
The distinguished speakers at CERN's 30th 
Anniversary ceremony in a hall of the 
Intersecting Storage Rings (the base of the 
Split Field Magnet can be seen in the 
background). At the podium is Isidore Rabi, 
who had launched the 'CERN resolution' 
at the 1950 UNESCO Conference. From 
left to right are: Pierre Aubert, Sir Alec 
Merrison, King Juan Carlos of Spain, Herwig 
Schopper, Hubert Curien and Peter Brooke. 

(Photo CERN 823.9.84) 

September marked the 30th Anni
versary of the coming into force of 
the Convention establishing the Eu
ropean Organization for Nuclear Re
search (CERN). A formal ceremony, 
attended by the King of Spain, was 
the highlight of the celebrations. 
Throughout the month, an exhibition 
of many of the important documents 
f rom CERN's early history (including 
the original Convention, kindly 
loaned by UNESCO, wi th the signa
tures of representatives of the 
twelve founding States) was pre
sented at CERN. A concert by the 
Geneva Orchestre de la Suisse Ro
mande was given in CERN's honour. 
An Open Day at the Laboratory drew 
thousands of visitors. A full day's 
'history seminar' enabled a team 
presently working on CERN history 
to consult wi th many of the 
pioneers. 

The exhibition of documents f rom 
the days of CERN's genesis traced 

the remarkable efforts to achieve the 
twin goals of establishing a wor ld-
class research Laboratory and of a 
concrete step towards European co
operation. It included the text of the 
speech of Louis de Broglie (actually 
read by Raoul Dautry) to the Euro
pean Cultural Conference at Lau
sanne in December 1949, which is 
often quoted as the first public ex
pression of the ideas on scientific 
collaboration which were circulating 
at that t ime. 

This speech called for the estab
lishment of 'a Laboratory or Institu
tion where it would be possible to do 
scientific research in some way 
beyond the limits of the participating 
nations. Since it would be the prod
uct of the co-operation of a large 
number of European States, this 
body could be accorded greater re
sources than those available to na
tional Laboratories and could, in con
sequence, undertake tasks which by 

their size and cost are not open to 
national Laboratories. It would serve 
to coordinate the research and the 
results obtained, to compare tech
niques, to adopt and implement pro
grammes of work , wi th the collabo
ration of scientists f rom different na
t ions ' . Apart f rom not specifying the 
precise scientific field of research of 
the Laboratory, this proposal re
mains an excellent template for 
CERN, even after thirty years of 
CERN's existence. 

The next major thrust came at the 
UNESCO Conference at Florence in 
June 1950 and the exhibition in
cluded the resolution put forward by 
the USA delegation, spearheaded by 
Isidore Rabi, which authorized the 
UNESCO Director General ' to assist 
and encourage the formation and or
ganization of regional centres and 
laboratories in order to increase and 
make more fruitful the international 
collaboration of scientists in the 
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Louis de Broglie photographed in his office 
in Paris at the time when his speech to the 
Lausanne meeting of the European Cultural 
Conference publically launched the idea of 
a European science laboratory. 

(Photo Agence France Presse) 

search for new knowledge in fields 
where the effort of any one country 
in the region is insufficient for the 
task ' . The Director General, Pierre 
Auger, did his job of 'assisting and 
encouraging' so well that at a UNES
CO meeting in February 1952, the 
'provisional organization' — the Con
seil Européen pour la Recherche Nu
cléaire (from which the acronym 
CERN is drawn) — was created wi th 
Edoardo Amaldi as Secretary Gener
al. The meeting participants sent 
Rabi a telegram (also shown at the 
exhibition) saying ' W e have just 
signed the Agreement which consti
tutes the official birth of the project 
you fathered in Florence. Mother and 
child are doing well and the doctors 
send you their greetings'. 

On 1 July 1953 the Convention 
establishing the Organization was 
signed, subject to ratification, and it 
was this document which had pride 
of place at the exhibition. On 29 Sep

tember 1954, the ' instruments of 
ratification' of France and the Federal 
Republic of Germany were deposited 
wi th UNESCO, joining those of seven 
other European States and the 
threshold was passed for CERN to 
come formally into being. 

The History Seminar 

A great volume of information 
about these early days was ex
changed on 20 September when the 
small team of European science his
torians, financed by institutions in 
the CERN Member States, presented 
their work so far on CERN history to a 
gathering of some of the pioneers. 
W e pick out here just a few features 
of the discussions which do not of
ten find their way onto paper. 

Prior to the present history study, 
most of the writ ten history on CERN 
concentrates on the chronological 

sequence of events which brought 
the Organization into being and on 
the political forces at work at that 
t ime to achieve European collabora
t ion. There is less emphasis on the 
scientific motivation for selecting 
particle physics as the field of re
search and on the eagerness of the 
European scientists to have access 
to a high energy accelerator. 

The scientists at the seminar em
phasised the importance of the dis
coveries of the muon and of strange 
particles in the cosmic ray experi
ments of the preceding years. This 
carried t w o messages. One, the list 
of known particles was not consist
ent ; there were mysterious objects 
for which there was no explanation 
and thus there was a strong suspi
cion that the list was not complete. 
T w o , the masses of the strange par
ticles were high and the appropriate
ness of high energy accelerators for 
getting at them for thorough study 
was obvious. 

This last point, that accelerators 
were destined to take over, was en
capsulated in a lovely story related 
by Yves Goldschmidt-Clermont 
about the great cosmic ray physicist 
Cecil Powell. Apparently Powell 
called his cosmic ray team together 
for lunch and announced to them that 
the Birmingham synchrotron had 
come on the air wi th a proton beam 
energy of 1 GeV ! He finished his an
nouncement by the exclamation 
'Sauve qui peut ! ' 

T w o other stories illustrate the 
pioneering atmosphere and the ex
traordinary faith and courage of the 
people involved. They both concern 
Secretary General Edoardo Amaldi. 
Under pressure from the Geneva 
weather, to avoid a possible year's 
delay, Amaldi (with the support of 
Council) authorized construction on 
the Meyrin site before all the formal 
ratifications of the Convention were 
in place. Sir Ben Lockspeiser, then 
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Herwig Schopper thanks the Swiss 
authorities for the gift to CERN of a 
sculpture, visible on the left, by Piero Ischi. 

(Photo CERN 725.9.84) 

Council President, said 'Now we 
have another task — keeping Amaldi 
out of ja i l ! ' The second story con
cerns the legal complication of the 
dissolution of the provisional organi
zation some weeks before CERN 
came formally into being. The solu
t ion was to transfer all the assets to 
the Secretary General. Amaldi re
counts that during those weeks his 
amused young colleagues took very 
good care of h im! 

The Anniversary Ceremony 

On 21 September CERN was hon
oured by the presence of His Majesty 
Juan Carlos, the King of Spain, at a 
ceremony to mark the 30th anniver
sary. He was accompanied by Queen 
Sophia and the t w o Infantas. Other 
guests of honour were Swiss Federal 
Councillor P. Aubert, French Minister 
for Research and Technology H. Cu-
rien, Italian Minister for Research 
L. Granelli, Norwegian Minister for 
Culture L. R. Langslet, Spanish Min
ister for Energy C. Solchaga-Catalan, 
Spanish Secretary of State for Re
search Mrs. C. Virgili, and UK Parlia
mentary Under-Secretary of State 
for Education and Science P. Brooke. 
The ceremony was held in one of the 
intersection region halls of the now-
closed Intersecting Storage Rings. 

Council President Sir Alec Merri-
son was Master of Ceremonies and 
in his introductory speech said 
'CERN houses the largest complex of 
accelerators ever constructed, su
perbly operated by highly skilled en
gineers and technicians and ex
ploited to the full by international 
teams of physicists on a scale un
dreamt of by the founding fathers of 
CERN. W e should remember wi th 
gratitude that it is due to their vision 
and foresight that European high en
ergy physics is so flourishing today 
and it is no accident that the recent 
spectacular discoveries of the inter

mediate bosons and of the top quark 
have been made at CERN. CERN is a 
success, a very great success, the 
outstanding example of European 
and indeed of international collabora
tion in science'. 

Nobel Prize laureate Isidore Rabi 
reminisced about the formative days 
of the Organization and rejoiced in 
the achievements since then. 'When 
I first saw the ISR it gave me a feeling 
of exaltation even greater than when 
I first saw the Grand Canyon, be
cause this was a visible and human 
challenge to the unknown, an assen
tation of the innate human desire and 
determination to delve even further 
into the mysteries of creat ion. . . I 
have some disappointments, not 
about CERN itself, but about the fail
ure of the shining example of the suc
cess of CERN to be fol lowed in other 
fields of human endeavour. CERN il
lustrates how countries of different 
languages and different histories can 

join in the furtherance of human 
aspirations in the field of science'. 

Hubert Curien spoke on behalf of 
the Host States, France and Switzer
land, and stressed that ' the latest 
discoveries are not an end in them
selves, but a glorious milestone in 
the march and conquest of science'. 
Peter Brooke represented the Mem
ber States. 'If I may be allowed a 
flight of metaphor, we are in Europe 
engaged in the building of a cathe
dral . . . But a cathedral is a century in 
design and construction and in the 
meantime we seem sometimes to be 
bogged down in a building site. A t 
t imes like these it needs faith to lift 
one's imagination to what the cathe
dral will be like when we have com
pleted i t ; and that faith needs the 
assurance of seeing on the ground 
the evidence of what we have built 
already, the individual chapels which 
will come together in the span and 
vaulting of the whole. CERN is just 
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such a chapel, and it only takes a 
single glance to know that, soberly 
and seriously but wi th all the joys of 
the human condit ion, CERN does the 
task that it was set up to do ' . 

The King of Spain communicated 
the satisfaction of his country at be
ing reintegrated in CERN. 'After thirty 
years of research, CERN has demon
strated that no human endeavour of 
real importance can be carried out in 
isolation. W e can accept the words 
of George Sarton "science is funda
mentally international or, more pre
cisely, supernational. A t all t imes 
and in every place, scientists are 
compelled to collaborate and could 
not do otherwise even if they wished 
because their task is essentially the 
same. They are all climbing the same 
mountain and even if their paths di
verge sometimes, they are all aiming 
for the same goal. Thousands of 
scientists give their lives to that col
lective task like bees in their hive. 

and in this case the hive is the 
w o r l d " . ' 

'My country has rejoined CERN 
motivated by a determination to 
work because we wish to push to 
wards new frontiers of science while 
at the same time promoting the spir
itual and material progress of man in 
the framework of European solidari
t y . . . Spain is a young nation in the 
field of frontier research and this can 
manifest itself by bringing fresh en
thusiasm and devotion to this Euro
pean venture which we are joining, 
motivated by our double objective of 
full integration in Europe and im
provement in the level of science and 
technology in our country. I am very 
happy to be able to say this at CERN 
which, thanks to scientific research 
which daily surpasses what is pos
sible on a national scale and requires 
European solidarity, tries to convert 
into reality the old dream of a united 
Europe'. 

The ceremony concluded with the 
presentation to CERN by Pierre Au-
bert, on behalf of the Swiss, Geneva 
and Meyrin authorities, of a sculpture 
by Geneva sculptor Piero Ischi. Di
rector General Herwig Schopper ex
pressed the thanks of the Organiza
t ion. 'I would like to say again how 
conscious CERN is of how much its 
successes owe to the Member 
Sta tes. . . My wish, at the start of the 
new era which has opened for CERN 
wi th the beginning of LEP construc
t ion, is that these harmonious rela
tionships will be maintained and 
further strengthened for the good of 
Europe and of science.' 

A proud day for Spanish CERN staff member 
Georges Boixader (right) as he and King 
Juan Carlos of Spain watch Queen Sophie 
sign the CERN livre d'or' after the 30th 
anniversary ceremony. 

(Photo CERN 823.9.84) 
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