
Accelerators 
at school 

Lates t sub jec t c o v e r e d b y the 
CERN A c c e l e r a t o r S c h o o l w a s ' A p 
pl ied G e o d e s y o f Part ic le A c c e l e r 
a t o r s ' , w h i c h a t t r a c t e d an i m p r e s 
s ive n u m b e r o f o u t s i d e pa r t i c i pan ts 
t o CERN f o r a w e e k in A p r i l . 

S ince the f o re runne rs o f t o d a y ' s 
par t ic le acce le ra to rs w e r e d e m o n 
s t ra ted o v e r 5 0 yea rs a g o , the 
pos i t i on ing o f acce le ra to r c o m p o 
nen ts has p r o g r e s s e d f r o m the 
l abo ra to ry b e n c h - t o p t o tunne ls 
t e n s o f k i l ome t res l o n g . Desp i te 
th is p h e n o m e n a l g r o w t h in s ize, 
sub-mi l l ime t re accu racy is st i l l 
requ i red . 

Even w i t h n e w a ids such as s a 
te l l i te -based pos i t i on i ng and t w o -
w a v e l e n g t h laser m e a s u r e m e n t , 
ensur ing such p rec is ion f o r b ig 
mach ines w i t h t h o u s a n d s o f s e p 
arate c o m p o n e n t s has p o s e d s p e 
cial p r o b l e m s . In i ts in imi tab le w a y . 

The course on geodesy for particle 
accelerators, arranged by the CERN 
Accelerator School, attracted an impressive 
number of participants from outside. Left 
to right, Helmut Moritz of Graz Technical 
University, Austria, and Claude Boucher 
and Henri-Marcel Dufour of the French 
National Geographical Institute. 

(Photo CERN 248.4.86) 

CERN has m a d e i ts o w n spec ia l 
m a r k on the t e c h n o l o g y o f g e o d e s y 
o v e r t he years . 

T h e schoo l a lso co inc ided w i t h 
the re t i rement o f Jean Gerva ise , 
d o y e n o f the CERN A p p l i e d G e o d 
e s y / S u r v e y g roup . 

T h e nex t sess ion o f t he CERN 
A c c e l e r a t o r Schoo l is a bas ic 
cou rse on General A c c e l e r a t o r 
Phys ics f r o m 1 5 - 2 6 S e p t e m b e r 
at A a r h u s , D e n m a r k , and w i l l lead 
o n t o a m o r e a d v a n c e d cou rse in 
a b o u t a year . M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 
f r o m M r s . S. v o n W a r t b u r g , CERN 
A c c e l e r a t o r S c h o o l , LEP D iv i s ion , 
CERN, 1 2 1 1 Geneva 2 3 , Sw i t ze r 
land . 

Jean Gervaise 
retires 
High energy accelerators only 
function well if someone has 
taken the trouble to put them 
in the right place and ensure 
that all their thousands of 
components are precisely 
positioned. Thus on his retire
ment in April, numerous tri
butes were paid to Jean Ger
vaise, a member of CERN's 
brilliant survey and alignment 
team from the days of the 
construction of the Proton 
Synchrotron in the 1950s. 
Under his leadership, the 
group has always been at 
the forefront of technology 
and has developed new ver
sions of several instruments 
which have gone on to be 
used in other fields. In his 
meticulous work he retained 
the human touch and could 
regale his listeners with apo
cryphal stories about Roman 
villas and toilet doors. 

Jean Gervaise — a remarkable professional 
reputation. 
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