
PREPARATORY COMMISSION 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 

UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS 

MEMORANDUM RECEIVED FROM THE AUSTRIAN MISSION 
CONCERNING THE PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY IN VIENNA 

"Last year the Austrian Government has decided to invite the IAEA to 

establish its permanent headquarters in Vienna. For this purpose the Austrian 

Government offered to put at the disposal of the Agency, free of charge, a 

building to serve as headquarters for a number of years, and in due time a 

building site for the construction of a new headquarters - building. In a ' 

memorandum circulated to Governments and to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations several buildings were suggested for this purpose, some of which, however, 

had to be eliminated in the meantime as less suitable for the requirements of 

the Agency. 

After careful_consideration of the needs of the IAEA, as communicated to 

the Austrian authorities by the representatives of the Preparatory Commission, 

the Austrian Government now has the honor to submit to the Preparatory Commission 

the following buildings, under the conditions outlined under item II. 

(a) The Home of the Vienna Businessmen's Association. 
82, Peter Jordanstrasse, Vienna 19. 

This estate is considered by the Austrian experts to be best suited for the 

purpose of the Agency because of its favourable location, the number, size and 

distribution of the rooms. This property is to be recommended to the Agency 

especially because it offers wide possibilities for further expansion. 

(b) Municipal School Council Building 
Dr. Karl Lueger Ring, Vienna 1. 

Situated in the heart of the city, this building offers all advantages as 

well as disadvantages of a down-town location. The available office space is 

limited-and the number of rooms cannot be increased. Parking facilities are 

equally limited. Due to the lack of conference-room of sufficient size the 

meetings of the Board of Governors would have to be held in one of the nearby 
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buildings. Furthermore, this building could be made available to the IAEA for 

a limited period only. 

(c) Opernringhof 

Opernring, Vienna 1. 

This building is private property and the space at present available is 

continuously leased off by the owners. One half of the 5th floor, could at 

present be put at the disposal of the Agency. 

A detailed description of the buildings offered is attached. 

II 

The Austrian Federal Government is prepared to put the building chosen by 

the IAEA at the disposal of the Agency for a nominal rent of AS 10. - per annum 

until the Agency has the opportunity to erect its own headquarters - building; 

the Austrian Government is led by the expectation that this will be possible 

within a period of 2 to 4 years. 

Should the Municipal School Council Building be chosen by the Agency, the 

Federal Government would welcome a decision on this subject within a period of 

2 years. 

The building to be chosen by the IAEA will be put at the disposal of the 

Agency ready to be moved in, unfurnished. 

In the case of the former Home of the Vienna Businessmen's Association, the 

Austrian Government is prepared to build', with no cost to the Agency, a conference-

room for the meetings of the Board of Governors (see attached blue print). The 

Austrian Government is furthermore prepared to provide, without cost to the Agency, 

for the installation of two elevators and for subdivision of the larger rooms in 

accordance with the requirements and specifications of the Agency. 

During the time of the rent agreement with the IAEA the Austrian Government 

will provide for the maintenance of the building chosen within the scope of the 

obligations normally borne by the proprietor of a leased building. 

Ill 

The Austrian Government and/or the City of Vienna are prepared to put at the 

disposal of the IAEA, free of charge, a building site for the erection of a new 

headquarters building. A number of sites that are particularly qualified have 

been reserved for this purpose (see attached list). / 
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For practical reasons and from the point of view of general town planning 

the Austrian Government and the City of Vienna would welcome it if the Agency 

would establish its permanent headquarters outside the immediate center of the 

city. All building sites offered are located within a driving - distance of 

between 5 to 20 minutes from the heart of the city. The Austrian Government 

wishes to draw the attention of the Preparatory Commission of the IAEA to the 

building site on the Kobenzl which would, due to its favourable location, be 

particularly suited for the headquarters - building of the Agency. The building 

site in the Venedigerau appears, in the opinion of the Austrian authorities, 

equally well-suited since it offers the advantage of a location outside the 

built-up area yet in the immediate vicinity of the down-town district. 

Subject to the future decision by the Agency to erect a new headquarters 

building, the Austrian Government would welcome it if the IAEA would find it 

possible at an early date to select tentatively one or possibly two building 

sites to be taken into closer consideration, so that the other building sites 

enumerated in the attached list can be released by the Austrian authorities for 

other purposes. 

Vienna, June 1st 1957-" 

The two volumes.containing the plans and descriptions of the buildings and 

the building sites are available for inspection by the members of the delegations 

in the conference room of the Executive Secretary, Room No. 724, Secretariat 

Building, United Nations. 




