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Mr Sagayama (former GIF Chair), Mr Stanculescu (GIF Technical Director), 

Mr Storrer (GIF Policy Director), Dear Participants, 

On behalf of the International Atomic Energy Agency, I warmly 

welcome you all to this 11th GIF-INPRO/IAEA Interface Meeting. 

We have participants from 8 Member States of the Generation IV 

International Forum,, the European Commission,, and the OECD 

NEA… Of course we have colleagues from my team, the Department 

of Nuclear Energy,,, as well as from the Department of Safeguards. 

This meeting is an excellent venue to exchange information on next 

generation reactor development activities and to review the status of 

cooperation between GIF and the IAEA… … We will also look into 

action items from the last Interface Meeting held in April 2016,, and 

to look at possible new areas of cooperation.  

We look forward to hearing about the progress in the development of 

6 advanced reactor concepts under GIF. And our presentations will 

focus on our activities in the IAEA, particularly those of the Nuclear 

Power Technology Development Section (NPTDS). 

The 10 Interface Meetings held so far testify to continued mutual 

interest and steady cooperation between GIF and the IAEA. This 

dialogue creates an important link between the Agency’s diverse 

efforts to support Member States and an important international R&D 

collaboration among several leading nuclear technology nations.  

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

The Agency’s latest projections for 2030 show that the global nuclear 

power capacity will expand by between 1.9% in the low and 56% in 

the high case scenario. This includes the replacement of 150 Gw of 

capacity, simply because 60% of the 450 operating reactors are over 

30 years of age and about 15% of them are over 40 years of age… 

Some may operate up to 60 years, but many will be retired within the 

next two decades. Combined with strong new build in developing 
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countries, particularly in Asia, this suggests expanding room for next 

generation reactors. But there is a strong need to intensify the RD&D 

programmes to prepare next generation reactor designs for 

commercial deployment……………………………… 

Nuclear power is the second best low-carbon electricity source, after 

hydro, over lifecycle emissions… With large capacities and its 

dispatchable output, it can contribute significantly to meeting the 

Paris Agreement goal of limiting global temperature rise well below 

2°C above pre-industrial levels… It can help Member States achieve 

the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.  

This is exactly where innovative technologies come in… They could 

further reduce greenhouse gas emissions and extend the role of 

nuclear power into new applications. We here, at the Interface 

Meeting, will discuss the increased role of evolutionary nuclear 

systems,,, including small modular reactors, nuclear cogeneration, 

next generation reactors and advanced fuel cycles. This meeting can 

also help identify the demands for the GIF and IAEA’s cooperation 

areas and assist us in developing proper programmes to cope with the 

challenges of developing evolutionary nuclear systems. …………….. 

As you know, our INPRO Section and the Nuclear Power Technology 

Development Section took the lead for organizing this meeting… Let 

us give a hand to Scientific Secretaries Kyungwon Rho and Frederik 

Reitsma,,, and to Lorena Tagani on the administration side,, for their 

efforts. [applaud] 

I also appreciate contributions from the Department of Safeguards and 

from our Planning Economic Studies Section. This diversity and input 

makes this meeting certainly more informative and productive. 

Hoping that our discussions over the next two days strengthen the 

cooperation between GIF and the IAEA, I wish you all a successful 

meeting and a pleasant stay in Vienna…………………… Thank you! 


