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CO-ORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY WITH 
THE WORK OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Note by the Executive Secretary 

In accordance with the request of the Commission at its twelfth meeting, 

revised texts of the guiding principles for correspondence with specialized agencies 

on the question of co-ordination of activities and of the letter to Governments on 

the same subject are circulated herewith. These texts incorporate suggestions made 

by members of the Commission. They are circulated for information and will be 

considered approved unlesss written comments are received by 1 March 1957- It is 

understood that the principles are for the initial guidance of the Executive 

Secretary in his dealings with the representatives of specialized agencies and may, 

be revised as the work of the Commission develops^ 

At the request of the Commission made at the same meeting, the annex to United 

Nations document E/2391 will be circulated for the information of members of the 

Commission in the near future. 

A. DRAFT GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR CORRESPONDENCE WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
ON THE QUESTION OF CO-ORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES 

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency will, by virtue of its statute, be the 

body primarily responsible for international activities concerned with the peaceful 

uses of atomic energy in the fields covered by article III of the Statute. Since 

some of the specialized agencies have special competence in certain questions 

related to peaceful.uses of atomic energy, the role of the Agency will be subject 

to paragraph 9 of the agreed principles governing the relationship.between the 

United Nations and the International Atomic Energy Agency which reads as follows: 

"The Agency should undertake to co-operate, in accordance with its Statute, in 
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whatever measures may be recommended by the United Nations in order to ensure 

effective co-ordination of its activities with those of the United Nations and of 

the specialized agencies. Co-ordination should aim at avoiding overlapping and 

duplication of activities.. The Agency furthermore should participate in such 

bodies as the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and should maintain close 

working relationships with the secretariats of the United Nations.and of the 

specialized agencies." 

2. The members of the Preparatory Commission share the concern of the specialized 

agencies that any overlapping and duplication of functions should be avoided, and 

are anxious to consult with them as soon as possible on problems of co-ordination, 

for the purpose of making appropriate recommendations to the first General Conference 

and to the Board of Governors of the Agency. 

3. The appropriate time for detailed discussion of these questions will be after ' 

the programme of work of the Agency has'been tentatively determined. The 

Preparatory Commission intends to consult with representatives of the specialized 

agencies as soon as this preliminary phase of its work is sufficiently advanced. 

4. At that time consideration will also be given to the form and content of the 

eventual relationship agreements between the Agency and the specialized agencies 

with a view to formulating recommendations for the first General Conference of the 

Agency, and to securing preliminary approval from the governing organs of the 

specialized agencies themselves. 

5. The members of the Preparatory Commission would be grateful if, pending the 

establishment of the Agency and the conclusion of the agreements mentioned in 

paragraph 4 above, the'specialized agencies would keep the Executive Secretary 

informed of any activities in the field of peaceful usee of atomic energy which 

are being carried on or planned for the future. The Preparatory Commission proposes 

to proceed on the assumption that any action undertaken by the specialized agencies 

in the atomic energy field will be undertaken with due regard for the area of 

competence of the Agency as laid down in the Statute and will oe subject to suitable 

adjustment with respect to this area of competence as soon as the Agency comes into 

operation. The division of functions between the Agency, the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies should at all stages be the subject of mutual consultation. 
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B. DRAFT LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT TO GOVERNMENTS CONCERNING THE 
PROBLEMS OF CO-ORDINATION 

Sir, 

I have been requested by the members of the Preparatory Commission of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency, having in mind that the future International 

Atomic Energy Agency, by virtue of its Statute, will be the body primarily 

responsible for international activities in the field of the peaceful uses of 

atomic energy, to draw your attention to the problem of the co-ordination of its 

activities with those of the existing specialized agencies in that field. The 

Preparatory Commission has the mandate to make recommendations concerning the 

relationship of the Agency to other international organizations to the first session 

of the General Conference of the Agency and to the first meeting of its Board of 

Governors. The members of the Commission, considering the necessity of avoiding 

duplication and overlapping of the activities of international organizations in the 

field of the peaceful uses of atomic energy, feel that the attention of Governments 

should be drawn to this problem at the present time, with a view to avoiding the 

creation of a situation in which a serious degree of duplication may prevail when 

the Agency comes into existence. 

The members of the Preparatory Commission recognize that, pending the 

establishment of the Agency, some of the responsibility which 'is vested in the 

Agency by its Statute may temporarily be discharged by other international bodies, 

and that the special competence of organs and subsidiary bodies of the United 

Nations and of certain specialized agencies covers questions closely related to 

the peaceful uses of atomic energy. The Preparatory Commission proposes to consult 

with the appropriate bodies of the United Nations and the specialized agencies 

concerned on problems of co-ordination before formulating recommendations to be 

submitted to the first General Conference and to the first Board of Governors. In 

the meantime, the members of the Commission believe it would be helpful if 

Governments would bear the problems of co-ordination in mind, with a view to 

ensuring that no decisions are taken which would give rise to a serious duplication 

of functions when the International Atomic Energy Agency is established and that, 

in those cases where such decisions cannot be postponed, provision should *be 

expressly made for the co-ordination of such activities with those of the Agency 

as soon as possible. 




