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This year we pay a tribute to Maria Skłodowska-Curie on the occasion of the 100th 
anniversary of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry awarded to her for the discovery of polonium and 
radium. 

-Curie, through her masterly conducted research and quantitative 
characterization of faint traces of new elements, opened a pathway to applications of tracer 
atoms method in investigation of chemical reactions and industrial processes. Her lectures and 
papers inspired physicists to study atomic structure and atomic nucleus, as well as suggested 
a quantum nature of the subatomic world and a possible practical use of atomic energy. 
The availability of radium, she has discovered and managed to extract from uranium ore, 
opened new possibilities of curing patients suffering from cancer. To obtain a broader use of 
the "curietherapy" she had to create something new and unknown beforehand - a cooperation 
between scientists, politicians, and industry. 

Yet another new idea introduced by her to the scientific research was conception of 
international scientific teams she used to organize in her laboratory. Since then progress in 
physics, especially in the nuclear field, has been usually connected with collective efforts of 
young researchers. Thanks to her leadership and atmosphere she created in the laboratory 
numerous pupils of Madame Curie have achieved a broad recognition including awards of the 
Nobel Prize. 

-Curie to advancing the science in Poland, and especially 
to the development of Polish radiation and nuclear laboratories, cannot be overestimated. She 
founded centers of research and radiotherapy, donated instrumentation and samples of radium, 
initiated new programmes, but first of all - she trained numerous Polish scientists in her 
laboratory. 

-Curie in science, to discuss 
practical implications of her discoveries, and to recognize her impact on the organization of 
research, especially in Poland. 
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