
29 HIL Annual Report 2010 

A. 13 Educational and science popularisation activities at HIL 
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For many years the Laboratory has been strongly involved in education and science 
popularisation. Guided tours at HIL have become our regular activity. These "live" 
lessons on the cyclotron and nuclear physics continue to enjoy popularity in high schools, 
including ones from outside Warsaw. During the guided tour visitors can see the control 
room and the cyclotron, get acquainted with facilities installed in the Laboratory and 
experiments performed here. Short lectures providing basic introduction to the nuclear 
physics and principles of the cyclotron operation are also offered, especially to high school 
students. Tours are free of charge. 

In 2010 we have attracted the highest number of visitors so far about 50 organised 
groups, which amounts to almost 1200 people. High-school classes were the largest cate-
gory of our visitors, but we also welcomed students from various faculties of the University 
of Warsaw, including Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics, as well as from the 
Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń and the Warsaw University of Technology. Fi-
nalists of the Interschool Competition in Physics and Chemistry "EUREKA", participants 
of the Summer School of Physics and several groups of physics teachers were also among 
our visitors. 

In 2010 for the 14th time, HIL participated in the annual Festival of Science. We 
organised a series of panel discussions on subjects related to nuclear physics and its ap-
plications in technology and medicine. These meetings took place in evenings from 20 
September till 22 September and were accompanied by guided tours of the cyclotron. 
During the same week we also organised so-called Festival Lessons for secondary school 
classes. These simple lectures, addressed to youths of age 14-15. attracted large attention. 

As a part of the pan-European event "Researchers' Night", a more informal presenta-
tion of our Laboratory was prepared in the evening of 24 September. We demonstrated 
various equipment from a nuclear physicist toolbox, starting from very simple and old. to 
modern and sophisticated ones. Every guest was invited to bring a potentially radioac-
tive substance (e.g. soil, drinking water, building materials, food — any everyday use 
product) and the most active one has been chosen by open competition. Our visitors had 
an opportunity to talk to physicists and ask them all kind of questions, concerning not 
only the science, but also their motivations of choosing this career path. 

The Sixth Polish Workshop on Acceleration and Applications of Heavy Ions was or-
ganised at HIL in October 2010 (see Sec. A.14 of this Report). HIL staff members are 
also engaged in supervising MSc and PhD theses — see Sec. D.l. In summer a four-week 
training was organised for several students from the Warsaw University of Technology. 


