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On behalf of the Department of Nuclear Energy I would like to welcome you to Vienna and to open this fifth 

GIF/INPRO Interface Meeting. It is my first GIF/IAEA meeting as Deputy Director General and INPRO Project 

Manager, and looking at the agenda, we have a large amount of work to do in a very short time. 

I would like to make some comments about the upcoming IAEA budget and planning cycle for 2012/2013 

which we have just completed and some specific priorities for our Department during this period. 

Major Programme 1 provides core scientific and technical support to Member States in the fields of nuclear 

power, nuclear fuel cycle and material technologies, research reactor operation and nuclear science. It builds 

capacity for energy and nuclear energy system analysis and planning; and for infrastructure development for 

new power and research reactors. It also supports the development of innovations that contribute to 

sustainable nuclear energy. 

We have established several priorities for the Department of Nuclear Energy in 2012/2013: 

Given the continued rising expectations for nuclear power, we will provide increased support to Member 

States which consider launching or expanding nuclear power programmes, uranium mining or other fuel cycle 

activities. 

Another priority is improved sharing of good practices in spent fuel management, waste management and 

disposal, as well as expanded international cooperation on closed fuel cycles and innovative technologies. 

Also, increased support to Member States to advance research, nuclear science and the production of medical 

radioisotopes are among our priorities, as well as increased support to human resources development for 

nuclear power, research reactors and nuclear science. 

Compared to the previous biennium 2010/2011, increased emphasis will be put on Programmes 1.1, Nuclear 

Power, and 1.2, Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Materials Technologies. 

I would also like to mention two new extrabudgetary initiatives which will be significant over the next few 

years and are managed by my department: 

a) A Low Enriched Uranium (LEU) Bank 
 

The Board of Governors approved in 2010 the establishment of an IAEA Low Enriched Uranium (LEU) Bank to 

provide a supply of LEU for nuclear power generation. This initiative would not in any way affect Member 

States' nuclear fuel cycle options and will be funded exclusively through extrabudgetary contributions. 

Payments have been received to date in the amount of $55 million out of the pledged total of $150 million. 

b) The Peaceful Uses Initiative (PUI) 

The Peaceful Uses Initiative was announced in May 2010 at the NPT Review Conference. The plan is to raise 

$100 million in extrabudgetary contributions over five years for Agency activities, including, but not limited to, 



 

 

uses of nuclear energy in the areas of nuclear power infrastructure development, food security, water 

resource management and human health. 

International cooperation and collaboration are instrumental to both of our missions and objectives. I am 

looking to forward to hearing from GIF about the status of the GIF systems, and we have prepared a number of 

presentations where we can compare similar activities in the IAEA with the GIF programmes. 

In addition to an update on the GIF Systems and the Action Items from last meeting which include updates on 

shared methodologies for Proliferation Resistance, Economics, and Safety, we are expecting discussion of new 

areas of potential cooperation such as Modelling and Simulation, SMRs, Advanced Fuel Cycles including 

Thorium, and Education and Training. 

Finally Friday morning after the official meeting, an informal discussion will be held on the next workshop for 

sodium cooled fast reactors. The goal is to agree on terms of reference and specific logistics for a second 

workshop later this year. 

At the end of this meeting, we expect to agree on a concrete list of priority areas for continuing and possibly 

expanding cooperation between GIF and INPRO. 

Thank you for your attention and participation in this very important meeting. 

 


