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Hello everyone. 

I am very pleased to welcome you all to this virtual side event 

marking the 20th anniversary of the IAEA’s International Project on Innovative 

Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles – INPRO. 

I thank the distinguished speakers from Member States and the 

Generation IV International Forum, who are joining us from all parts of 

the world. 

Let me begin by saying that I believe that nuclear power has a bright 

future. 

There is growing recognition around the world that it can make an 

important contribution to combatting climate change, while helping 

countries to secure clean, reliable, round-the-clock electricity to power 

their economies.  

I also believe that considerably more use will need to be made of 

nuclear power if the world is to have a reasonable chance of meeting 

climate change goals. 

Technological innovation will be vital in making that happen. 



2 
 

The IAEA actively encourages innovation and INPRO is one of the 

main vehicles for this.  

INPRO was established in 2000 to support the long-term 

sustainable development and deployment of nuclear energy to help meet 

the world’s growing energy needs in the 21st century. 

A platform and collaboration hub for nuclear technology holders 

and users, it focuses on innovation in areas such as waste management, 

proliferation resistance, physical protection and safety. 

INPRO has supported Member States in long-term strategic 

planning and in collaboration on innovations in nuclear reactors, fuel 

cycles and institutional approaches.  

INPRO’s 42 Members – 41 countries plus the European 

Commission – include States with long experience of nuclear power 

generation, as well as countries which are starting out. I look forward to 

welcoming Ghana as a new member soon. 

The results of INPRO’s work are available to all IAEA Member 

States. 

I thank Member States for their financial, human resource and 

technical contributions to INPRO. 

I congratulate all Members of INPRO, and my colleagues in the 

INPRO Section of our Department of Nuclear Energy. You can take 

pride in the significant achievements of the last 20 years.  
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I am confident that INPRO will continue to contribute to an 

exciting future for nuclear energy in the decades to come. 


