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Mr Sagayama, distinguished representatives from the GIF, ladies and gentlemen,  

On behalf of the International Atomic Energy Agency, I would like to welcome all of you to the        

3rd GIF-IAEA Joint Workshop on the safety of sodium-cooled fast reactors (SFRs). 

This meeting is the first step of a 2-week “marathon” for the Fast Reactor community: the present 
workshop and the GIFIAEA-INPRO Interface Meeting this Thursday and Friday, and finally, the FR13 
Conference next week in Paris, which – it is worth mentioning – also includes a Panel where the 
outcomes of this Workshop will be presented to, and discussed with, about 700 participants from all 
over the world. 

This Workshop has also a particular meaning as it represents a fundamental milestone in the close 
collaboration between the Generation IV International Forum and the IAEA in the field of safety of 
sodium-cooled fast reactors.  

Let me briefly remind you that the first GIF – IAEA joint SFR workshop, titled “Operational and Safety 
Aspects of Sodium-Cooled Fast Reactors”, was held in June 2010 and mainly addressed the operating 
experience and the safety fundamentals of SFR designs, as well as the safety characteristics and 
goals of the future SFRs. 

Then, the second joint Workshop held in November 2011, just some months after the March 11th 
tragic event, was particularly focused on the safety implications of the lessons learned from the 
Fukushima-Daiichi accident on the design of innovative SFRs.  Another important issue discussed in 
the second Workshop was how to harmonize the safety approaches and goals for the next 
generation SFRs, thus contributing to the harmonization of the safety criteria for GEN IV sodium-
cooled fast reactors. 

As a natural follow-up of the second GIF-IAEA Joint Workshop, this Workshop is devoted to the 
safety design criteria for SFR, including safety approach and requirements on general plant design.  

Let me underline that the discussion on the safety design criteria for innovative SFRs comes at a very 
timely moment as, on one side the GIF has just released its first interim report on the subject which 
will constitute the basis for the discussion in this workshop, and on the other side the IAEA has been 
starting to critically review the applicability of its Safety Requirements for “Design of Nuclear Power 
Plants” and for “Safety Assessment for Facilities and Activities” to advanced reactor designs, and in 
particular to innovative SFRs. 

Before concluding my remarks, I would like to express my sincere appreciations to the participants 
from GIF members, representatives of US-NRC, KINS, IRSN, other Technical Support Organizations 
and my colleagues from the Department of Nuclear Safety and Security.  I also would like to thank 
the Scientific Secretaries of the Agency for the preparation of this Workshop. I wish you all a very 
successful meeting. 

Thank you.  


