
Physics in the street 

to science have earned him a series 
of distinguished awards in recent 
years, including the European Physi
cal Society's High Energy and Parti
cle Physics prize in 1989. The Nobel 
comes as the well-deserved culmina
tion. 

CERN Director General Carlo Rubbia enjoys 
the action at 'CERN Day', the culmination on 
30 September of CERN's involvement in the 
Expo 92 World Fair fiesta in Seville. 

Culmination of CERN's involvement 
in the Expo 92 World Fair fiesta in 
Seville came on 30 September with 
in 'CERN Day' - the only day de
voted to science in the whole six-
month Expo 92 programme. A cast of 
nearly 500 scientists from all CERN's 
18 Member States brought Cinderella 
Science out of its dusty laboratory 
seclusion, dressed it up, and took it 
to the ball. 

CERN's permanent exhibition in 
Expo 92's Pavilion of the Universe, 
including a 27 metre long section of 
LEP 'tunnel', had already attracted 
one and a half million people, but for 
the CERN Day a carnival had been 
planned months in advance. With 
'discovery' the central theme of Expo 
92, the special CERN event stressed 
how scientists are the explorers of 
our age, having embarked on*the 
greatest voyage of all - back to the 
creation of the Universe. 

The event began conventionally 
enough with the official greeting of 
the CERN delegation, led by Director 

General Carlo Rubbia and Council 
President Sir William Mitchell, by 
Expo Commissioner-General Emilio 
Cassinello. The official business con
tinued with the opening ceremony at 
the central 'Palenque' with short 
speeches by the CERN Director 
General, Commissioner Cassinello, 
and Spain's Sepretary of State for 
Universities and Research Elias 
Fereres. 

Then came the awards for "The 
Young Scientist of the Future", a spe
cially-arranged pan-European com
petition. (The winners were: Austria -
Christoph Simon; Belgium - Stefan 
Rummens; Czech and Slovak Fed
eral Republic - Jiri Vanicek; Den
m a r k - Morten B. Pedersen; Finland 
- Ville Voipio; France - Frederick 
Jeske; Germany - Robert 
Nitzschmann; Greece- Marcallos 
Rallidis; Italy - Alberto De Fanis; 
Netherlands- Martijn Leisink; Norway 
- Joakim Bergli; Poland - Barbara 
Smalska; Portugal - Orlando 
Moreira; Spain - Ana Colorado-
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McEvoy and Rosa del Carmen 
Amores-Munoz and Jose Antonio 
Vega-Vidal; Sweden - Erik Brandin; 
Switzerland - Marco Ziegler; United 
Kingdom - Robin Michaels.) 

Outside the Palenque there were 
flashes, sparks and bangs as 200 

A cast of nearly 500 scientists from all 
CERN's 18 Member States took part in the 
fun. 

Y On duty for CERN Day at Seville were 
CERN Courier Advertising Manager 
Micheline Falciola (left) and Régine 
Chareyron from CERN's Visits Service. 

Helping Russian science 

The CERN Day at the Seville 
Expo 92 also included a forum 
on international aid for Russian 
fundamental science, with a 
proposât to establish an 
international foundation to 
protect the future of Russian 
science by providing additional 
support for individual teams or 
projects. The funding needed 
for this operation (supporting 
some 5000 scientists in all 
branches of science, from 
biology to mathematics) is 
estimated at around $100 
million. Following an appeal 
from Carlo Rubbia to President 
Mitterrand of France in Sep
tember 1991, a recommenda
tion was formulated at the G7 
Summit in Munich in July of 
this year. 

The Seville forum provided a 
valuable opportunity for the 
prime movers of this scheme to 
outline the next steps to be 
taken. 

The participants at the Forum 
were: Carlo Rubbia (CERN 
Director General); Jean 
Audouze (Conseiller Tech
nique à la présidence de 
la République Française); 
Boris Saltykov (Vice-Prime 
Minister of Russia); Hermann 
Strub (Ministerial Dirigent at 
the German Ministry for 
Research and Technology; 
Rainer Gerold (European 
Commission); and Elias 
Ferreres (Spanish Secretary of 
State for Universities and 
Research). 
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intrepid young physicists from 20 
countries, including The Flying Cir
cus of Physics' from Copenhagen 
and Amsterdam, began their dra
matic demonstrations of physics prin
ciples. Thousands of visitors partici
pated in the fun, which showed how 
fascinating science can be. Interac
tive video stations, with programmes 
specially developed at CERN in col
laboration with Olivetti, helped visi
tors explore science. 

The carnival continued with scien
tists and gymnasts, disguised as par
ticles, printed circuits, atoms and Ein
stein clones, dancing around a 
particle accelerator float. Throughout 
the day CERN's glamorous 'Les 
Horribles Cernettes' belted out their 
special brand of 'hardronic' rock with 
songs about the hassles of science 
life and how making it with physicists 
is tough. 

The day finished on a more serene 
note with the première of a 'Universe 
of Light' ballet playing to a packed 

auditorium at the Plaza of America. 
This specially-commissioned work 
featured scientifically accurate lyric 
verse by French astrophysicists Jean 
Audouze and Michel Cassé, music 
by Graciane Finzi, and a dance alle
gory of the Big Bang and the creation 
of the Universe with choreography by 
Jean Guizerix, Wilfride Piollet and 
Jean-Cristophe Paré from the Opéra 
de Paris. (The sound track, featuring 
film star Michel Piccoli, has been re
corded by Radio-France.) For more 
mundane tastes, a CERN scientist 
Latino funk band jammed on the cen
tral Expo 92 stage until late into the 
night. 

Tired but happy, the scientists pre
pared to return to their laboratories. 
'Genius, Originality and Participa
tion the scientists from CERN 
showed the public that physics can 
be really interesting,' applauded the 
Expo 92 Information Bulletin. Maybe 
physics should go to the ball more of
ten. 

The CERN Day at Seville finished with the 
première of a specially-commissioned 
'Universe of Light' ballet. 

DESY focuses on HERA 

On 1 October, a special 'Fest-
Kolloquium' at DESY marked the offi
cial start of the research programme 
at the new HERA electron-proton 
collider, which began operations ear
lier this year (July, page 2). The tim
ing could not have been better, as 
HERA performance had improved by 
a factor of ten during the two weeks 
beforehand. More than 600 guests 
assembled in one of the big halls pre
viously used for assembly of major 
components for HERA experiments. 

Introducing the ceremony, Volker 
Soergel, Chairman of the DESY Di
rectorate since 1981, after many 

years of presenting news bulletins of 
HERA construction progress, was 
proud to announce the start of opera
tions. 

Leonhard Hajen, Senator for Sci
ence and Research of the City of 
Hamburg, reflected his city's pride in 
being home to a major world Labora
tory. Hinrich Enderlein, Minister of 
Science, Research and Culture of 
Land Brandenburg reported the suc
cessful integration of the Zeuthen 
(formerly East Berlin) Laboratory into 
an enlarged DESY infrastructure. 
While similar research institutions 
were also being successfully inte

grated, overall economic integration 
was not proceeding so smoothly. 

After Vice-Chairman of the DESY 
Research Council Gustav Kramer 
congratulated the HERA team on 
their accomplishments, keynote 
speaker Christopher Llewellyn Smith, 
long a proponent of the benefits of 
electron-proton experimentation, 
painted a picture of the HERA experi
mental objectives which was well il
lustrated with appealing analogies. 

Gus Voss covered the HERA ma
chine and its most recent perform
ance. The machine is behaving as 
expected and Voss felt confident that 
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