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OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
OF THE GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG 

 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL A 

No. 578 of 9 July 2020 

 

Law of 6 July 2020 on third-party liability for damage related to a nuclear incident and 
amending 

(1) the Law of 20 April 2009 on environmental liability with regard to the prevention 
and remediation of environmental damage, as amended; and 

(2) the Law of 21 April 1989 on civil liability for defective products, as amended. 

We Henri, Grand Duke of Luxembourg, Duke of Nassau, 

Having heard the opinion of our Council of State; 

With the consent of Parliament; 

Having regard to the decision of Parliament of 26 May 2020 and that of the Council of State of 16 June 2020 
dispensing with a second vote; 

Have ordered and do hereby order that: 

Article 1. Scope 

The present law lays down the third-party liability regime for the compensation of nuclear damage caused 
by a nuclear incident. 

Article 2. Definitions 

For the purposes of the present law: 

1. “nuclear incident” means any occurrence or succession of occurrences having the same origin which 
causes nuclear damage provided that such occurrence or succession of occurrences, or any of the 
damage caused, arises out of or results either from the radioactive properties, or a combination of 
radioactive properties with toxic, explosive, or other hazardous properties of nuclear fuel or nuclear 
waste or uranium hexafluoride, or from ionising radiations emitted by any source of radiation coming 
from, originating in, or sent to, a nuclear installation; 

2. “nuclear damage”: 

(a) means loss of life or personal injury, 

(b) loss of or damage to property, 

(c) loss of income, 

(d) the cost of preventive measures and any further loss or damage caused by such measures, any 
other economic loss; 

3. “preventive measures” means measures taken in the event of a nuclear incident in order to prevent 
or minimise nuclear damage; 
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4. “nuclear fuel” means any material which is capable of producing energy by a process of nuclear fission; 

5. “nuclear waste” means radioactive material, including nuclear fuel that has been irradiated in the core 
of a reactor or extracted from such fuel; 

6. “operator” means any person with the power to make decisions concerning the operation of a nuclear 
installation and who benefits economically from the operation of a nuclear installation; the holder of 
the operating licence for the nuclear installation shall, in all cases, be regarded as an operator; 

7. “nuclear installation” means any installation used in the production of nuclear energy, or in the 
production, use, storage, disposal of nuclear waste, the processing or reprocessing of nuclear fuel, 
including research reactors. 

Article 3. Operator’s liability 

(1) The operator shall be liable, irrespective of fault on his part, for any nuclear damage caused by a 
nuclear incident. 

(2) The operator shall also be liable, irrespective of fault on his part, for any damage caused by a nuclear 
incident that involves the transport of nuclear fuel, nuclear waste or uranium hexafluoride, whenever 
such transport: 

1. comes from their nuclear installation and liability has not yet been assumed by the operator of 
another nuclear installation pursuant to the terms of a written contract, or 

2. is bound for their nuclear installation and they have assumed liability pursuant to the terms of a 
written contract. 

(3) Where more than one person are operators within the meaning of Article 2(6), they shall be jointly 
and severally liable for the damage referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(4) The operator may be absolved only where they can prove fault on the victim’s part. 

(5) The provisions of the present law shall not prejudice the rights that the victim of damage may rely 
upon by way of ordinary law on contractual or non-contractual liability or by way of other special 
arrangements governing liability. 

Article 4. Statute of limitations 

Any person who claims to have suffered nuclear damage and who has brought proceedings for 
compensation within the period applicable pursuant to Article 2262 of the Civil Code may amend their 
claim to take into account any aggravation of the damage, even after the expiry of that period, provided 
that final judgment has not been entered. 

Article 5. Jurisdiction 

The courts of Luxembourg shall have jurisdiction to hear proceedings concerning nuclear damage arising 
from a nuclear incident provided that such actions involve Luxembourg territory, or residents or persons 
on Luxembourg territory at the time of the events giving rise to the damage. 

Article 6. Applicable law 

In the event of a nuclear incident, proceedings concerning civil liability shall be governed by Luxembourg 
law. 
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Article 7. Amending provisions 

(1) The Law of 20 April 2009 on environmental liability with regard to the prevention and remediation of 
environmental damage, as amended, is amended as follows: 

1. Article 5(4) is repealed; 

2. Annex V is repealed. 

(2) Article 2(4)(a) of the Law of 21 April 1989 on third-party liability for defective products, as amended, is 
replaced by the following provision: 

“(a) damage resulting from nuclear incidents covered by the Law of 6 July 2020 on third-party 
liability for damage related to a nuclear incident;” 

Article 8. Reference for citation 

References to the present Law may be made by using the following title: “Law of 6 July 2020 on third-party 
liability for nuclear damage”. 

We instruct and order that this law be inserted into the Official Journal of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
in order to be enforced and complied with by all those concerned. 

 

Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Sustainable Development, 

Carole Dieschbourg 

Cabasson, 6 July 2020. 
Henri 

Minister for Foreign and European Affairs, 
Jean Asselborn 

 

Minister for Health, 
Paulette Lenert 

 

Minister for Justice, 
Sam Tanson 

 

 

Parliamentary document No. 7221; Ordinary Session 2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020. 
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