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Dear Chairman Kelly, GIF Participants and IAEA Colleagues,  

 

On behalf of the International Atomic Energy Agency and Division of Nuclear 

Power I wish to welcome our colleagues from the Generation IV International 

Forum to this 9th GIF-IAEA Interface Meeting. Today, we welcome GIF 

participants from 8 Member States, the EC and the OECD, representing 

developments on 6 advanced nuclear reactor concepts, and IAEA participants 

representing 3 Departments of the Agency: Nuclear Energy, Nuclear Safety and 

Security, and Safeguards. 

 

I am very pleased that I can meet with my old friends and colleagues in GIF to let 

you know of my recent transfer to the IAEA. I am new to the Agency, having 

started my duties as Director of the Nuclear Power Division this week. However, 

as some of you know, I have been a member of the GIF Expert Group for several 

years and I have been involved in the issues that this Interface Meeting deals 

with throughout my professional career. Before coming here, I worked at the 

Institute of Nuclear and New Energy Technology of Tsinghua University, primarily 

in the field of High Temperature Gas-cooled Reactor. 

 

This week, the Agency also holds the regular meeting of the IAEA Board of 

Governors. Nuclear Technology Review 2015 is discussed in this Board and will be 

provided to Member States as an information document during the 59th Regular 

Session of the General Conference.  

 

I want to mention some implications of Nuclear Technology Review 2015 

connecting with the Interface Meeting, because this meeting is an opportunity 

not only to review the status and progress made in the action items agreed to at 



the last Interface meeting held in March 2014 between GIF and the IAEA, but also 

to consider potential areas of new cooperation.  

 

According to NTR 2015, slightly more than half of the 438 operating reactors are 

more than 30 years old and about 14% of them are more than 40 years old. 

Although some may continue to operate for up to 60 years, many will be retired 

from service within the next two decades. This, combined with strong growth in 

nuclear construction in emerging nuclear power economies, particularly in Asia, 

suggests expanding room for next generation reactors in coming decades. There 

is a necessity to further strengthen the RD&D programs to prepare next 

generation reactor designs for commercial deployment. 

 

I look forward to hearing about the progress in the development of GIF reactor 

systems, and we have prepared a number of presentations to communicate our 

activities in the IAEA, particularly those of the Nuclear Power Technology 

Development Section (NPTDS). These presentations, in parallel with GIF 

presentations on next generation reactor systems, will give us a fuller opportunity 

to discuss the overall picture of the advancement in nuclear reactor technologies. 

 

Next, I want to refer to nuclear safety and security. According to NTR 2015, safety 

improvements continued to be made at nuclear power plants throughout the 

world. These have included identifying and applying lessons learned from the 

Fukushima Daiichi accident, improving the effectiveness of defence in depth, 

strengthening emergency preparedness and response capabilities, enhancing 

capacity building, and protecting people and the environment from ionizing 

radiation. A very high level of nuclear safety and security are necessary to 

increase and maintain the support of the general public. These issues will be 

covered under the “Safety topical session” and the “Proliferation resistance topical 

session” this afternoon. 

 

It is my strong belief that safety depends directly on technology, and next 

generation reactors will be designed to be as safe or safer than reactors being 

constructed today. Experts engaging in nuclear reactor technology development 



should put the highest priority on safety and take notice of the .innovations, 

research and development in the post-Fukushima era. The recent IAEA's eighth 

International Experts Meeting (IEM8) focussed on Strengthening Research and 

Development Effectiveness in the Light of the Accident at Fukushima Daiichi 

Nuclear Power Plant. The meeting was attended by some 150 experts 

representing 35 Member States of the IAEA and five international organisations. 

Many of the research and development (R&D) topics identified at the meeting 

may also be relevant to the next generation reactors. 

 

Although safety is the most important issue, it is not the only thing necessary to 

make nuclear power successful. Economic feasibility should be optimized together 

with other essential design features. For this purpose, INPRO developed and 

updated the INPRO Methodology on Economics and GIF, PESS and INPRO have 

closely cooperated on economic benchmarking exercises to assure that IAEA and 

GIF analysis tools produce comparable and consistent results. You can find the 

related topics in “Economic topical session” tomorrow morning.  

 

Last year, IAEA Director General Mr Amano upgraded the INPRO Group to 

Section level, which should help us to offer improved services to Member States 

in the future. The INPRO Section will give short briefs of certain current scope of 

activities that may be relevant to future cooperation with GIF.  

 

Before concluding my remarks, I want to let you know that our two former 

Scientific Secretaries of the GIF-INPRO Interface Meetings, Mr Jon Phillips and Mr 

Stefano Monti, have been appointed as the Section Head of INPRO and the 

Section Head of NPTDS as of last December 2014 and February 2015, 

respectively. 

 

I wish you all a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Vienna.  

 

Thank you for your attention and participation in this very important meeting. 

 


