
special scientific event. The following 
evening this encounter was screened 
on national TV. 

The atmosphere at the meeting was 
friendly and productive. For our 
Vietnamese colleagues it was a 
unique opportunity to make contact 
with world science after many years 
of isolation and of work in extremely 
difficult conditions. For us it meant 
getting to know a country which is 
emerging with energy and optimism 
after three decades of war. 

Vietnam is poor and the resources 
for science are extremely limited. But 
there is a long tradition of scientific 
culture, as shown by the many 
researchers of Vietnamese origin 
who are active abroad, especially in 
France. At present the country has 
an obvious predominance of theoreti
cal physicists with a rather formal 
orientation. 

This meeting offered a good oppor
tunity to create contacts with Western 
institutions which should hopefully 
lead to promising Vietnamese stu
dents being able to spend some time 
abroad. In turn this will help satisfy 
Vietnam's urgent need for qualified 
scientists to help and accelerate the 
country's technological development 
for a new era of prosperity. 

From Monica Pepe Altarelli 

UNIX at high energy 
physics Laboratories 

W ith more and more high 
energy physics Laborato
ries "downsizing" from 

large central proprietary mainframe 
computers towards distributed 
networks, usually involving UNIX 
operating systems, the need was 
expressed at the 1991 Computers in 
HEP (CHEP) Conference to create a 

group to consider the implications of 
this trend and perhaps work towards 
some common solutions to ease the 
transition for HEP users worldwide. 

UNIX was developed originally at 
the AT&T Bell Labs in the late 60s 
and from its early beginnings as an 
interesting tool in research labs, it 
has been developed into a general-
purpose operating system for a wide 
range of computers from desktops to 
mainframes and offered by a wide 
range of suppliers, especially 
workstation manufacturers. 

HEPiX was created at CHEP91 to 
group UNIX users and system 
administrators working in high energy 
physics Laboratories and cooperating 
academic institutes. After CHEP92, 
the group was structured along 
regional lines with a European and 
North American (USA plus Canada) 
chapters, with each chapter meeting 
approximately every six months. All 
meetings are open and anyone from 
any part of the HEP world is welcome 
to attend any meeting. 

The most recent meeting of the 
European group was in October 1993 
in Pisa and the minutes were pub
lished in the HEPiX newsgroup (see 
below) in December. The main 
theme which emerged was a general 
downsizing trend in many of the 
larger sites and its effect on HEP 
user groups and on the future direc
tions of computing support for HEP. 

A month later, the North American 
chapter met in SLAC (Stanford), and 
a report was published in January. 
Major topics at this meeting concen
trated on a new file system (AFS) 
which is starting to become popular 
at a number of sites, and the subject 
of "farming" - using clusters of UNIX 
workstations to provide high quality 
batch processing. 

The next events scheduled will 
include a meeting of worldwide 

HEPiX to follow the CHEP94 Confer
ence in San Francisco in April and a 
meeting of the European chapter in 
Paris some time in October. 

Between meetings, the group is 
active through electronic mail and 
Internet news. Other activities include 
a subgroup developing scripts to 
define a standard UNIX environment 
for use at HEP sites and another 
which produced a report comparing 
the different UNIX batch processing 
schemes used by HEP. 

The results of these and other 
activities are published in the news 
group (HEPNET.HEPIX) and stored 
on an archive server. An index of 
information published by HEPiX is 
available via the World Wide Web 
and much of this can be viewed or 
accessed via the Web directly. (An 
article on the World Wide Web will 
feature in a forthcoming issue.) 

There is no formal procedure to join 
HEPiX and all activities are publi
cized via the electronic mail list and 
the Usenet news group. Normally 
automatic procedures ensure the 
same information appears in both 
channels, so users may decide which 
channel they prefer. 

To subscribe to the mail list, send a 
message to hepix-
request@hepnet.hep.net (Internet) or 
hepnet::hepix-request (ES-DECnet) 
or hepix-request@hepnet (BITNET) 
where the first line of your message 
should be SUBSCRIBE. If you prefer 
to participate in the HEPIX discus
sion via netnews, subscribe to the 
newsgroup hepnet.hepix. 

For further information, contact Alan 
Silverman at CERN (e-mail 
Alan.Silverman©cern.ch) or Judy 
Nicholls at Fermilab 
(NICHOLLS@FNALV.FNAL.GOV). 

From Alan Silverman, HEPiX Euro
pean Coordinator 
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