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SCK • CEN 2014 highlights I 04 far-reaching optimisation 

Making knowledge that has been gained, 

available to society: this is the aim of the 

SCK•CEN Academy for Nuclear Science and 

Technology. The training package has been 

expanded with courses on decommissioning 

techniques for nuclear installations and radiation 

protection in the medical sector. More than ever 

before, the specialists at the Belgian Nuclear 

Research Centre are sharing their expertise with 

the world.

SCK•CEN Academy shares 
expertise with the world
Decommissioning & Radioprotection in health care

SCK•CEN has many years of ex- 

perience with regard to nuclear science 

and technology. Its researchers 

perform innovative research day in 

day out and have major and unique 

nuclear installations available to them. 

Of course, SCK•CEN is known as an 

institute for nuclear research, but it is 

also a partner for training courses, both 

in Belgium and abroad.

Crucial knowledge about 
ionising radiation 
Preserving and extending nuclear 

knowledge is a key function of the 

Belgian Nuclear Research Centre.  The 

SCK•CEN Academy has been given 

the task of promoting the transfer of 

nuclear knowledge, skills and attitudes 

towards students and professionals, 

who work with radioactivity and its 

applications in a peaceful context. For 

this reason, it developed several courses 

for the training of expert personnel 

for the industrial sector and health 

care, in research environments and for 

policymakers. If they have thoroughly and 

safely mastered ionising radiation, then 

this will also lead to new applications that 

will benefit society.

Decommissioning nuclear installations
Various nuclear installations have reached the point when 

they need to be decommissioned. A great deal of expertise 

and experience about planning and techniques is needed to 

be able to bring such a time-consuming operation to a safe 

conclusion. The SCK•CEN Academy therefore developed a 

tailor-made training course under instructions from GDF SUEZ. 

Two sessions of an open training with a fixed programme were 

provided in Belgium in 2014. Participants came from the main 

companies and organisations in this country who are or will be 

involved in decommissioning projects. In the future, the SCK•CEN 

Academy will investigate whether there are opportunities 

to offer decommissioning training courses at a European 

level. In fact, SCK•CEN scientists have been invited to give 

presentations on the subject at professional conferences. 
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Radiation protection in the medical sector
Since many years the Belgian Nuclear Research Centre has 

provided training courses on radiation protection and regularly 

receives new assignments on the subject. As an extension to this, 

the training courses have now been expanded and adapted for a 

medical target audience. The SCK•CEN Academy developed a 

four-day training course for a group of service engineers employed 

at a manufacturer of medical imaging equipment. There has 

also been a collaboration with the Belgian federation for the 

medical technology industry: the target group are technicians 

who install and maintain medical equipment in hospitals,  

or provide technical assistance during medical interventions. 

In consultation with the Federal Agency for Nuclear Control 

(FANC), the SCK•CEN Academy also contributes to the 

CPD programme (Continuous Professional Development) for 

occupational physicians responsible for the medical monitoring 

of persons employed at nuclear companies, and everyone who 

is involved in the control and monitoring of radiation protection. 

They are obliged to follow additional training courses in order 

to renew their FANC accreditation. SCK•CEN provided some 

sessions in 2014 in which more than 50 doctors participated 

on every occasion.

New programme: waste and disposal
In the coming years, the SCK•CEN Academy will continue to 

offer its knowledge regarding the decommissioning of nuclear 

installations and radiation protection in the medical sector, in 

addition to its already extensive offering in other areas such 

as nuclear technology and materials, emergency planning, 

radiobiology and radioecology, etc. So what is the specific goal 

for 2015? A new training programme on waste and disposal 

of nuclear materials.

We gather nuclear 

knowledge and experience 

in the interests of science 

and society and transfer this 

to future generations.


