear any comments, I shall 

consider the agenda adopted. 

It was so agreed. 

ELECTION OF A VICE-CHAIRMAN 

3. The CHAIRMANs The next item is the election of a vice-chairman. 

Since it is expected that the Committee will hold only one or two meetings 

during the session, it seems to me that the two offices of rapporteur and vice-

chairman could be combined in one person. In other words, I suggest that the 

vico-chairman should also act as rapporteur to the General Conference. If I 

hear no objection, I shall assume that this proposal is accepted by the 

Committee. 

It was so agreed. 

/.. The CHAIRMANs I hear no objection and I ask whether there are any 

noninations for the office of vice-chairman and rapporteur. 

5. Fa-. V7ERSH0F (Canada) s I have great pleasure in nominating for the 

position of Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur of this Sub-Committee, Mr. Fernando, 

the distinguished delegate of Ceylon. During the course of the Conference I 

think most of us have come to knov/ and appreciate Mr. Fernando's excellent 

qualities and the contribution which he has made to the proceedings of this 

Conference, and I am sure that all delegations will be happy to take this 

opportunity of conferring the honour of an office in this Committee upon 

Mr. Fernando. 

6. Mr. AHMAD (Pakistan)s I have very great pleasure indeed in seconding 

the nomination made by the distinguished delegate of Canada. As my predecessor 

has pointed out, we all have had the privilege of meeting Mr. Fernando, the 

distinguished delegate of Ceylon, here, and one can say truthfully that to meet 

him is to like him. His pleasantness, his sense of humour, his geniality and 

the very sober participation which he has taken in our deliberations, have 

endeared him to our hearts, and I am sure that his nomination will be passed 

unanimously by us. 
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7. The CHAIRMANs Are there any other nominations, If not then I 

declare that Mr. Fernando, delegate of Ceylon, is elected Vice-Chairman and 

Rapporteur of the Committee by acclamation, 

Mr. Fernando (Ceylon) v/as elected Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur of the 

Committee by acclamation. 

8. The CHAIRMANs I congratulate the delegate of Ceylon on his election 

to the office of vice-chairman and rapporteur and I invite him to take his seat 

on the podium. 

Mr. Fernando (Ceylon) took his seat on the podium. 

9. Mr. FERNANDO (Ceylon); I must thank you all for the very high 

honour you have accorded me this morning in electing me as Vice-Chairman and 

Rapporteur of the Suh-Committee. It is indeed a great honour which I appre

ciate, and I must thank the distinguished delegates of Canada and Pakistan for 

the very nice things they have said about me. I don't think I deserve all 

that, hut with your assistance and the assistance of our distinguished Chaii.ncn 

we will try to get through this business of this meeting as quickly as possible. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN 

10. The CHAIRMAN; We now come to the substantive item of the Commit Lee, 

namely voluntary contributions to the General Fund of the Agency. In view of 

the resolution establishing the Committee reproduced in document GC (IT.)/TV,/lQ, 

and in the light of the nature of the General Fund, I suggest that pledges 

should be stated in monetary amounts. 

11. The resolution also makes it clear that all pledges will be without 

prejudice to any decision eventually taken on rules regarding the acceptance 

of voluntary financial contributions to the Agency. In this connexion I would 

like to draw attention to the resolution (GC(II)/RES/23) adopted the day before 

yesterday by the General Conference. This requests the Board to prepare rules 

regarding the acceptance of voluntary contributions to the Agency and to submit 

these rules to the General Conference for approval at its third regular session. 

The resolution also authorizes the Board as a provisional measure, and without 

constituting a precedent, to apply those rules to the acceptance of such 

voluntary contributions as are made to the Agency before the Conference has 

approved the rules in question. 
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12. I think that it should also he clearly understood that many of the pledges 

which will he made in this Committee will he subject to legislative approval 

hy the Member Governments on whose behalf the pledges were made. 

13. I think it would also be useful if the delegates of Members which are not 

in a-position to announce pledges during this meeting but which nevertheless, 

contemplate making financial contributions to the General Fund after the end 

of the Conference would also make statements to that effect. 

14. In regard to the procedures to be followed by the Committee, I feel that 

in order to ensure that the Committee's records correctly reflect all statements 

made to it and, in particular, declarations relating to any conditions attaching 

to pledges such as those to the effect that pledges are subject to legislative 

approval, it would be desirable for verbatim records of the Committee's pro

ceedings to be kept. 

15. In view of the importance of the Committee's work, I also believe that 

delegates will wish to make their statements from the podium rather than from 

their desks. In order to ensure that the Secretariat has a correct record of 

the amounts of pledges made, each delegation making a specific financial pledge 

subsequently will be handed a simple form on which the delegation will be re

quested to indicate the amount of that pledge. The form will also contain a 

space in which any conditions regarding convertibility may be indicated. This 

procedure follows the practice of the United Nations, but I should stross that 

the forms will be used for record purposes only, and do not, of course, involve 

any legal commitments. Finally, I should like to draw attention to the resolution 

on the programme and budget which was adopted by the General Conference yesterdays 

This, as you know, fixed the amount of the operational part of the Agency's 

budget at $1,500)000. It also urges bomber States to provide funds for this 

purpose by making voluntary contributions to the General Fund in accordance with 

Article XIV.F of the Statute. 

16. If I hear no objection, I assume that these suggestions are acceptable to 

the Committee. 

It was so agreed. 

17. The CHAIRMAN; Before calling on the first speaker, I would like to 

give the floor to the Director General. 
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STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 

18. The DIRECTOR GENERAL s Thank you for the opportunity of saying a 

few words on the importance of this meeting. As you know, the cost of the 

operational programme recommended by the Board and since endorsed by this 

General Conference is estimated at $1,500,000 of which $1,100,000 are to be 

dedicated to technical assistance activities and $400,000 to the acquisition 

of facilities for the Agency's functional laboratories. This budget, it must 

be emphasized, is in terras of the Statute a joint responsibility of the Board 

and of the General Conference. It may, however, be appropriate for me to 

draw attention to certain other statutory aspects of the budget, which have 

a significant bearing upon this meeting. 

19. During the general debate several speakers have stressed the importance 

of this programme to the Agency and to its Member States, particularly in the 

economically less-developed areas. The programme covers all the technical 

assistance operations for the Agency to be financed from its own resources in 

1959. In other words all the fellowships which the Agency will pay for, and 

all the technical assistance projects and equipment which it will provide at 

its expense, fall under this part of the budget. 

20. It will also enable the Agency to obtain a small quantity of equipment 

for functional laboratory facilities at its headquarters. The work to be 

done in these facilities is described in the resolution adopted by the General 

Conference yesterday. It is planned, in particular, that the Agency should 

assist its Member States in calibrating their own laboratory equipment, 

provide them with standardized radioisotope samples, perform measurements and 

analysis in connexion with the Agency's health, safety and safeguards 

programme and provide services to all Member States which can be performed 

with the equipment acquired. 

21. As a consequence of the provisions of Article XIV of the Statute the 

operational programme of $1,500,000 for 1959 will be entirely dependent upon 

the voluntary contributions which Member States are prepared to make available. 

The Agency is thus placed by the Statute in a position quite different to 

that of most of the larger specialized agencies. These agencies may and do 



GC(II)/COM.3/OR.l 
Page 6 

assign part of their regular budget to technical assistance and the cost of 

their regular technical assistance programme is assessed to Member States. 

These regular technical assistance programmes of the specialized agencies are 

additional to the assistance they provide under,the United Nations Expanded 

Programme, to the resources of which the Agency, as a result of yesterday's 

decision of the General Conference,, will also have access. The Statute fore

sees that eventually the .Agency's technical assistance activities could be 

financed from excess revenues derived from the Agency's services and opera

tions as a supplier of fissionable and other materials, but such revenues are 

not in immediate prospect and Agency technical assistance is thus at present 

a pixrely voluntary programme. 

22. I may add that the Board, in stressing the importance of contributions 

in money to the General Fund, has not overlooked the value of the contributions 

in kind - in other words, fellowships at national institutes, the free services 

of experts and specialized scientific equipment — which many Member States have 

gonerously made tc the Agency for the year 1959 as well as 1958* While these 

are not contributions to the General Fund and do not thus fall under this 

item, they are of groat assistance in enabling the Agency to carry out its 

programme, 

23- This pledging meeting will not only serve the purpose of securing the 

finances for the Agency's operational programme in 1959s it is also of 

importance in planning this programme, For the preparation of a comprehensive 

and balanced programme it is essential that the Secretariat should know-

approximately the total amount of contributions which will be available. I 

may mention in this connexion that, in due course, the Agency may be confronted 

with the problem of planning continuing or long-term operations on the basis 

of annual pledges. Thib difficulty has, I understand, led to recommendations, 

in the case of the United nations Expanded Programme, that pledges should be 

made for a period of more than one year. However, this is a question for 

the future and T mention it only so that consideration may be given to it 

before the third regular session of the General Conference. 
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24. In view of t h e r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t time s i n c e t h e p l a n s f o r t h e P l e d g i n g 

Committee were announced, a number of c o u n t r i e s which i n t e n d t o make p l edges 

may not be i n a p o s i t i o n t o i n d i c a t e t h e s p e c i f i c amounts of t h e i r l i k e l y con

t r i b u t i o n s at t h i s m e e t i n g . I t would be ve ry u s e f u l t o t h e S e c r e t a r i a t , i n t h e 

p l a n n i n g of t h e 1959 programme, i f Governments i n t h i s p o s i t i o n could i n d i c a t e 

p r o v i s i o n a l l y , and w i t h o u t s p e c i f y i n g t h e amount i n v o l v e d , t h e i r i n t e n t i o n t o 

p r o v i d e c o n t r i b u t i o n s a t a l a t e r d a t e . 

25* The Chairman has a l r e a d y drawn a t t e n t i o n t o t h e budget r e s o l u t i o n adopted 

by t h e Genera l Conference y e s t e r d a y u r g i n g a l l Member S t a t e s t o p r o v i d e v o l u n t a r y 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e General Fund t o meet our 1959 programme. I need h a r d l y 

add t h a t i t i s my hope t h a t many Members w i l l f i nd i t p o s s i b l e t o p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n t o d a y ' s p r o c e e d i n g s , t h e r e b y d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e i r t a n g i b l e suppor t f o r t h e 

work of t h i s Agency. 

STATEt'tEMTS BY DELEGATIONS CONCERNING VOLUNTARY FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
GiillSRAL FUND 

26. The CHAIRMAN % I t hank t h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l fo r h i s l u c i d and i n s p i r i n g 

s t a t e m e n t , which I hope w i l l h e l p t o encourage d e l e g a t e s t o make t h e i r p l e d g e s 

t o d a y . I c a l l upon t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Canada. 

27 . Mr. /JK3H0F (Canada) ; The Canadian Government j o i n s w i t h o t h e r members 

of t h e agency i n welcoming t h e adop t ion by t h i s Conference of t h e 1959 Programme 

and Budget . My Government b e l i e v e s t h a t i t i s e s s e n t i a l for t h e s u c c e s s of t h e 

Agency t h a t Member S t a t e s shou ld v o l u n t a r i l y c o n t r i b u t e $1 ,500 ,000 t o t h e Genera l 

Fund i n o rde r t o pay fo r t h e 1959 o p e r a t i o n a l budge t . Aa ev idence of i t s w i l l i n g 

n e s s t o do i t s p a r t , t h e Canadian Government p l e d g e s , s u b j e c t t o a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

of funds by P a r l i a m e n t , t h e sum of $50,000 t o t h e Genera l Fund f o r 1959- We a r e 

con f iden t t h a t a l l Member Sto/tes t h a t a r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o do so w i l l d e c i d e t o 

c o n t r i b u t e money t o t h e Genera l Fund. Canada i s p r epa red t o c o n s i d e r c o n t r i b u t i n g 

up t o a f u r t h e r 325,000 over and above our u n c o n d i t i o n a l p l edge of $50>000, 

depending on t h e r e s p o n s e of o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t o t h e Agency 's appea l f o r 

v o l u n t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

28 . Mr. VEJYAIIT-RANGR13HT ( T h a i l a n d ) s As r e g a r d s v o l u n t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s , 

I would l i k e t o say a fm words . Judg ing from t h e proposed expansion of t h e 
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Agency's programme fox 1959 my delegat ion fee l s very s t rong ly tha t the Agency's 

budget should by a l l means he increased to meet the necessary expenses. My 

delegat ion also fee l s confident t ha t Thailand, also a small na t ion with a 

comparatively small na t iona l budget, w i l l be in a pos i t ion to offer a c e r t a in 

sum as a voluntary cont r ibut ion towards the General Fund commensurate wi th i t s 

means and as a token of the s incere w i l l to cooperate which Thailand has always 

shown in t he pas t . Such cont r ibu t ion , however, w i l l have to be approved, f i r s t 

by our Budgetary Committee and subsequently by the National Assembly. Therefore, 

at the present moment, my delegat ion i s not yet in a pos i t ion to s t a t e the 

exact f i g u r e s . In order not to lay too great a burden on the countr ies wi th 

small na t i ona l budgets, may I suggest t ha t these voluntary cont r ibut ions be 

based more or l e s s p ropor t iona te ly on the annual cont r ibut ions to the Administra

t i v e Fund, 

29. Mr. FURUUCBI (japan)s The fundamental a t t i t u d e of the Japanese 

Government toward- the IAEA i s , as has been made clear on many occasions through

out the s e r i e s of meetings of the Board of Governors and a l so in severa l meetings 

of t h i s Second General Conference, to help to develop the pos i t ions and the 

functions of the Agency smeethly. This a t t i t u d e has been taken by our Govern

ment in the convict ion t h a t the Agency w i l l c e r t a in ly make a useful con t r ibu t ion 

to promoting the peaceful uses of atomic energy -and w i l l consequently benef i t 

mankind. The fundamental a t t i t u d e being as mentioned above, our de legat ion 

fee l s i t necessary tha t Member Sta tes should furnish the Agency with enough 

funds for i t to operate as i t wishes and Japan i s the re fore w i l l i n g to con t r ibu te 

f i n a n c i a l l y as far as i t i s ab le . The Japanese delegat ion i s authorized to 

s t a t e t ha t the Japanese Government i s ready to pledge the sum of approximately 

$20,000 in cash, as i t s share of the voluntary cont r ibut ions to the General 

Fund, subject to the normal budgetary procedures in Japan and subject to the 

condit ion tha t the t o t a l amount of $1,500,000 recommended by the Board of 

Governors as being necessary to meet the opera t iona l par t of the Agency's Budget 

for 1959 i s to be pledged by the Member S ta tes of the Agency, 
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30. Mr. SOLLI (Norway)s My delegation is authorized to announce that the 

Norwegian Government intends to propose to Parliament that Norway in 1959 

contribute to the General Fund of the Agency an amount to T)e determined, 

keeping in mind Norway's share of the Administrative Budget. Norway's contri

bution will.on this hasis amount to the equivalent of $ 7^000 for 1959 . This 

amount will, in principle, be placed at the disposal of the Agency in Norwegian 

kroner. Transfers to other currencies will, however, he considered to the 

extent that can te justified within the general context of the operational 

programme, and subject to the rules to be agreed upon regarding the acceptance 

of voluntary contributions. Subject to the necessary appropriation being 

given by the Storting, this amount is to be placed at the disposal of the 

Agency shortly after 1 July 1959. In announcing this, Mr. Chairman, the 

Norwegian delegation wants to stress the necessity for the Board to reach 

early agreement upon the rules to be applied to the acceptance of voluntary 

contributions. It is considered important by my Government that these rules 

will assure on the one hand that the amounts contributed are always matched 

with an equal amount of the real resources needed for carrying out the 

operational programme, and on the other hand, that real consideration is 

given to the needs of countries which are unable to take on additional foreign 

exchange commitments. 

31. I will conclude my statement by expressing my delegation's hope that 

the amount needed to implement the operational budget in full will be forth

coming for the next general conference. 

32. I'lr• FAKMY (United Arab Republic) % You may recall that during the 

general debate we indicated that the Government of the United Arab Republic 

would contribute to the operational budget for 1959 and it gives me great 

pleasure to announce that I am authorized tc pledge for the operational 

budget for 1959 the sum of 3;000 Egyptian pounds. This sum is equivalent 

to % 8,500 but because of some difficulty regarding hard currency, this sum 

is going to be paid by the United Arab Republic in Egyptian pounds. 

Mr. Chairman, our contribution is indicative in the sense that it proves 

that my Government has supported the Agency from its inception. We realize 

that this contribution is not a very large one but it may be considered as 

a token contribution in comparison to that which may be forthcoming from big 
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countries and it may be considered as substantial in comparison to the 

contributions made by small countries. We ourselves consider it as a modest 

contribution which indicates our Government's support for the Agency and its 

programme, 

33t Mr• SQEEAGIO (Indonesia): As a Member Indonesia has always been a 

full supporter of the Agency, in particular with regard to its efforts to 

carry out its functions in accordance with the Statute. Fully aware of 

the fact that the realization of the Agency's objectives could not be made 

without the neoessary financial means, we have so far done our best to meet 

our financial obligations towards the Agency in the most effective way, 

34* Ifr. Chairman, Indonesia has been for some time in a rather unfavourable 

financial situation 7<lth all its unpleasant implications, including a 

shortage of foreign exchange. Nevertheless, you may have seen from the 

Agency's accounts that Indonesia was able to meet its obligations to the 

Agency in due time after making its commitment last year towards the admini

strative budget a3 well as the working capital fund, How, with regard to 

the voluntary contributions to the General Fund recommended by the Board of 

Governors and approved bjr this Conference, my delegation wishes to state that, 

in visw of the projects which could be envisaged, through the utilization 

of this Fund, especially projects affecting the less developed areas, we 

fully support your appeal for pledges to be made by as many delegations as 

possible with regard to their respective voluntary contributions to the 

General Fund and my delegation would therefore be happy if it were in a 

position to make its pledge today. However, more than was the case last year 

Indonesia is at present facing rather serious financial difficulties and the 

Government has even been obliged to embark upon an austerity programme to 

save its foreign exchange. llovertheless, fully aware of the desirability 

that as many Members as possible contribute to this Fund, we have recommended 

to our Government that Indonesia contribute to the General Fund an amount 

which may be very modest, Mr. Chairman, but which at least shows the 

continuing good will that my country entertains towards this Agency, While 

the exact amount of our pledge therefore cannot be fixed now, my delegation 

is convinced that the Indonesian Government will be prepared to make a 

financial pledge as a token gesture of sincere good will and support to the 
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Agency in its noble efforts of rendering aid to the countries which need 

its assistance most, -This modest pledge, Mr. Chairman, will amount to 

only a few thousand dollars. As I have already said, we are at this moment 

not yet in a position to reveal the exact figure hut I can assure you that 

it will be communicated to the Agency as soon as possible after this Conference. 

In conclusion, Indonesia hopes that those countries which are in a better 

position to contribute larger sums will do so and that the big powers 

will be generous enough to contribute to the General Fund in accordance with 

their respective strength. 

35. lie. GOLDSCHMIDT (France) (translated from French), In 1959 France 

will make a voluntary contribution to the Agency's General Fund in French 

francs to the equivalent of $35,000, namely 14,700,000 francs. 

36. YJithout of course making it a condition of the offer, we hope that a 

large proportion of this contribution will be used for buying equipment 

needed for the Agency's laboratory, since we wish to help in the establishment 

of the laboratory in this way. 

37. I.tr. CHRISTENSEN (Denmark) 5 Fir. Chairman, there is no reason to 

hide the fact that, in spite of the great positive interest shown by the 

First General Conference in the future of this Agency, the system of voluntary 

contributions to the General Fund for 1958 has not been a success. This 

may have been due to a certain scepticism as to the actual possibilities of 

the Agency, during the first year of its existence, to spend a considerable 

amount of money in a reasonable way. 

38. In the second year wo may hope for better results. The main impression 

from the general debate and the discussions in the Committees this year 

seems to prove that mo3t countries have maintained their positive attitude 

even if there necessarily exist certain differences of opinion on some 

practical and technical issues. We too are not quite happy about all 

details in the programme but in general we find it a reasonable and useful 

basis for the realization of the important tasks of the Agency in the year 

to como. How, having approved the Budget for 1959 a s a whole, we feel it our 

duty to give it our full support not only verbally but also in practice. 

39. Therefore, having this rather artificial division between an administrative 

budget with obligatory contributions and a general fund with voluntary contri

butions, wo have decided to ask our financial authorities to approve a contri

bution to the General Fund corresponding to our share of the Administrative 

Fund, This amounts to $ 9,150, which of course will be put at the free 

disposal of the Agency, 
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40. In doing so, it is our hope that all other countries, whatever the stage 

of their development, will take the same attitude. /e will never maintain 

that the amount in question is of any significant importance to us and no other 

country can honestly do so. Even if our contribution is relatively insignificant, 

you cannot expect th>:t it 7d.ll be possible for us in the coming 3̂ ear to convince 

our financial authorities of the necessity of a Danish contribution if voluntary 

contributions only appear from a couple of countries, like last 3/ear. 

41. It may be said that any agreement to make a voluntary contribution 

proportionate to the contribution to this year's Administrative Fund might 

constitute a precedent for future contributions to perhaps far bigger operative 

budgets. This is perhaps true but, in our opinion, it is almost a practical 

necessity to have at least a guiding principle for future contributions. It 

will be dangerous for the future of an Agency, equipped with a large, able and 

expensive staff if, every year, it is left more or less in the dark as to the 

contributions it can expect to receive from Menbor St .tea in order to oarry out 

an important part of its work. All Member States are welcome to criticize and 

to seek to amend the budget of the Agency during discussion in the Committees, 

but once it is amended and approved in accordance with the established procedures, 

it is also reasonable, in our opinion, to expect - at any rate in the first 

years of building up - that all countries will contribute at least their share 

to the Operating Fund as well. 

42. Mr. CUTHA (Brazil), Pr. Chairman, I have the honour to state that the 

contribution of Brazil to the General Fund for 1959 will be $15,000. I wish 

also to inform you that this contribution hac also b,en approved by the Brazilian 

Government, and it will be at the disposal of the Agency from January 1959* 

43. Mr. McKIMBY (United States of America) s The United States delegation 

wishes to take this opportunity to compliment the General Conference on the 

actions taken here. After nearly two weeks of discussion and debate and 

deliberation, we are convinced that every Member of this Agency knows the 

problems of the organisation, knows the things that it does well and, if I may 

say so, the things it does not. 7e have had some measure of disagreement 

amongst ourselves and this is not unnatural. But wc have finally agreed to a 

budget of $5,225,000 which is to be borne by assessment according to an agreed 

http://7d.ll
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scale by all Members, Je Jso have an operational budget of $1,500,000 which 

is no loss important and which is to be financed at this stage of the Agency's 

growth by voluntary contributions. 

44. fc are gathered hero today to make our pledges for the coming year. ''ire 

know that oomc can afford to contribute more than others but even the smallest 

pledge should be regarded as an indication of faith and an earnest of goodwill 

to make this Agency succeed in its great task. 

45. The United States delegation is pleased to contribute outright the sum of 

$500,000 to the General Fund in support of the operational programmes which this 

Conference h'S established. If, as wo pro sure, the total of $1,000,000 is 

reached the United States will gladly further match dollar for dollar any amount 

until the total of $1,500,000 ia reached. 

46. I shoula like to conclude my remarks, Mr. Chairman, by restating our view 

that we are hajpy to support the .fork of the -gency by this contribution. At 

the same time I wt,nt to express our sincere appreciation to the other Members for 

joining together in getting this programme successfully launched. 

47. Mr. I3IUZ ITMOSO (Portugal) (translated from French), Yesterday the 

General Conference voted on, and approved, the Board of Governors' rocomnenc'ation 

that Member States should be urged tc make voluntary contributions to the General 

Fund. The target fixed is $1,500,000. The Portuguese Government, having in 

mind the oenofits which voluntary contributions can bring about for Members of the 

Agency, particularly the less developed countries, welcomes this request and wishes 

to co-opor^te by making a contribution in the same disinterested spirit in which, 

at the beginning of the first Goner 1 Conference, it placed 5>000 kgs of uranium 

oxide at the Agency's disposal. 

48. The contribution offered by the Portuguese Government for next year is 

$3j500, which is in the same proortion to the overall target as its normal 

contribution to the Agency's budget, 

49* '*G a,° convinced that these contributions will be used to the best effect, 

if attention is paid to the purposes of the Agency and the direction of its work 

as proposed by the Board of Governors and just approved by the General Conference, 
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50. I should like to take the opportunity of saying that my delegation is 

extremely satisfied with the result of the Programme, Technical and Budget 

Committee's work, which amounts to a vote of confidence in the Board of 

Governors. 

51. We hope that other Members will co-operate in making voluntary contri

butions so that the target figure of $1,500,000 is reached, since this is one 

of the conditions for the success of the Agency in the corning year, that is 

to say, one of the conditions for the advancement of its Members. 

52. Mr. WEN (China) My Government wishes to co-operate with the Agency 

to the utmost of its ability but its capacity to do 00 financially is limited 

at present by circumstances which are beyond its control. However, in this 

matter of the General Fund, upon which depends largely the grants of fellow

ships for training technicians and experts in the peaceful uses of atomio 

energy that many distinguished delegates in the general debate consider should 

have topmost priority, my Government feels that some special efforts should be 

made to show its goodwill. I have therefore been authorized by my Government 

to pledge unconditionally $55000 as its token voluntary contribution to the 

General Fund for 1959. 

53. Mr. PRETSCH (Federal Republic of Germany), In the course of the 

general debate the head of the German delegation already underlined the great 

attention that Germany pays to the requirements of training for research and 

technical as'.istance programmes which has to be made in order to help those 

Member States which want to develop their own economies at a more rapid pace. 

German science and German industry are very happy that they could establish 

or renew good relations to their partners in such countries. We hope that 

these contacts will be further strengthened for our mutual future benefit. 

Their value I believe cannot be expressed in payment units only. The German 

delegation stress their agreement to the order of priority of activities 

described in paragraph 286 of document GC/36. These measures of assistance 

which are to be financed by voluntary contributions to the General Fund must, 

of course, be looked upon as being the first steps of such assistance. I have 

the honour, Mr. Chairman, to announce that the German Federal Government is 

prepared to contribute to the General Fund under the terms which have been laid 

down in document GC(II)/RES/l8, the sum of ^20,000. 
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54. F-r. JiBMAD (Pakistan) i My country was one of the first to ratify the 

Statute of the agency and join the Agency as a Member. We did so in a spirit 

of hope, confidence and faith. Ie did so because, in our view, the Agency 

marked yet another forward step on the road of international co-operation which 

we consider so essential for reaping the rich harvest of the benign uses of the 

atom and avoiding the risks involved in using this, to bring death and destruction 

upon mankind. 

55* The Ceneral Conference has decided to set up a General Fund for the 

furtherance of the Agency's objectives and the purpose of this meeting is to 

invite Member States to announce their voluntary contributions. The resources 

of my country are not very great and are largely committed to other plans of 

economic development which we initiated more than a decade ago. Nevertheless,, 

in spite of these limited resources and the existing heavy demand on them, my 

Government, in earnest of their goodwill, faith and confidence in the work of 

this Agency, especially that relating to the training problem for which the bulk 

of the General Pur.d will be utilized, is pleased to contribute to the General 

Fund the equivalent of $8,000. Finally, we would like to express our appreciation 

of the generosity of other Governments who have made voluntary contributions to 

the General Fund required for the operational programme of the Agency. 

56. Mr, MICHAELS (United Kingdom)t I am authorized to say that, subject to 

Parliamentary approval, Her Majecty's Government will contribute the sterling 

equivalent of $125,000 to the Agency's General Fund. 

57. Mr. LOPEZ (Argentina) (translated from Spanish): I have pleasure in 

addressing the Conference to offer, in the name of my Government, the sum of 

£2,000 in convertible pounds sterling as a voluntary contribution. The reason 

why we are offering this modest figure is that at the moment my country is not 

in a strong financial position. This makes it difficult for us either to offer 

a larger sum or to make the contribution in other currencies which might be more 

convenient for the Agency. I would like to make it clear that this figure does 

not mean that Argentina will keep its contribution permanently at this level, 

but is offering the sum as an initial contribution which may be increased in 

future. Action is already being taken along these lines, and the final decision 

will be made by our Parliament. 
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58. Mr. ZAMPBTTI (Italy). The Italian delegation express their deep 

satisfaction with the approval of the Programme and Budget of the Agency for 

1959 and compliment all the members of the Secretariat staff who so kindly,actively and intelligently have contributed to its preparation and compilation. 

In view of its humanitarian, social and peaceful aims the IAEA will surely 

achieve concrete results during the coming year. ' ith these aims in mind the 

Italian Government has charged the Italian delegation to inform the General 

Conference that it will contribute to the General Fund for 1959 a voluntary 

contribution corresponding to $5>000. The Italian Embassy in Vienna will 

provide the Secretariat of the Agency verbally with more details as soon as 

complete instructions have been received from Rome. 

59. IOx. KOBUSHKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translated from 

Russian) . The Soviet Union is ready to co-operate and assist in all fields 

connected with the use of atomic energy for peaceful and progressive purposes. 

It is well knô -Tn that the Soviet Union is prepared to assist all Member States 

of the Agency, especially the under-developed countries, in the peaceful uses 

of atomic energy. 

60. The Soviet Union is already giving practical help of this kind, an account 

of which has been given by the Chairman of its delegation at a plenary meeting 

of the Conference. Our delegation is authorized to say that the Soviet Union 

will participate in the General Fund. The,Soviet Union contribution will be 

paid in roubles in order that countries desiring to benefit by its contri

bution may purchase their equipment and materials in the Soviet Union. The 

amount of the Soviet Union's voluntary contribution will be determined later, 

61. Mr. CARDONA (Mexico) (translated from Spanish)s I would like merely 

to make an initial announcement of a very modest contribution by an equally 

modest country. The Mexican delegation is authorized in the name of its 

Government to offer without any conditions the sum of 25,000 Mexican pesos 

for the General Fund in 1959. &s there are no exchange restrictions in my 

country, this sum may be converted into #2,000. 

62. Mr, CAMPICHS (Switzerland) (translated from French). The competent 

authorities in my country are giving close attention to the payment of voluntary 

contributions to the General Fund for 1959,as provided for in the Agency's 

Statute. 
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63. They are, as always, fully aware of the important work on which the 

Agency is engaged: hut, up to now, they have not been able to complete their 

consideration of this question. If, as I hope, they decide in the affirmative, 

we shall get in touch with the Director General as soon as possible. 

64. Mr. Ntyv'ACKI (Poland) : I have the honour to pledge in the name of the 

Polish delegation, subject to receiving agreement from the Government of the 

Polish People's Republic, a voluntary contribution to the General Fund as 

stated in the programme and budget of the Agency for 1959- The Polish delegation 

is in favour of the basic idea of •voluntary contributions which should enable 

the Agency to carry out its noble aims in the domain of training and research 

fellowships and the economic, technical and research assistance programme for 

the insufficiently developed countries. The Polish delegation has expressed 

the importance it attaches to these problems in the speech delivered during 

the general debate as well as in the resolutions put forward by the Polish 

delegation during the meetings of the Programme, Technical and Budget Committee. 

We cannot at the present moment state the exact amount we shall contribute^ I 

may say that our support will be a modest one related to our present situation. 

However, I am able to declare in the name of our Government that we shall 

inform the Secretariat of the Agency of the exact amount during this month. 

We do hope that our contribution, together with those of the other Member 

States, will support the General Fund for 1959. 

65. Mr. ERR ERA. (Belgium) (translated from French) e Mr. Chairman, the 

Government of His Majesty the King of the Belgians, as evidenoe of its keen 

interest and confidence in our Agency, has decided to make a voluntary contri

bution of $10,000 to the General Fund for 1959. 

66. Mr. BRAZDA (Czechoslovakia): The Czechoslovak delegation announced 

in the course of the general debate of the present session of the General 

Conference that the Czechoslovak Government had decided to offer the Agency 

a voluntary contribution of 100,000 Czechoslovak crowns for 1959, for which 

amount the Czechoslovak Government is ready to deliver to the Agency measuring 

apparatus of Czechoslovak manufacture. Bearing in mind the enquiries concerning 

sources of supply undertaken by the Division of Technical Supplies with regard 

to measuring and ether apparatus and equipment needed for the implementation 

of the Agency's programme, as well as the general interest shown in the 
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Czechoslovak exhibits at the second Geneva Conference on the Peaceful Uses of 

Atomic Energy, I think that this offer will prove to be useful to the Agency. 

That the said measuring apparatus should he purchased by the Agency is not, 

however, laid down as a condition of our contribution. 

67. Mr. GLEISSNER (Austria)s Although the Austrian delegation is not 

able to make a specific pledge at this stage, I ^m authorized to say that 

Austria will be glad to make a proportionate contribution to the General Fund 

and in doing so show anew her interest in the realization of the projects 

planned to be financed out of this Fund. 

68. Mr. CEDERWALL (Sweden)s My country's attitude towards the activities 

of this Agency has been made clear in the statement made in the general debate. 

Eight from the beginning we welcomed the creation of the Agency because we 

thought that there was ample scope for international co-operation in the field 

of the peaceful uses of the atom. As a member of the Board of Governors during 

the past year we have tried to direct the Agency's activities along the lines 

which we regarded as the most important, that is into those fields where there 

is the most urgent need for international co-operation and where this does not 

come within the competence of other bodies. We have judged every question on 

its own merits. It was unavoidable that we were sometimes obliged to criticize 

what we did not like and oppose proposals which we thought were not sufficiently-

justified. We have followed the same line during the General Conference. I 

want to state, however, that the criticism we have made has been, in our view, 

a positive and constructive one. I want to use this opportunity to say how 

fortunate we think it is that it was possible to pass all decisions on the 

programme and budget of the Agency in the plenary meetings of the Conference 

with unanimity or, at any rate, unopposed. This year my country has been one 

of those, to our regret rather few, that have contributed to what has been the 

content of the operative budget of the Agency, that is its training and fellow

ship programme. Ue are happy to have been able to show our support of the 

Agency's activities in this field, which I think we all regard as one of the 

most important. For the next year I expect that we will be able to make a 

similar contribution. At present I am not in a position to give you a firm 

assurance regarding the size of our contribution, as we are just'about to 

start our budget preparations at home. I can promise however that we will 
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consider the matter in a positive spirit, reassured by the impressions we have 

got from this General Conference and by what has been said by previous speakers, 

69. I!r. SOLE (Union of South Africa). As the Committee is aware, South 

Africa was one of the eight countries to contribute to the Fellowship Fund 

established last year. ith reference to the present Pledging Conference I 

have to state that the South African Minister in charge of atomic energy matters 

has been absent overseas for some time attending international conferences. It 

is a common failing, as we all know. The Minister returns to South Africa today 

from the Commonwealth Economic Conference in Montreal and I accordingly hope 

to communicate to the .'Director General later this month the South African 

Government's decision on the question of South Africa's contribution to the 

General Fund. 

70. Mr. BM-30R (Israel) : The Israel delegation has voted for the 

programme and budget presented by the Board of Governors and the regular budget 

alone shows an incres.se over 1958 of about $1,7505000. In these circumstances 

it might appear illogical and even somewhat churlish to give vent to a groan 

over the additional burden which the contribution to the regular budget imposes 

upon Israel - an additional load of about $ls500„ V/hilo allowing ourselves the 

luxury of a deep sigh we bow to the inevitable. Our support of the budget as 

a whole involved our raising oar hand in favour of the budget of the General 

Fund too. Though one of the distinguished delegates was kind enough, if I 

remember correctly, to stress at the time in his speech that support for the 

budget of the General Fund did not automatically involve a commitment to 

contribute to the Fund, we feel that we cannot divest ourselves entirely of the 

responsibilities of our vote. All the more so because we set great store by 

the operation which the General Fund is meant to finance. Unfortunately we 

are unable to contribute to the General Fund a sum in proportion to our percent

age of the regular budget, nor are we able to make our contribution in dollars. 

I am however authorized to pledge to the General Fund Israeli £2,00C which is 

roughly the equivalent of $1,000. 

71. I2r. SARFATY (Morocco) (translated from French); My delegation has 

not yet been authorized by my Government to announce its contribution to the 

General Fund. However, my Government, which, from the outset and from the 

moment when my country had just acquired its independence, has always attached 

http://incres.se
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the very greatest importance to this Agency, greatly hopes to he ahle to make 

a contribution to the General Fund. As last year, this contribution will 

probably be based on the percentage of our contribution to the Administrative 

Fund, 

72. The CHAIRMANs There are no more speakers, and the Pledging Committee 

has concluded its discussion of this item. I would like to thank all delegations 

who have been able to announce pledges to this meeting or to indicate that 

their Governments will subsequently make financial contributions to the General 

Fund. I think that the report should include a request to the Director General 

to inform all Members of any statements which he may receive subsequently from 

any Member State, indicating that it will make contributions to the General 

Fund in 1959. 

73. I suggest that the Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur be authorized to prepare 

a report upon the Committee's work and that it should be submitted on behalf 

of the Committee direct to the General Conference as soon as possible, so that 

it may be considered at tomorrow's plenary meeting. I suggest that in regard 

to the pledges, the report should indicate only the amounts of financial contri

butions pledged and indicate the equivalent of each pledge in United States 

dollars, so that the General Conference may know approximately what resources 

will be available to the General Fund in 1959. The Secretariat has in the 

meantime been able to make a very rough and informal estimate on the basis 

of today's proceedings, and I am pleased to announce that approximately $830,000 

have been pledged. 

74. For this calculation the exchange rates of the UN Technical Assistance 

Board have been used. 

75. If I hear no objections to the procedure I have suggested, I assume that 

it is approved. 

It was so agreed. 

76. The CHAIRMANs This meeting of the Pledging Committee is of course 

only the first step in securing voluntary financial contributions to the Agency's 

operational programme for 1959. In view of the fact that this was the first 
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such, meeting held by the Agency, and of the rather short notice given to 

Governments, I think that the results are not unsatisfactory. We understand 

that a number of Governments are still considering the question of their 

possible contributions to the General Fund and that several further pledges 

are likely to reach the Agency in the course of the nê ct few months. So let 

ue hope that we will be able to reach our target of $1,500,000 fairly soon by 

the common generosity of all Members, Since we have no other business for 

today's meeting, I can adjourn the Committee meeting. 

The meeting rose at 12.20 p.m. 




