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RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING FACILITIES FOR THE 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE AGENCY 

Proposal by the Executive Secretary . 

1. Although the Preparatory Commission has paid considerable 

attention to the urgent task of finding a suitable building 

for the Agency to use as temporary Headquarters, and various 

possibilities open to the Agency have already been studied in 

some detail, there is now hardly time before the General 

Conference opens for the Preparatory Commission to carry this 

work forward to a stage at which it would be in a position 

to make precise recommendations to the Board of Governors. 

In addition, and apart from considerations of time, there is 

some reason for deferring a final decision on the temporary 

Headquarters until the premises have been chosen in which 

the General Conference will hold its second regular'session, 

in 1958, since it is highly desirable from an administrative 

point of view for the temporary Headquarters, to be as close 

as possible thereto. A further consideration is that, once 

the first Director General and some of the senior directing 

staff of the Agency have been appointed, it should be easier 

to form a clearer idea of the specific requirements of the 

different services of the Agency for space and facilities. 

Decisions on such matters will also have to be taken somewhat 

later if requests to the Austrian authorities for the duplicate 

adaptation of buildings and provision of facilities are to be 

avoided, and the expenses which the Austrian Government has 

generously consented to bear are to be kept to a minimum. 
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2. Notwithstanding these considerations, it will clearly 

be desirable for the Board of Governors to take up very soon 

the task of finding a temporary Headquarters for the Agency; 

and it is proposed that the Executive Secretary should be ^ 

authorized, in his capacity as Secretary General of the ' 

General Conference, to make a report to the Board at that time 

in the name of the Preparatory,Commission, briefly outlining . 

the stage which the negotiations with the Austrian authorities 

have by then reached. At the same time, the Secretary,General 

would make the following additional points: 

(a) No reply has been sent to the communication of 

1 June 1957 in. which the Austrian authorities made 

proposals for headquarters.facilities for the 

.Agency (IAEA/PC/W.44). It is important that a 

reply, even of an interim character, should be 

made as soon' as possible,- if only to serve as an 

* official acceptance of the generous offer of the 

Austrian authorities to make a contribution to the 

cost of providing and equipping the Agency's 

temporary Headquarters, and to indicate in general 

terms what form it would be desirable for that 

contribution to take; 

(b) With reference to the Austrian proposals of 

1 June, those relating to the Stadtschulratgebaude 

and the Opernringhof must be rejected, because' 

both of the buildings are too small. The 

Spital der Kaufmannschaft is certainly large, enough 

for the Agency during its first year and offers 

.certain advantages such as ready availability, 

easy convertibility into offices, and room for 

expansion. On the other hand, it has certain 

disadvantages, such as its distance from the 

centre of the city and from any possible site for 

meetings of the General Conference, the need to 

construct a conference room for the Board of 

Governors, and the necessity for the Agency to 

establish a city office as well; 
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(c) The Austrian authorities intend to convert part 

of a wing of the Hofburg into a complex comprising a 

very large conference hall, a number of smaller meeting 

rooms and ancillary offices to be used for international 

conferences and similar activities. They have unofficially 

suggested that the Agency might like to use these 

facilities for meetings of the General Conference and 

that, with this in view; it should establish its city 

office in the same wing of the Hofburg. The Austrian 

plans will require a large-scale reconstruction in the 

Hofburg and the conference complex will not be ready for 

at least two years. The General Conference would not be 

able to hold its second regular session there, and the 

proposal does not, therefore, offer the Agency an immediate 

solution to its problem. However, the excellent situation 

of the Hofburg in the heart of the city, the size of the 

chambers that are to be converted into conference halls and 

the variety of office accommodation which could perhaps, in 

certain circumstances, be made available makes the proposal 

of the greatest interest to the Agency, and the Board will, 

no doubt, wish to consider it in detail at an early date;' 

(d) The facilities which the Austrian authorities have 

placed at the Agency's disposal in the Musikakademie 

are proving satisfactory. In view of the need to gain 

further time in which to consider where the temporary 

headquarters should eventually'be located, it is highly 

desirable, in the opinion of the Preparatory Commission, 

for the Agency to prolong its occupation of these facilities 

until the second session of the General Conference, although 

they alone will be insufficient to accommodate the staff 

of the Agency at the full strength proposed for the first 
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I/ 
year by the Preparatory Commission in its report. The 

Preparatory Commission is strengthened in this view by-

the fact that the Ratsaal in the Musikakademie has already 

been successfully adapted for its use as a conference room, 

and could similarly serve as a temporary meeting place for 

the Board of Governors, there would thus be no need to 

construct or equip further conference facilities for the 

time being; -

(e) The Preparatory Commission is of the opinion that, 

in view of the housing shortage in,Vienna, it should be 

made clear to the Austrian authorities,'that the Agency 

will expect from them every possible assistance to ensure 

the provision of private accommodation both for the Agency's 

staff and for Members' delegations to the Agency;- and 

(f) The Preparatory Commission considers it would be 

desirable to hold the second regular session of the 

General Conference in the Konzerthaus. In this way much 

of the equipment and facilities which have been made, 

available for the General Conference this year could be 

used again; there would also be the great administrative -

advantage that the Secretariat would have office space 

immediately adjacent to the General Conference site. 

The Preparatory Commission accordingly suggests that it 

would be prudent to negotiate,the necessary agreement to 

hold the second regular session of the'General Conference in 

the Konzerthaus with the Austrian authorities at a very 

early date, and it believes that the conclusion of such an 

agreement would be greatly facilitated if the General 

Conference were to hold that session in the month of July 

or August 1958. 

l/ A very tentative estimate indicates that if space for 
about thirty members of the documents services (production, 
distribution, etc.) could be retained in the Konzerthaus, 
additional office accommodation for between fifty and 
seventy-five members of the staff would probably have 
to be found outside the Musikakademie'in the latter half 
of next year. . -


