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Mr Sagayama, dear Participants and Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 6th GIF/INPRO Interface Meeting on behalf of the 
Department of Nuclear Energy.  

The fact that this is already the 6th joint meeting between the Generation IV International 
Framework and the International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles is an 
indication of the excellent and mutually beneficial cooperation between the two initiatives, which 
has evolved and become stronger over the years. 

First, I wish to inform you about the priorities of the Department of Nuclear Energy, and these I 
expect to be relative stable throughout my tenure. I will also highlight developments in INPRO and 
new activities that are particularly relevant for our cooperation with GIF. 

An important new priority has been added since Fukushima, and that is to ensure a strong 
contribution from the Nuclear Energy Department to the implementation of the Agency’s Action 
Plan on Nuclear Safety. Our Department has substantial expertise and we have much to contribute.  

It is my strong belief that safety depends directly on technology, and next generation reactors and 
the corresponding fuel cycle facilities will be designed to be as safe or safer and more stable than 
technology available today. 

Next on the priority list is support for operating reactors, expanding programmes, new programmes, 
uranium mining and the back-end of the nuclear fuel cycle. Here my goals are to expand our services 
and products in all areas.  

Another priority is increasing knowledge and awareness about nuclear waste. The goals are to 
increase public awareness about existing experience in safe and efficient nuclear waste management 
and promote good practices in this area. 

Furthermore, we want to reinforce Agency efforts to create a level playing field through a strong 
role in international discussions and studies on climate change, sustainable development and 
financing, as part of the UN Secretary General’s initiative “Sustainable Energy for All”. 

Concerning research reactors, the priorities are to support conversion from high enriched uranium 
to low enriched uranium, help improve utilization and aging management, the production of medical 
radioisotopes, and publish milestones for a country’s first research reactor. 

And last but not least are advanced technology and INPRO. Here the priorities are maintaining a 
strong exchange of information on advanced technologies, particularly with newcomer countries, 
and strengthening INPRO activities on Nuclear Energy System Assessments, a global vision for 
sustainability, the Dialogue Forum and institutional and technological innovations.   

Advanced technologies and the closing of the fuel cycle through a transition from thermal to fast 
reactors will remain a high priority for the Nuclear Energy Department. 
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Also, I wish to integrate the services we provide to nuclear newcomers into one holistic package: this 
includes  

 support in energy planning, in particular for developing countries 

 nuclear infrastructure review – or INIR - missions to countries establishing new programmes,  

 missions to train and assist newcomers in undertaking Nuclear Energy System Assessments 
(NESA) using the INPRO methodology and  

 assistance in nuclear knowledge management. 

Let me say a few words now about INPRO’s development. In terms of organizational structure within 
the Department, the INPRO Group has now been recognized as a distinct entity in the Division of 
Nuclear Power, similar to the Infrastructure Group and the two Sections. At the last INPRO Steering 
Committee in November 2011, the INPRO Action Plan for 2012 and 2013 was approved, as well as a 
mid-term strategy and vision for INPRO’s development to 2017. For this biennium, INPRO’s activities 
are organized in 4 major projects; they are 

 National Long Range Nuclear Energy Strategies 

 Global Nuclear Energy Scenarios 

 Technical and Institutional Innovations, and 

 Policy and the INPRO Dialogue Forum. 

Among the new activities I want to highlight a few that would contribute to closing the fuel cycle: 

SYNERGIES is a new collaborative project which will examine the various forms of collaboration 
among nuclear technology suppliers and users and the driving forces and impediments to achieving 
globally sustainable nuclear energy systems. The study will be based on results of the completed 
GAINS project which investigated innovative nuclear systems based on thermal and fast reactors 
including closed fuel cycles. 

While there are national and international efforts on technology development for innovative nuclear 
reactors and fuel cycles, roadmaps for a transition to globally sustainable nuclear energy systems 
still need to be elaborated. A new activity will integrate the outputs of several INPRO activities to 
develop such roadmaps. 

Another planned activity will review innovative reactor concepts for prevention of severe accidents 
and mitigation measures, which are expected to receive increased attention following the 
Fukushima Daiichi accident. Prevention is crucial for public acceptance and for the sustainability of 
nuclear energy. 

Finally, I want to mention the new PROSA Collaborative Project, a follow up activity of the PRADA 
project; PROSA is now developing a coordinated set of proliferation resistance and safeguards 
assessment tools from both the GIF and INPRO methodologies. The goal is to make the assessment 
process and the results more easily understood by the users – tomorrow we will hear more about 
this new activity. 

Randy Beatty will brief us on the developments in the GIF/INPRO cooperation since the last meeting. 
I only want to mention here that I am very pleased with the results of the joint December workshop 
on safety aspects of sodium cooled fast reactors, which will be presented at the end of today. 

I look forward to hearing about the progress in the development of GIF reactor systems and wish 
you all a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Vienna. 

Thank you.  


